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ADFERTISEMENT TO THE READER. 


Tun Reader is requeſted when he comes to 
the concluſion of the 5th Chapter in this Volume, 
to refer to the laſt Chapter contained in it, which 
ought, but for an error m the Preſs, to have 
preceded that denominated the 6th. which con- 
ſequentiy ſhould have flood as 7th of this Work, 


and accordingly, the others, in due ſucceſſion, 
ſhould likewiſe have been altered, 
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CHAP. I. 


DEATH OF THE DUTCHESS OF ***, _RICHELITU FALLS 1 
LOVE WITH A DAUGHTER OF THE PRINCE OF GUISE, 
AND MARRIES HER. HIS ATTACHMENT NOT OF LONG 
DURATION,—- HE SEES MADAME DE LA MAKTELIFRE, 
THE WIFE OF 4 FARMER GENERAL, WHOM WITH 4 11. 
DEMOISELLE fULIE, AN ORIGINAL CHARACTER, CT. 
TRACT HS ATTENTION. 


Tus Dvxe arrived at Court met with the mt 
flattering reception, from the King and his Mainit- 
ters. The Monarch had been prejudiced in his 
vor by the Cardinal, and from this moment in- 
nifeſted for lum a particular kindues, Tho: 
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friends who had regretted his abſence, were over- 
Joyed at his return. The Dutcheſs of, he 
found greatly altered, an obſtruction of the ſpleen 
had impaired her health, and eight months after, 
this beſt of friends paid the debt to nature. Her 
confidential ſervant was entruſted with her Picture, 
which, with a letter ſhe had written to the Duke 
{ome days before her death, he had the affliction 


of receiving, 


His reſpect to dccorum, cauſed a renewal of 
His attentions to Mademoiſelle de Charolois, and 
gratitude to Madame de Duras, and Madame de 
Gon:aut, fecured them from his neglect, but Ma- 
dame de Tenein, fitter of the Cardinal of that name, 
became the immediate object of his devotion. 
This Lady, early a devotce, had apoſtatized, and 
was celebrated, as one verſcd in Politics, as well 
as literature. This character in a wo:nan pleaſed 
the Duke, and conceiving the bett of her former 
talent would be ſerviceable to 13 views, he at- 
tached himſelf to her, and ſuccecèed in meeting 
an equal retuin, they had a Cypher, which in 


their corteſpondence they uſed, to impart to each 


— 


other every intrigue and matter that paste at 
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Is 1731, the Academy of Sciences embraced 
tlie earlieſt opportunity of receiving him as an ho- 
norary. Scarcely was this new dignity confer- 
red, than his health viſibly decayed, axd toretold a 
ſpeedy end to his day:—a regimen of milk was 
ordered, but wit aout appareat effect. He haſtened 
into Holland to coaſult Buerhaave, and rouk with 
him a Monſicur Hunaud, of the faculty. The 
former able practitioner recommended the waters 
of Spa, to facilitate the digeſtion of che milk diet, 
the Duke accordingly repaired there, and in fx 
weeks, his conſtitution was reſtored to it's v igour. 

RETURNED to Count, the ſame diſſipation pre- 
vailed, till Hymen a ſecond time exerted her ſway, 
Frequent opportunity, introduced him into the pre- 
ſence of Mademoiſclle de Guiſe, her father's Hotel 
Joining the Duke's. This young Lady, of an hand- 
ſome figure, endowed with mental accompliſhments, 
ſoon gained the Duke's affections; and joined, to his 
ambition being excited, in formingan alliance with 
a family, inferior only to the throne, who'e anceſtors 
had been fo illuſtrious, he propoſed, aud met with 
the honor of being accepted. 

Is point of fortune, it was very inadequate to 
the dignity of her birth, the hrother being ſole heir, to 


the eſtate of the family, as entailed poſſeſſions, the 


daughters 


* 
daughters had only their name and qualifications tc 
recommend them. Richelieu ſhewed an unceaſing 
attachment for ſix months. That time elapſed, his 
religious vows were forgotten in the company of the 


beautiſul Madame de la Marteliere, the wife of a Far- 
mer General. 


NEVERTHELESS, preſerving a degree of reſpect 
for his wife, and fraught with a great *ſteem for the 


amiability of her diſpoſition, he conducted himſelt 
with that diſcretion fo as to create no domeſtic unea- 


ſincts. Madame de Richelieu, joined, to a fincere 
paion for tl. e Duke, a true dignity of mind, and 
maintaining that uniformuy, ſhe imnoſed on him a 
certain reſtraint, which uniting with his ſentiments, 
cauſed her never from appearance, to have any 
:loubts of his conſtancy. | 

To inſure conjugal happineſs where 1 ignorance 
ofthe fact exiſts, ſuſpicions ſhould not be entertained; 
an! Nadame de Rickelieu's good ſenſe never gave 
way to any. In this manner his days glided plea- 
ſingly along, in attention to his wife, and attachment 
to his new Miſtreſs. This Lady, ofa ſingular beau- 
ty, had all Paris at her feet. Her indifference was 
peoclaimed, till the Duke diſpoſed himſælt for con- 


quel, and in his views was aſſiſted by the good tem- 


per 
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per of the huſband, who flattered with the honor of 
the acquaintance of a man of Richelicu's rank, and 
{ecure of his wife's fidelity, betrayed, on every occa- 


Ys. © 


* 
1 
C 
MF 
"4 
4 
TY 
1 
: 
i 
ö 


1 
1 
1 


ſion, an eager deſire of communicating ſecrets of 
ſamily, to his new friend. 
Tk financier alſo was deceived, from the 
idea that obtained of the Duke's reform, and his 
gallantry centering only in a real attachment to his 
wife; who being known in the world, to be a wo- 
man of great abilities, and a commanding influence, 
was generally ſuppoſed, to have worked this mira- 
cle in her huſband. His progreſs however, in his 
Miſtreſs' eſteem, ſoon appeared, and was haſtened 
by the communicative La Martéliere. A family 
difference had ariſen in the morning, Madame 
was indiſpoſed and excuſed herſelf from dinner. 
The huſband, went to the play, and intreating his 
friend's mediation, imparted the particulars, which 


had driven him from the ſcene of his happineſs. 
Richelieu ſympathizing, aſſures him to do his en- 
deavor, declines accompanying him to his own 
villa, where the Financier was to ſup in a ſelect par- 
ty, and intent on fatisfying his friend's wiſhes, re- 
pairs for the purpoſe of adjuſting the huſband and 


ifs difenion. He anno ces himſelf as deput - 


Q ed, 
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ed, and, as ſuch, is after ſome heſitation admitted; 
an animated diſcuſſion occurs; the warmth of the 
Lady is apparent, every blame is readily beſtowed 
on the huſband, and the Lady indulges herſelf, in 
ſatisfaction, for the offence of La Martẽliere's in- 
correctneſs of behaviour. 

IxvoLveD in the common deſtiny, the poor 
La Marteliere ſeturned home, impatient to apo- 
logize and to conciliate.— His wife, fatigued 
with the uncommon ſcene of the preceding day, 
which ſhe had ſo unexpectedly experienced, excu- 
ſcd herſelf from ſeeing him, and diſdainfully reject· 
ed his proffers. The Duke arrives preſſing in- 
ſtances enſiie, and to his kindneſs, the huſband is 
indebted for re. admiſſion into her preſence, and an 


apparent reconciliation. In the ardor of profeſſing 
his gratitude, he teſtifies to the Duke, bis hope, 
this little interruption will be ſucceeded in a few 
months, by a greater bleſſing, which his friend con- 


firms the probability of, by an aſſurance of it's being 


two to one in favor of his ſurmize. Wiſhing ſtill, 
for further gratification in his purſuics, he next 
turned his attention to the Financie:'s miſtreſs, whom 
he had often declined viſiting; however importu- 
ned, by the miſtaken confidence of his friend, to 


accompany 


| 


| 
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accompany him, to thoſe ſele& parties. This 
young woman was preity, and had been brought 
up in a convent, under the care of an aunt, her 
Mentor, to whoſe will, ſhe was perfeRly obedient. 


Richelieu experienced, ſaw the mode of his ap- 


proaches, and without noticing the Niece, was un- 
remittingly complaiſant to the aunt. The Finan- 
cier, in ſacrifices to Bacchus, was enraptured with 
deſcribing his happy ſituation ; and in the enthuſt- 


aſmm of his joy, predicting a ſimilar happineſs, as he 


had flattered himſelf wich the future enjoyment of, 
from Madame de la Martẽliẽre, the Duke equally, 

confirmed him, in an hope of it's realization. 
RicntLtEv, earneſt in accepting his friend's 
invitations, had gained greatly, without knowing it, 
the good will of the aunt, This woman, of a mid- 
dle age, employed every art to captivate him ; and 
what, he had attributed to natural politeneſs alone, 
he found in the reſult, to be, the effect of an ardent 
deſire to pleaſe. Julia, the name of the niece, oc- 
cupied ſolely his attention. He diſcerned in her a 
fund of education and principle, very inimical to 
his views; and though nature indicated the prefer- 
ence, yet ſhe had perſuaded herſelf, that no crimi- 
nality exiſted in confining herſelf to a connection 
with one perſon ; and that error alone laid in a va- 
riety 
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riety of attachments. The aunt who had brought 
her up in the intention of the ſacrifice ſhe had made, 
had firmly impreſſed in her pupil, the morality of 
this doctrine. 

Fixed in this ſentiment, her innocence felt ao 
heſitation, in avowing to the Duke, the preference 
ſhe gave him; and fincerely lamented he had not 
been known to her, before ſhe had devoted herſelf 
to the Financier. But this ſtep once taken, her pro- 
miſe of fidelity was pledged ; and ſenſe of religion 
guarded her againſt yielding to any weakneſs, which 
inclination might direct, 

RicHELIEvU, as much piqued with the difficulty 
he met, as aſtoniſhed, in falling in, with a young wo- 
man, exhibiting ſo romantic a turn of mind, reſolved 
to ceaſe viſiting her. His paſſion, however, predo- 
minating, he redoubled his attention which the op- 


portunity of a viſit of Madame de Richelieu to Ar- 


cueil, afier laying in of a fon, afforded him. In one 
of theſe meetings, the Aunt's patience exhauſted, ſhe 
anticipated the Duke's declaration, that fo long had 
been hoped for, by a free confeſſion of her own. 
The Duke aſtounded, and not much reliſhing the 
propoſition, candidly told her that not ſenſible of the 
honor intended him, her wiſhes had eſcaped his 


attentlon 
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attention, from it's being totally engroſſed in the 
behalf of the niece. He aſſured her however, 
ſhe need not deſpair, but that her expectation muſt 
be founded, conditionally wich his ſucceſs, in con- 
quering the obſtinacy, and removing the filly pre- 
judice, ſhe had unaccountably tutored and che- 
riſhed in ſo heavenly a form. 

Tux aunt frightened with the taſk impoſed, 
and fully aware of the firmneſs of her niece's ſcru- 
ples, truſted by an affected ſenſibility to divert 
Richelieu from ſuch thoughts. He perſiſted in the 
preliminary he had eſtabliſhed, and ſtood indebted 
to ſtratagem alone, for bringing the treaty with the 
parties to a ſucceſsful concluſion. 

Tux error committed, the preference owned 
maintained an aſcendency, yet, in this amiable 
girl, was fraught with a certain occaſional regret, 
and the aunt was obliged to uſe every influence, and 
the Duke to employ every perſuaſion, to prevent 
her diſcarding the financier. The moment of his 
happy predictions was near being verified, and he 
felicitated himſelf with the idea, he had before 
expreſſed to his friend, that in the courſe of time, 


every thing came to a good end. 


CHAP. 1I, 


CHAP. II. 
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THE SIEGE OF PHILIPSBURG,—THE DUKE'3 DUFL WITH THE 
PRINCE DE LIXEN, A NEAR RELATION OF HIS WIE; 
THE LATTER IS KILLED—THE DUKE IS PROMOTED TO 
THE RANK OF BRIGADIER OF THE KING'S ARMIES—HE 
RETURNS TO PARIS= MADAME DE LA MARTELI RE AND 


JULIA ARE DELWERRD——THE LATTER DIES IN CHILD 
BED. 


N OTWITRHSTANDING the deſire the Cardi- 
nal de Fleury manifeſted to preſerve the Kingdom in 
peace, the death of Frederic Auguſtus, King of Po- 
land, revived the hope of Staniſlaus. Lewis XV. 
thought, it became him to ſupport the pretenſions of 
his father in law to the reinſtatement of a throne, that 
had been wreſted from him; and however the decla- 
ration of the Emperor and Ruſſia in favor of the ſon 
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of the deceaſed Monarch, he proclaimed, he ſhould 
ſuffer no other, than the dethroned Prince, to be no- 
minated, on this occaſion, to the ſucceſſion. Whilſt 
the report induſtriouſly was circulated, that a fleet ſail - 
ing from Breſt, for the Baltic, had Staniſlaus on 
board, that active Monarch diſguiſed, and attended 
by only one man, arrives in Poland. Immediately 
all ſuffrages in his favor unite, with the exception of 


a ſingle magnat, who retires with ſome troops, his 
vaſſals from the place of election. Staniſlaus is en- 


treated to put himſelf at the head of thoſe that have 
ſworn allegiance, and to puniſh the perſon, departing 
from the act of the unanimity. But averſe to blood- 
ſhed, and too mild for the Monarch, who had a 
throne to contend for, he neglects the advice given, 
allows a ſpace of time for the rebel to entrench him- 
ſelf, and a ſtill further one, for the arrival of the Ruſ- 
fian Troops to his ſupport. An aſſembly is conye- 
ned at Prague, and the Elector of Saxony, under the 
name of Auguſtus II. is proclaimed King. 
STANISLAUS fled from Dantzic, with a part of 
the Poliſh Nobility, and the empty title of a King. 
In that place he is beſieged by General Laſcy, 
commanding a body of ruffians, and at the inſtant, 
2 corps of French, arriving to ſupport him, the 


Count 


112 ] 
Count de Munich, who had aſſumed the direction 
of the Ruſſian army, obſtructs effectually their 
penetrating into the town. 
Taz Cardinal de Fleury, whom we have al- 
ready repreſented, as a man deſtitute of reſources, 


and too timid in action for the miniſter of a great 


nation, thinks, at this criſis, it is dangerous to alarm 
England by apparent vigorous preparations for 
war. Inſtead theretore of giving that efficient 
ſupport he ought to have done, he is ſatisfied in 
equipping an inſignificant ſquadron, with fifteen 
hundred troops on board. Staniſlaus, on whoſe 
head, a reward was publiſhed, is obliged to quit the 
place, in a dark night, diſguiſed ; and after in- 
curring millions of perils, he conſiders himſelf toa 
happy in having reached the dominion of Pruſſia ; 
although in this flight, he forfeited and reſigned 
all hope of a crown, to which the yoice of the peo; 
ple had twice nominated him. 
Lewts XV. intent on avenging the inſult of- 
fered to his father in law, judged the diſtance 
was too great, for the poſſibility of making any 
impreſſion on the Ruſſians ; and decided there- 

| fore, that the Emperor, who had leagued with the 
the Czarina, in the preferment of Auguſtus, ſhould 
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feel the weight of his reſentment, by carrying the 


war into his kingdom. The Mareſchal de Ber- 
wick, heading a French force, penetrates into the 
empire, ſeizes the fortification of Kehl, and lay- 
eth ſiege to Philipsburg. The Count de Saxe 
ta this army, officiated as a Mareſchal de Camp 
(Quarter-Maſter General.) The Duke of Riche- 
lieu, commanding the regiment of his name, me- 
rited by diſtinguiſhed acts of bravery, the General's 
applauſe ; and obtained permiſſion to viſit the 
Prince Eugene, who commanded the Emperor's 
army, The Prince totally forgetful of that ſuſ- 
ceptibilicy of jealouſy, which he had ſhewn to 
Richelieu, in reſpect to the Counteſs of Badiani, 
received him with ſingular affection; and the 
Duke, as a true French Knight, on his return to 
camp, ſent the Prince, a preſent of one hundred 
bottles of Champaign, which with equal courteſy, 
were exchanged for twenty bottles of Hungari- 


an Tokay. 


Tu ſiege was in great forwardneſs, and not- 
withſtanding the fatigue and dangers attending it, 
joy and pleaſure reigned in the camp. Five Princes 
of France alternately entertained at ſupper, the prin- 
cipal officers of the army. The Prince de Lixen, 


D 2 
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2 near relation of the Dutcheſs of Richelieu, ant 

long in habit of intimacy with the Duke, made one 

of all theſe parties. They had in the time of the 
Regency, with Mons. de Firmagon, and others 
equally diſſipated, acted a part in concert, that 
nearly was proving fatal, to a Canon of L'Aux- 

errois, who imprudently had ventured to ſatirize 
the licentiouſneſs of their conduct in pointed and 
applicable verſe. Firmagon, enrobed as a com- 
miſſary, the Prince of Conti, as an exempt, the 
Prince de Lixen, as a confeſſor, with Richelieu, and 
others ot their party as guards, force in the dead of 
night, in the King's name, the apartments of the 
poor curate; whoſe ſlumber being profound they 
carry him to Le toile, on the way to Neuilly; there he 
is admoniſhed to prepare himſelf for death, Lixen 
pronounces l. is abſolution, half dead with fright, in 
his night apparel he receives it, and with reſignation, 
allows the handkerchief, to be drawn over his eyes 
they tie him to a tree, and in this ſituation two Piſtols 
well loaded are fired cloſe to his ears. The prieſt 
thought all was over, and the actors diſappeared. 
He paſſes, thus bound, the remainder of the night ; 
and in the morning, by the pity of tome paſſengers; 

is conveyed again to his dwelling, in the dreadful 


agony 
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agony of recollection, of what had happened. 


Ix theſe parties of feſtivity and merriment, 
the Frince de Lixen, was rather addicted to indulge 
in ebriety, and in thoſe moments, was unfortunate- 
iy not the moſt pleaſant compauion. He ſupped 
conſtantly where Richelieu did, and this night, it had 
been the turn of the Prince de Conti, to entertain. 
In the conviviality that reigned, this adventure 
came to their recollection, and was with much hu- 
mor deſcanted upon. The topic of converſation then 
turned to their ſeveral Miſtreſſes; and the Prince de 
Lixen, ſuſpected of a particular intrigue, had long 
to {uſtain the joke of the company. Richelieu un- 


happily, pointedly ridiculed him, till it excited a hit- 
ter retort from the Prince. He had obſerved, that 
the Duke, juſt returned, as the ſupper was ſerving, 
trom the command of a working Party in the tren- 
ches, perſpired greatly, and that his habit even was 
foiled-with the warmth of the fatigue he had under- 
gone; too indulgent in his ſarcaſtic turn, he expreſ- 
led his ſurprize, by a remark, that he ought to have. 
got rid of his dirt, by the purification which his. 


blood had undergone in the honor of the alliance in- 


this family, Richelieu, though boiling wich rage, 
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had yet ſenſe enough to contain himſelf, and inward- 
ly vowed, he would be purified, bat it ſhould be in 
the ſhedding of the Prince's own blood. The ſup- 
per over, they riſe to retire. The Duke joins the 
Prince and whiſpers to his ear that an inſtantaneous 
meeting at the foot of the trenches is expected; they 
repair to the place of appointment, fight, and the 
Prince by his death expiated too feverely the con- 
ſequence of an offenſive expreſſion. 

Mess1xurs de Duras and De la Valiere, who 
alone had perceived enough to excite ſuſpicion, af- 
ter what had paſſed in their hearing, haſtened to 
ſeparate them, but it was too late, the Prince was 
expiring. His brother, the Prince de Pons, loud- 
ly exclaimed he would have vengeance, though af- 
ter the ſrſt emotions of his violence, he was ſatisfied 
in carrying away the victim, and celebrating his fu- 
neral obſequies. The Princeſs of Lixen was incon- 
ſolable, and vowed eternal antipathy tothe murder- 
er of her huſband. Scarcely however had the time 
requiſite for mourning elapſed, than ſhe married 
the Count de Mirepoix, en whom 1iwas well known, 
her attachment was fixed, yet, it the Duke's name 
was mentioned, ſhe felt wonderful agitation; and 
diiplayed the farce of retiring from a ball at Mona- 
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co, even two years ſince the misfortune, on ſeeing 
a man in Richelieu's livery appear. The Duke 
diſguſted to ſee affectation of ſorrow puſhed to ſuch 
an exceſs, ſarcaſtically obſerved, ſhe © ought to 
© have been ſenſible of an obligation, from the op- 
s portunity it created of wedding the perſon on 
*« whom ſhe doated ; unleſs, indeed, marriage had 
ce cured her previous inclination!” This was too 
much, and a future change of conduct to the Duke, 
obliterated the poignancy of the ſatire. Hiſtory in- 
forms us of the event of the ſiege, the Mareſchal de 
Berwick terminated his military career by a cannon 
ball, leaving to the Marquis D'Asfeld and the Duke 
of Noailles, the two Generals next in command, the 
honor of availing themſelves of his able diſpoſitions. 
The town capitulated on te 18th of July; and 
the remainder of that Campaign offering nothing of 
importance, Richelieu yielded to the preſſing en- 
treaties of his wife, whom he found concerned for 
the loſs of a relation, however approving of the re- 
venge taken for the groſs inſult, 

__Havise dedicated a certain time to friend- 
ſhip and eſteem, he flew where love awaited him, 
Madame de la Martelicre terrified with the dangers 
of her approaching fituation, conſidered his unex- 


pected 


L 1 
pected arrival, as a ſecond bleſſing ſhe derived; and 
the huſband valuing himfelf, on the ſpeedy proſ- 
pect of his happineſs, received him with the utmoſs 
Joy, in what regarded his domeſtic ſatisfaction. 
But in reſpect to Julia, it was otherwiſe. Taking 
the Duke aſide, he communicated his apprehen- 
ſions of her ſtate of health, which had been viſibly 
on the decline, fince Richelicu quitted her ſociety, 


and remarked, that her thoughts appeared totally 
engroſſed in religious contemplation, to which ſhe 


was determined to facrifice by retiring, in a con- 
vent, the reſt of her days. 

R1CHELIEu was anxious to calm the pertur- 
bed mind cf the intereſting Julia. He ſaw with 


deep concern, the account, which he had received 


of the ſituation of this lovely object, had not been 
exaggerated ; oppreſied with melancholy, her lan- 
gor had brought on a conſumption, the progrels 
of which was 15 rapid, that, it was judged her ap- 
proaching Celivery muſt exhauſt what remained. 
Nature however aſſiſted, and the was happily 
delivered of a Son, who ſurvived a Mother, a mar- 
tyr to ſenſibility, The Dake received her laſt fare- 
well, expreſſed in a manner dignified and affecting, 
and according with the principle, that had taken 
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ſuch root in this young and amiable mind, as to 
leave no ſhadow of conſolation, from the moment of 


deviation. 

Taz Duke was much hurt by this incident, 
and conſecrated days of bitter anguiſh to her me- 
mory. Madame de la Marteliere about this pe- 
riod, brought into the world a ſon, an event, that 
rendered the huſband happy, and pleated Riche- 
lieu. This gentleman, in proceſs of time, became 
the Duke's Aid de Camp, whea he commanded 
the army in Hanover, and he readily took on him- 
ſcif the charge of his advancement, preſerving a 
tender regard for the mother, marked by ſeveral 
inſtances of friendſhip, after he had ceaſcd to viſit 
her as the object of his attachment, 
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CHAP, III. 


VCLTAIRE LENDS HIM FORTY THOUS AND LIVRES—HE N PRO. 
LAIGTFD TO THE RANK OF MARESCHAL DE CAMP. UY-L 
WITH MONTIUR DE PENTE' EDER, W40M HE KL. „. 
DANGEROUS WOUND RECEIVED IN THIS CONFLI,T. No. 
MINATED COMMANDANT IN LANGUEDOC. DEATH o. 
THE DUTCHESS OF RICHELIEU. 


Howvrx intent on pleaſure Richelieu often 
facrificed to glory. The ſpring remanded his ſervi- 
ces With the army, here, on every occaſion, he diſ- 
played ſignal feats of bravery, tempered with great 
{ill and prudence; in danger his mind was eminent- 
ly collected, and he appeared as undiſmayed in a 
field of battle, as at eaſe with himſelf in a brilliant 
Court. 


Pagrvuse 
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Prorvss to exceſs, he was obliged frequently 
do have recourſe to loans. Voltaire, with whom he 
had formed an intimacy, meeting him at the houſe of 
the celebrated Madame du Chatelet, aware of his 
neceſſities, went one day and in friendſhip offered 
forty thouſand livres to be ſunk into an annuity ; ob- 
ſerving, it was his wiſh, a friend ſhould have the be- 
nefit of the ſurplus of a capital, which from the de- 
cayed ſtate of his health, he could not receive the in- 
tereſts of, beyond two or three years; the Duke 
accepted, and bound himſelf by an engagement, 
which regularly was diſcharged for forty-five years, 
the Poct and Hiſtorian living to the age of 84, and 
the Duke attaining the longevity of 92; although on 
acceding to the terms, he had expreſſed his convic- 
tion, that his heirs, (if his friend, as he ſuppoſed, 
outlived him,) would have to make this payment. 
A greater inſtance of incertitude in human nature 
cannot well be illuſtrated. 

Mons 1E ux de Penterieder, a noble of Ger- 
many, had quitted Vienna for the pleaſure of paſ- 
ſing a ſew years in France. His fortune very con- 
ſiderable, added to high birth and elegance of 
education, enabled him in his travels to purſue 
every enjoyment, and led him into an introduction 
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of the firſt ſocieties. Sojourning ſometime at Paris, 
he had heard ſpoken of Madame de la Martéliere, 
atthe Prince de Conti's, in that vein of admiration, as 
excited his defire of being preſented to her. Tohave 
that honor, and to be faſcinated were inſtantaneous. 
Preſents, feſtivals, and every demonſtration of gal- 
lantry ſucceeded; but however laviſh, he diſcerned 
his attentions were not ſuſceptible of impreſſion, 
and naturally aſcribing ſuch failure to the poſſeſſion 
of a more happy rival, he ſought to diſcover on 
whom the preference was beſtowed. Fame, and 
his own obſervation had already pointed out Mons, 
de Richelieu, and inveſtigation confirmed the opi- 
nion. Neither the Duke, or himſelf, were amicably 
| inclined. —Each other's deſigns had been traverſed 
by chance during the former's reſidence at Vienna, 


and he conſidered his importunity, with the Finan- 


cier's wife, as officious and preſumptuous.— The 


lady and Richelieu of one accord, and herfelt in- 
commoded with the German's aſſiduities, it was 


decided between them, that his admiſſion ſhould be 


refuſed ;—Mons. de P. ſubmits with temper to the 
firſt rebuffs of this nature, but his patience, combi- 
ned with hope, being at length exhauſted, and this 
<:/appointment ſtill continuing, he reſolves on ven- 


geance, 
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geance, and that his rival ſhall experience it's effects. 
For this purpoſe after being denied at the Finan- 


cier's door, and imputing the tyranny of the order 


to him, he quits his carriage, and takes polt oppo- 
ſite, 15 obſerve in a concealed manner what paſſeth; 
Richelicu's carriage ſoon appears and the doors are 
thrown open, he awaits, determined to have his 
revenge the moment of the other's coming out, 
but his ſtay within is ſo prolonged, that 
laſſitude, fati gue, and vexation, cauſe him to re- 
tire, and it is deferred only to an early opportu- 
nity, The next day it was afforded. Their car- 
riages meet on the Pont Royal. A ſignal is made, 
the Duke's Coachman is ordered to ſtop ;—A 
ſhort and animated explanation occurs, the refult 
of which dictates their reſpective Coachmen to fit 


them down, behind the Hotel of Invalids, where 
inſpired with equal fury, the combat is ſoon deci- 


ſive. Penterieder falls, and expires pronouncing 
La Matcliere's name; and Richelieu quits the ſpot, 
wounded deſperately. 

Tx1s wound, the conſequences of which he 
dreaded, occaſioned his addicting himſelf more 
to the ſtudy of Medicine, in which ſcience he had 


caught the firſt impreſſion from that marvellous 


man, 
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man, Damis. It is certain this man gave him the 
fulleſt inſtruction of the virtue of ſeveral of the 
moſt uſeful drugs, and taught him their prepara- 
tion. The act of rendering gold potable, was 
amongſt them, and to the poſſeſſion of this impor- 
tant ſecret is aſcribed the Duke's extraordinary 


longevity. Many others held in great eſteem were 


equally known to him, and in all fituations, hap- 
pily acquainted with his habit, he adminiſtered ta 
himſelf, granted his advice to others and icarcely 
ever found a convaleſcent, without enquiring into 
his diſorder, and preſcribing accordingly. 
Become Mareſchal de Camp one year prior to 
the peace of 1739, he obtained i in the ſaid year the 
Government of Languedoc. His pleaſures never di- 
verting him from the purſuit of his intereſts, he 
Vent often to Verfailles, and Rambouillet, where the 


King was much pleaſed with his attendance. Admit- 


ted into his intimacy, he ſought the favor of his confi- 


dence, perſuaded the King muſt ſoon relinquiſh 
his attention to the Queen, for ſome other object. 
He enſidered him as a great boy, whom the man- 
ners of the world ſoon would reform, and he with- 
ed to be the confident of this operation, which he 


concluded 
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concluded was not diſtant. If inclination had not 
2rompted, the Queen's mode of life, was ſuch as 
Bigotted and ſedate, her turn was more 
adopted io a convent, than to figure in the ſphere of 
Veen, ſurrounded by Prieſts, all ambitious to 
g.yvern her, ſhe thought her ſalvation would be pro- 
moted, by abſtaining as much as poſſible from 
vſe rleaſures created by Hymen. Days of mor- 
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titication were fixed. On ſuch the King had no 


acceſs, whence it was eaſy to diſcern, that youth- 
ful deſire being oppoſed, would break out in in- 
dulgence with thoſe, where it might be enjoyed with 
perfect freedom, 

Tu moment approached of this expected 
event. The courtiers, hoping that, where the 
choice fell, it might be an improvement of their 
intereſt; and the Cardinal himfelf, not diſliking to 
contemplate the declining influence, however ſmall, 
the Queen had attained. Her power was not an 
object of great jealouſy, yet, ſuch as it was, the pre- 
late aſpiring to rule ſolely, felt no repugnance to ſer 
it afide. His empire hitherto had been attended 
with ſucceſs, the Finances were in good order, and 
the King gave the law to his enemies. What 
glory he enjoyed, had been from no ſelf act. Ad- 


dicted 
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dicted to the amuſements of the chaſe, which he 
purſued with an ardor blameable in a Monarch, 
who had other care, he intruſted the reins of 
adminiſtration er.urely to the prudence of the Car- 
dinal. This prelate having aſpired this averſion in 
his pupil, reſolved to maintain his aſcendency to 
the hour of his death, and firm in his political con- 
duct, his power in the ſtate ceaſed only with his 
death. 


His Majeſty's ſubjects inclined to credulity in 
behalf of the Sovereign governing them, and repo- 
ſing that belief, often, without auricular or occular 
demonſtration, conceived that the courtiers had 
corrupted their virtuous Monarch. However ful- 
ly capable of practiſing their vicious tendency on o- 
thers, the ſequel of the king's life proves beyond a 
doubt, that the ſeed of flagrant depravity was Ta 
him perfectly original. | 

Wx fee him at the age of ſeventeen, aſſume 
an extraordinary diſſimulation; in ſo young a man, 
whoſe nature, it might have been ſuppoſed, would 
have revolted, and treated, as indignant of his 
character, ſuch a tuggeſtion, had it been preſumed, 
The day he diſgraces and exiles Monſieur Le Duc, 
unprepared for this tranſaction, he is laviſh in his 


praiſe, 
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praiſe, prodigal in perſonal attention, till the in- 
ſtant his Sovereign will is pronounced. In this 
propenfity he was uniform throughout his reign, 
in what regarded the caſual charge of his Miniſters, 
till it was fo fully eſtabliſhed, that his courtiers 
proclaimed, as well as the p*-{vn materially intereſt- 
ed in his rapid dowrf-”, che moment peculiar cour- 
tely was apparent. With reſpect to women, na- 
ture had beſtowed on him every diſpoſition; and 
however Prieſthood may have been loud in de- 
cle ning his early virtues; and the hope, they pro- 
miſed, of being immaculue, had it not been for 
the ſiniſter views of baſe ard deſigning Courtiers ; 
it is eaſy to judge, from bis conduct, as he ad- 
vanced in years, that no reſtraint would have with- 
held, what the law of nature, unchecked by prin- 
cipli, either moral or religious, impoſed. 

Tur King was united in marriage ere the 
force oi his habit aſſumed an imperious ſway; his 
Queen, was the firſt of the ſex, to whom he had ſa- 
crificed ; and though older than himſelf, yet the plea- 
ſures of matrimony excited a pleaſing ſenſation, un- 
tainted from the compariſon which other enjoyment 
might have led him todecide upon. The numerous 
progeny ſhe brought him, alſo diverted him from in- 


conftan:cy ; 


1 
conſtancy; and certainly a poſſibility of opinion ex- 
iſts, that had it not been for an uncommon auſteri y, 
and ill-· imed devotion, the King might have remained 
faithful. In this, with the other arguments we have 
adduced, is to be oppoſed that prevalent turn for vi- 
_ riety, which nature inſtitutes in mankind. In a miud 
perfectly ſenſible of ſuperiority of attraction, ſo un- 
bounded in manifeſting his will, were it inclined, it 
ſurcly muſt be preſumed, the inferiority in his Queen, 
would ſoon be apparent, and bid adieu to all reſtric- 
tion. | 
Tur Queen, under the dominion of her confeſ- 
for, little verſed in the real intereſts of his penitent, 
accelerated of herſelf a ceſſation in her huſband's at- 
tachment. Himſelf iavigorated by the exerciſe of 
hunting and riding, reſorted oftener than uſual to 
her appartments. Inſtead of meeting with ſatisfacti- 
on thoſe tender and pleaſing marks of regard, pre- 
texts to evade them were had recourſe to; and on 
ſuch days, where the impatience was manifeſt, the 
diſappointed Monarch was reduced to return to his 
apartments ungratified. At firſt gentle murmurs 
expreſſed the diſpleaſure; but the practice becoming 
too conſtant, a diſguſt and indignation was manifeſ- 
ted. To an individual, this would have been unplea- 
fant, and how much more to a King? the conſe- 
quence 
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quence wag, that he very ſoon abandoned the Queen 
to her faſts and prayers, for a miſtreſs, in whom 
fuch ſcruples were eſtranged. | 
Tux King had already avowed his reſoluti- 
on of deſerting his Conſort's bed; but actuated 
one night by the force of paſſion, he ſuffered his 
oaths to be forgotten, and flew to her apartment. 
Again it was an unlucky moment to him :—ad- 
mittance is refuſed on the plea of indiſpoſition, 
and the King, facredly pledging himſelf never to 
return, directs Le Bel, his Valet de Chambre, to 
ſupply the charm of the Queen's obſtinacy, by 
any of the ſex, on whom he will beſtow the prefe- 
Loe Bel, exceedingly diſcompoſed, and 
3 the delicacy of his ſituation, is motionleſs 
both in words and action. Repetition of the order 
is enforced, and in a manner fully intent on having 
it obeyed. The affrighted ſervant runs to the Car- 
dinal, whom he found, had retired to reſt. He 
awakes him on the pretext of an order from the 
King, and imparts the order he has received, en- 
treating he may be honored with his guidance for 
his conduct in ſuch a difficulty. His Eminence, 
feigning equal embarraſſment, directs his imme- 
diate return to the Monarch and to follow thoſe 
F dictates 
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dictates prudence might ſuggeſt, Uncertain to what 
effect this advice tended, e Bel aſſures the Mo- 
narch of his inability to ſupply the requiſition. 

THz monarch reſolved no impedimeat ſhould 
arreſt his wiſh, accuſed his ſervant of imbecility and 
. Inexpertneſs ; go, ſaid he, into the galleties, and at 
the firſt door you obſerve a light, tell the woman 


you meet with, I am deſirous of ſpeaking to her. 
Le Bel, fearful a ſecond refuſal might involve the 
fate of his ſituation, haſtened to execute his Maſ- 
ter's orders.— In the gallery, a chamber maid, hand- 
ſome and of the faireſt complexion, is eaſily per- 


ſuaded, ſhe belonged to the Princeſs de Rohan,” 


and an advantageous ſubſequent marriage ſealed 
the propriety of her ready aſſent. | | 

THrrs anecdote, related by Le Bel himſelf, con- 
futes every other aſſertion on this ſubject, that has 
been handed to poſterity. In the morning, he re- 
paired to the Cardinal, and entered into a full detail 
of the ſucceſs of his occupation, the preceding e- 
vening. His Eminence ſaid, it was wiſe not to 
counteract, what Providence ordained, and that he 
ſhould ſubmit to her decrees. In this reſolution, he 
queſtioned Le Bel, whether any Lady of the Court 
had particularly attracted the Monarch's regard. 


Madame 
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Madame de Mailly is mentioned, and neither being 
very beautiful, or diſpoſed in any degree to intrigue, 
his Eminence ſaw in her leſs danger of aſcendency. 
and fixed with Le Bel, that, henceforward he was 
by his management to cauſe that Lady to ſupplant 
the fair chamber maid. 

Tur opportunity ſoon occurred. Ona rei- 


teration of the King's commands, to this purport, 


Le Bel told the Monarch, with humble deference, 
that ſuch a connection was not ſuitable; and that he 


ſhould procure him one more appropriate to his 
rank, and the honor intended to be conferred. He 
announces to Madame de Nailly, that his Majeſty 
has ſome thing of importance to communicate to 
her ear. The lady, prepares to adjuſt herſelf, but 
Le Bel ſenſible of his Maſter's impatience, aſſures 
her a negligẽ is much more adapted to the occaſion, 
and ventures to declare, his Majeſty had expreſſed 


a wiſh ſhe would haſten to his apartments in what- 


ever deſhabille ſhe was. Madame de Mailly, not 


ſurmiſing what could be the cauſe of ſo ſudden an 


intimation, accompanies Le Bel; and excuſes her 
undreſs on the wiſh of promptly obeying the Mo- 
narch's ſummons. His politeneſs and gratitude are 
expreſſive and Madame de Mailly finds herſelf 
initiated, without the leiſure of previous reflection. 

Tars 


Þ — — 
” l * © # 1 
— 


11 


Turs is truly the origin of this connection. In 
both theſe, we have diſplayed, that without the in- 
fluence of pernicious counſels, the Monarch natu- 
rally was incited to follow the bent of his deſires, 
and to give them their fulleſt ſcope, To ſay, he 
was not, in ſome inſtance, the victim of bad advice, 
would he prepoſterous, for unfortunately the weak- 
neſs of his judgement and an indolent turn too often 
afforded ſacceſs in the object aimed. But we con- 
tend that his innate diſpoſition betrayed a callouſneſs 
of mind, which, totally devoid of ſentiment, could not 


have ariſen from the perverſion of example. Can 
a ſtronger inſtance of apathy be manifeſted than to- 


wards the remains of Madame de Pompadour ?— 
This Lady, whom he had lived with for years, pro- 


feſſed to admire and love, he ſaw her die without 


any emotion of grief; and ſurveying from his apart- 
ments the funeral obſequies, obſerved with cold in- 
difference, he thought them too magnificent, ad- 
ding, pulling out his watch with equal unconcern, 
that in his idea, the proceſſion would reach Paris 
by ten exactly. 

Wu this ſame Le Bel, his b the 
ſoul of his pleaſures, died at Compiegne, from ta- 
king too much to heart a violent rebuke from hi- 

maſter, 
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rnaſter, was it owing to evil counſel, that he teſti fi- 
ed no emotion of ſorrow ? coolly aſking, on the 
account of his death being brought to him, where 
it was intended to have him buried ? 

Acain, is it poſſible that ſuch ſang froicl could 
be inculcated, in him, as that, which appeared ou the 
death ofthe Marquis de Chauvelin. This Nobleman, 
living in a conſtant habit of intimacy with his Sovereign 
was of his daily parties. They had ſupped together at 
Madame du Barre's. Quitting the table, cards were 
propoſed, and as the ſeveral parties were arranging, 
the Marquis in an apoplectic fit, falls and expires 


at the feet of the King. An alarm and general con- 


cern ſeizes the company, and eager in the hope of 
aſſiſtance being effectual, they preſs forward to af- 
ford it; his Majeſty by a remark worthy of his 
nature, convinces them, it is in vain. © Don't 
& you ſee, ſays he, the hog of a fellow is dead, in 
* conſequence of having overeat himſelf ; it is a 
« long while, I predicted to him, what would 
* happen!” 
Many others of a ſimilar tendency may be 
adduced to eſtabliſh our poſition, that nature had 
not endowed his mind, with any of her amiable 
virtues. 
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Tur Duke of Richelieu, in being nominated 
to the Government of Langnedoc, had attained 
the ſummit of his wiſhes : He had long ſolicited 
this ſavor, which, flattering his inclination to govern, 
he felt much indebted to the Cardinal's frieadſhip 
for inducing the King to appoint him to a firnation. 
wherein he meant to erect himſelf as a petty Sove- 
reign.—His fortune was much deranged, and, in 
concert with Madame de Richeheu, they fixed a 
certain reform in their houſhold, and to keep only 
one houſe, for their refidence, which they reſolved 
ſhould be for three years at Montpellier. The hö- 
tel in Paris was hired for that time by the Count 
de Caſtro Piagno, Ambaſſador from Naples ; who, 
viſiting the apartments, found himſelf overpuw- 
ered by the ſmell of muſk,. and ordered, to divert 
the nauſeous ſmell, ſheep to be let looſe in them. 
The Duke had a violent paſſion for that perfume ; 
and in the lining of his cloathes, having always 
{ome diſtributed, whereever he went he carried fo 
ſtrong an odour, that often thoſe unaccuſtomed tg 
- ſuch ſtrong ſcent, were compelled to retire. 

Is conſequence of this partialicy, a comical 
adventure occurred to the Cardinal de Rohan. Ri- 
chelieu had, in the evening the latter paid a viſit 


to 


1 38 J 


to the Dutcheſs de Tallard, been there a little time 


before his Eminence. Chance had ſeated them on 
the ſame elbow chair. The Cardinal went from 
thence to the Queen's, and his habit was ſo impregna- 


ted, that her Majeſty obſerved it was unbecoming 


the dignity of a prelate to addict himſelf to thoſe per- 
fires, fntable alone to the licentious character of 
a Duke of Richelieu. The prelate, conſcious he 
bad never uſed any of ſuch force, approached her Ma- 
jeſty, beſeeching ſhe would convince herſelf of her 
miſtake ; bat the nearer he came, the more obnoxi- 
ous it was, and to ſuch a degree, as to incommode 
the Queen, and oblige her to retire, declaring, ſhe 
felt ſcandalized to ſee a dignitary of the church pract- 
iſe ſuch effeminacy. The Cardinal, ſtupified, afcri- 
bed ſuch remark, to a pretext for diſgracing him, 
and could not divine the cauſe, whence ſuch a reſo- 
lution proceeded. Others, however having exprel- 
ſed that night a ſimilar ſurpriſe, and himſelf, in un- 
dreſſing, fatisfied it was juſt, ſought to diſcover the 
ſource of this uncommon incident. In a few days it 
was traced, and he ran to the Queen, complaining of 
Monfieur de Richelieu, having ſubjected him to 
this unpleaſant event. Her Majeſty, by an expreſ- 
five ſhrug of her ſhoulders, denoted her contempt 
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tor che Duke, whoſe morals and conduct, fo oppoſite 
to the propriety of ſentiment, by which ſhe was go- 
verned, made him an object of her averſion. Yet, 
this princeſs, otherwiſe ſo auſtere and correct, delight- 
ed in theatrical exhibitions, the language of which had 
not the moſt chaſte tendency ; and ſo well was this 
paſſion konvn that recently after het death, when the 
commedians indulged in any looſe pieces, It was pre- 
valent in the wits cf the court, to obſerve, that it was 
a repeztory of her late Majeſty's the late Queen's. | 
Tux Duke of Richelieu, arrived at the ſeat of 

tis Government, exacted every honor due to ſuch 
diſtinction. A faithful obſerver of cuſtoms and eti- 
quette, he would not derogate from any point, and 
conſulted the moſt eminent regiſters of the pro- 
vince, to ſecure to himſelf that conſideration he was 
reſolved to enforce. In the priviledges he claimed, 
ſome differences of opinion aroſe, between the Par- 
hament and the Archbiſhop of Narbonne, on his 
Tight to exerciſe them; butexpert in negotiation, he 
adjuſted every one of them with credit to his ſtation. 
_ Hs found the province rent in factions from 


the intoleration of the clergy, in regard to the Proteſ- 
tants, whoſe children, torn from the boſom of their 
Parents, were forcibly conveyed to Catholic Col- 


leges, 


1 


leges, and compelled to be educated in that perſu- 
aſion. The Biſhops thought, gibbets and the terror 
of Lettres de Cachet, would operate the moſt effec- 
:ually in their converſion. Saint Florentin, and 
the intendant of the province, were Miniſters of 
ir abſurdity, and executed blindly what folly ſug- 
g-i::d. Every ſenſe of apprehenſion, that deſpair 
might occaſion a revolt, ſeemed to be diſregarded 
and equally every idea forgotten, that Lewis XIV. 
however his Military ſtrength, and Villars' victo- 
ry, had nevertheleſs ſeen the neceſſity of compromiſ- 
ing. 

RIcRELI Eu, ſenſible of the ferment that 
reigned, tried to compoſe the agitation of the people's 
minds; and not fully able to repreſs the evil at once, 
he wiſely thouglit, a palliative would be expedient, 
in at leaſt leſſening it's progreſs.— His inſtructions 
went to gain the province to induce a ready aſſent, 
for a large contribution, which the wants of the 


ſtate required, and it is pleaſing to relate, that hi: 


inſinuating talents and conciliatory mode of acting 
ſecured the vote cf an aid, to as great an extent 25 


the Monarch and his Miniſters had been led ta 


entertain. 
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Tut Dutcheſs, his wife, was brought & d 

of a daughter, who in the proceſs cf time, U, 
Madame D'Egmont, Aut the ſequel of her ij ing 
in not being favorable, ſl: withed to quic the air 

£ Montpellier, and rein to Patris. Their Hoccl 
being occupied, ſhe went and lived with her father. 
Unfortunately the change of air was of no avail. 
The diſorder had acquired too powerful a hold, to 
be remaved by art; and the fatigue oi jouracying 
bad only accelerated the conſumption. The Dake, 
informed of her danger, flew to Paris, and by his 
unremitted attention and viſible apprehenſions for 
her ſafety, convinced the world, that however in- 
conſtant, it was the defeXt of conſtitutional habit, 
and not the want of a ſincere attachment, for ſo no- 
ble and worthy an object of his regird. The night 
ſhe reſigned her laſt breath *, ſcarcely was he retired 
to reſt, than the ſervants ran to adviſe lum of cle 
Dutchefs' immediate danger. They had ſeparated 
but an hour before, and the Dutcheſs feeling her 
ſtrength decline, had collected herſelf to concea!, 
by his withdrawing, the pain of her dying moments, 
Perceiving him returned, ſie manifeſts her concern, 
that her attendants ſhould have been ſo officious ; 
but “ fince you are here, (ſhe obſerved) and muſt 
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* cruelly be a witneſs of my dying pang, rec, 
& my friend and beloved huſband, my laſt erab5-ac2, 
*« and may you and my children enjoy, tul we 
* meet again, uninterrupted happineſs :” with theſe 
laſt words ſhe expired. 

Taz Duke, frantic with grief, is with diffi ul- 
ty torn from her arms, and inſtantaneouſly departs 
for Richelieu, accompanied by a friend, the Mar- 
quis de Crẽvecœur, who inceſſantly adminiſtered 
the balm of conſolation to his afflicted mind. In 
this ſolitude they remained one month, without ad- 
mitting any other company. 

Ir has been ſaid that Richelieu only beneſted 
by the honor of this alliance, the Princeſs having 
no marriage portion. But from that diſpoſition of 
zuman affairs, which, to thoſe born fortunate, often 
attend them, in the moſt unexpected inftances, 
throughout life; ſo in this, the Duke, who was ever 
ſucceſsful in his purſuits, came by one of theſe, into 
tte poſſe{ſin of more than ſixty thouſand livres 
per annum, in addition to his paternal income. 
The Prince de Guiſe, her only brother, ſerving 
in Italy, whilſt under the opecation of his hair 
dreſſer, and amuſing himſelf in converſing with 


ſome of his brotl. er officers in the room with him, 


(uddenſy 
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ſaddenly roſe, and reaching a loaded piſtol, applied 
the muzzle to his mouth, gaily aſking if that was 
the manner people blew out their brains? In a ſe- 
cond the trigger was drawn and laid the Prince on 
the floor dead. No motive could be aſſigned for 
ſo raſh an act. He was in the enjoyment of three 
millions a year from his eſtates, an advantagevus 
perſon, a favorite with the ſex, and, in every reſ⸗ 
pect, his exiſtence appeared fraught with the greateſt 
happineſs. The Duke, knowing him ſubject to fits 


ot abſence, imputed, to one of thoſe undeſcribable 


moments, the cauſe of his good fortune. 


C: TAP, IV. 
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THE DUKE OF Rοl¼meu RETURNS TO VERSAILLES, CON. 
SOLE HIMSELF IN FREQUENT INTERVIEWS WITH THE 
PRINCESS DE ROHAN. E IS CONFIDENT OF THE KING'S | 
PAS3,ON FOR MADAME DE LA TOURNELLF, SINCE BET- 

{ TER KNOWN 43 DUTCHESS DE CUATEAURGUX, ANEC- 

| EOTES ON THIS SUBJECT. 


Galer that is violent is ſeldom durable, and 
5 probably this maxim was more evinced in Riche- 
1 lieu, than in others; he felt a calm reſignation, on 
quitting the country, to the effect of the divine 
will; and, returned to the circle of a Court, he ſuf- 
tered imperceptibly the chains of Madame de Ro- 
han to gain on him. The huſband of this Princeſs 
was in an advanced age, and, always reſiding at 
Verſailles, gave the Duke the frequent opportunity 
of 


1 1] 


of paying his Court. Altho' deprived by years 
of that bloom of youth, he ſtill enjoyed, over the 
young men of the age, the ſuperiority of a well 
founded theory, aided by long practice, together 
with an amiability of diſpoſition, few could poſſeſs. 
He fixed the Princeſs' notice, and having attained 
this point, he was not long in improving the conti- 
nuation of her good opinion. 

IxnnuasitiING the Gallery aſſigned to the 
Princes, attendant on the Court, the Duke uſed 
to wait on the Princeſs, by means of a back ſtair, his 
approach was announced by one of her women 
hongred with her confidence. The Princeſs' figure 
was elegant, and to a regi:lar Beauty, united the 
pericction of a moſt cultivated underſtanding; with 
ſuch advantages over others of her ſex, ſhe exacted 
undivided homage, and her pride felt deeply 
wounded in reflecting, that the expectation had 
p:oved illuſive. Thus the commencement of this 
connection, which had been pleaſing to both, be- 
came from the report of deſigning people, a 
ſource of torment. Jealouſy intervened, and im- 
parted it's poiſon to the huſband through the 
means of his brother the Cardinal, to whom the 


ſuſpicion bcing firſt communicated, he was glad of 


an 
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an opportunity, however occurred in his family to 
avenge the unpleaſant adventure the Duke had ſub- 
jected him to the mortification of experiencing. 

Moxs:ievr de Rohan could not give credit 
to his wite being unfaithful, yet ſo many aſſurances 
to this effect reaching him from various quarters, 


he determined to have her conduct narrowly watch- 
ed. The lovers had been apprized of the ſuſpici- 
ons excited, and re{olved to be more circumſpect. 
The Prince adopted one of the moſt hackneyed 
means on theſe occaſions —He pleaded his abſence 
from Verſailles was requiſite for ſome days, engag- 
ed his wife during his abſence to remain at Paris 
at the Hotel de Soubiſe. Her acquieſcence is with- 


out heſitation and immediate, ſne gives notice to 
the Duke to meet her there. Hardly arrived, and 
making the neceſſary diſpoſitions for the enjoyment 
of this opportune happineſs, than the Princeſs' wo- 
man enters affrighted, and announces Nonfieur's 
coming. In hafte the Duke retires into ite maid's 
room, and fallowed, he cadurcs the pain cf the beſt 
part of a cold night, without covering, liſtening to 
the intereſted diſcuſſion that prevails berweea her 
and the Prince. His uneaſineſs is ſoon relieved. 
The maid reſiſts every offer, acquſts her Miſtreſs, 


Catisfies 
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ſatisfies the Prince, and joins the concealed lover, 
who bountiful in pecuniary rewards and other 
proofs of his regard, compenſates to the maid for 
her fidelity, and to himſelf for his diſappointment, ex- 
perienced with the Princeſs, by the unwelcome 
interruption. 

Tut Prince, fully perſuaded that no woman of 
2 low condition, would have reſiſted the magnifi- 


cence of his offer, concluded his wife muſt be in- 


nocent, in which opinion, being repeatedly con- 


firmed by her maid ſervant, he lamented the evil 
of mankind, diſpoſed to overſet the harmony of the 
happieſt Matrimonial ſtate. The caution of the 
lovers, afcer this warning, by only indulging, in 
the ſeeing of each other by day, fixed his judg- 
ment; and he inceſſantly regretted having yield- 
ed to the voice of calumny againſt ſo reſpectable 
a conſort, on whoſe account, he was ever after di- 
veſted of all ſuſpicion. 

Taz Duke de Richelieu fully indulged in 
this attachment, by his conſtant ſojournment at 
Court. The King, who preſcrved only exterior 
reſpe& to the Queen, had formed, within his pa- 
lace a ſociety for himſelf, where the reſtraint cf e- 


tiquette being baniſned, the ſubiect was admived 
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to 2 footing with the Monarch, and in this pleaſ- 
ing union, the ſervice of attendance on Majeſty 
became deſirable.— Madame de Matiily was the 
favorite of this party. The King profeſſed ad- 
miring her excluſively, and abandoned himfelf 
in her company to every exceſs.—Champaigne in 
large libations was the faſhion, ani the Monarch 
ofteu felt he had lacrificed too much ro Bacchus, 
to permit any offering to Venus. Madame de Mul- 
ly thought, that in partaking of every reliſh for 
ple uſure, the Monarch manifeſted, would fix hin 
to her car.—The Courtiers and Richelieu ſaw dif- 
ferently.— The latter particularly judge a wo- 
man's reign could not be long, where a deficiency of 
beauty, in comparilon to others, always envying 
the Monarch's preference, and 2 difference of 
years, likewiſe cxiſted. In fact the proof ſoon was 
given. Madame de Vintimille, one of her ſiſters, 
pleaſed the King, and died in Childbed a ſhort time 
aſter.— This was ſcarcely a momentary relief to 
the inconſtancy of hier lover..—The blood of the 
Neſles ſeemed to carry a particular attraction to 
inſpire the Monarch; and Madame de Mailly's 
peace of mind was much diſturbed in ſeeing her 
youngeſt Siſter, Madame de la Tournelle, fince 
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created Dutcheſs de Chateauroux, triumph com- 
pletely in engroſſing his Majeſty's ſole attention. 

Exiled from the Court, Madame de Mailly, 
a prey to remorſe and repentance, was more to be 
compared to Magdalen Penitent, than Madame 
Ge u Valliere. This latter one threw herſelſ into 


a convent, and dedicated ſolely to the deity 


that heart her lover had rejected. Solitude, ex- 
erciſcs of picty, and ſevete mortifications, reſtored 
a certain calm to her mind. No one reminded 
ner of the errors committed; — ſor ſhe felt ſuffi- 
ciently humiliated, without being upbraided, ant 
in conſtant tears aſſuaged the fault of yomhi. In 
a cloyſter, where obſervers are not permitted, her 
ſins were buried with her. On the contrary, 
Madame de Milly, found energy enough to con- 
tinue in the world. Still attached to life, ſte 
never reſorted to any place without being the ob- 
jet of marked contempt. In vain, were Prayers 
and Charity employed to obtain the pardon of an 
offended and miſtaken public. They conſidered, 
and reproached her; with ſeducing their young 
monarch, in terms the moſt opprobrious and un- 
juſtifiable. Her income; however inconſiderable, 
was diſtributed in ſuccouring the unfortunate, and 
in thoſe, relieved by her means, ingratitude often 
: Was 
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was experienced. Time even operated not in her 
favor. At her death, the mourning proceiſion, 
though by her directions, ſimple and unattended, 
was, yet in it's progreis to the place of interment, 
xepeatedly inſu lted, 

Tux Marquiſe de la Tournelle, ſucceeding ta 
the Monarch's affeCtions, on the death of her fiſter, 
Madame de Vintimille, appeared the one of the 
three filters, to whom the King was moſt partial. 
Wich a noble deportment, ſhe added great mild- 
neſs of temper and affability. There were two 
others of the fame blood. One, the wife of the 
Marquis de Flavacourt ; the other, Mademoiſelle 
de Montcavrel, fince Dutchets of Lauragais. Ma- 
dame de la Tournelle was a widow, and during 
marriage her conduct had been correct, with the ex · 
ception of appearing too particular with the Duke 
de Agènois, (the late Duke of Aiguillon, deceaſed). 


She had been more intimate than any of her other 


fifters, with the Marchioneſs de Flavacourt; and ofren 
witneſſed the brutality of the Ma: quis, in aſſuring his 


wife, he would put an end to her if ſhe dared ever to 


purſue the ſteps of her elders. The Duke de Age- 


nos, in intimacy with Richelieu, his relation, ine 


parted the connection he had formed, and ſoon after 


in rraducal 
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introduced bim into the party, where Madame de 
Flavacourt, made the fourth. A cloſe attachment 
enſued, and their meetings were frequent. The 
Prince of Conti, and a friend of his, Monſieur Du- 
menii, * tricd for admiſſion, but were rejected. 
Coming one evening to the Duke de Richelieu's, 
they airived at the moment the Ladies and the two 
Couſins were ſtepping into the Duke's carriage, to 
go and ſup at a Villa, adjacent to Paris. They beg 
to be contidered of the number, and entrance in the 
vchicle being denied, they mount behind, and when 
it ſtops. the Ladies are aſtoniſned to ſee thoſe gen- 
tlemen offering to hand them out. Neceſſity was 
made a virtue of, and they were initiated into the 
privacy cf this ſelect company. ; 


RichEliEuv's coachman, a young man of ſome 
humour, perceiving the Prince and his companion, 


reminded them of an eſtabliſhed forfeit to thoſe ſer- 


vants, when firſt mounting behind their Maſter's 


carriages. The Prince ſearches for his Purſe, and 


ſays I have no money ! © who the devil then ſhould 


have any, if a Prince is without ? ” The next day kis 


ſmart repartee was nobly rewarded, 


— — 
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* Died Lieut. General, and owed his rapid prometion to Madame 


de Ch-teauroux, 
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Tuis intimacy of the Duke de Richelieu with 
Madame de la Tournelle created an idea in the 
world, that ſhe had been his Miſtreſs; and to, ingra- 


tiate himſelf with his Sovereign, he had ſacrificed 


her to his liking. We thought ſuch an opinion juſt. 
ly founded, *ull the evidence of manuſcripts and 
letters diſcovered fully atteſted the contrary, and 
tadubitably proved, the Duke was only the confi. 
dent of this Lady's partiality. | 

HoweveR capable the Duke was to advance 
his fortune by any means, and conſidering the 
King's pleaſure as abſolute, the truth, we profeſs 
to diſcloſe, obliges us to contradict this anecdote ſo 
generally accepted as fact; and to oppoſe, to the 
authority of the hiſtorians who have written the 
private life of Lewis XV. the anecdotes of Per- 
ſia, wherein this is recorded, that we poſſeſs, and 
are extant, twenty letters from the ſaid Dutcheſs to 
Richelieu, on intereſting ſubjects, and in which, 
the Dutcheſs addreſſes him under the title of her 
dear uncle. 

Tux world are acquainted, that the Dutcheſs 
of Mazarine, the aunt of the de Neſle's, ſhewed 
them great attachment, and particular marks of 
eſteem to Meſdames de Flavacourt and de ia Tour- 
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nelle; but it is poſſibly uninformed, that on their 


aunt's death, the Queen ſent for theſe ladies, and 
bewailed their loſs ; aſſuring them ſhe would be- 


come a ſubſtitute for the mother, whom they re- 


gretted. The attendant in waiting, who witneſſed 
this moving fcene, was much affected, and with 


pleaſure reported it's particulars, as doing her Ma- 


jeſty s humanity ſo much honor. 
Tunis virtuous Queen had little reaſon to con- 


ceixe, kindneſs beſtowed, would be ſo ungratefully 


repaid ; and that this ſaid Madame de la Tournelle, 
whom ſhe had treated with ſuch diſtinction, would 
in the ſpace of ſcarcely one month, by ſucceeding 
to her ſiſters, raviſh, for ever from her, the heart 
of that huſband, to whom ſhe had been ſo ſtrongly 
attached. This lady had been admit:ed into the 
parties of Choiſy. His Majz{ty, occupied in atten- 
tion to Madame de Vintimille, took little notice of 
the perſon, who, of all her relations, ſuggeſted the 
idea, that no one was more proper to conſole him 
for his loſs, than the ſiſter herſelf. His faithful le 
Rel was the agent applied to chraugh his means, an 
appointment was made, and ſoon the Lady was 
provided with a lodging in the palace of Verſailles, 
w ichout any ablolute ſuſpicion having ariſen, 
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Taz Duke de Richelieu has been fo candid, 
in com municating to the public the ſituation, he 
tound Madame de la Tournelle at Court, that no 
poſſibility of doubt can exiſt of the ſtatement ac- 
cording with truth. Yer, if any did, the corrobc- 
rating report of Monſieur de Chaſmoſel. father of 
Monſicur de Talaru, is tuiicieac to explode all 
further cauſe, This gentle nan, occupying the a- 
partments below Madame de la Tournelle, often 
witneſſed the nocturnal v. its his Majeſty honoced 
her wich, befo:e ſhe was annouaced and publicly 
recognized as Miſtreſs to the Monarch. The Duke 
explaias himſelf on this ſubje& to his friends Mel- 
dames de Mauconſeil and Luxembourg, in the 

manner following: 
r You believe, Ladies, as well as the public, than 
whom often no worſe judgment can be founded, 


becauſe it is generally paſſed, a knowledge of the 


parties, or poſſibility of occular proof, that it is 1, 
who have had the honor of introducing Madame 
de Chiteauroux to Majeſty. Ia crediting this, 
you are ia an equal error, with others. Not, that 
I ſhould have had any ſcruple in being uſeful and 
inſtrumental to any Mafter's pleaſures. Sacrifices 


of all kinds are made to paſſion, and I ſee no rea- 
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{on for bluſhing, in procuring to a ſovereign, the 
enjoyment of the moſt precious gift on earth, a 
beautiful woman. If the King had commanded 
me to ſolicit eicher of yourſelves in his favor, I 
ſhould moſt certainly have acquitted myſelf of my 
meſſage, and with yon, would have been the derer- 


mination. It appertains not to a ſubject to queſti- 
on the nature, or diſcuſs on the propriety of the 


orders his Maſter gives. An obc<dience is indiſ- 


penſible; and in regard to women, into whoſe inti- 
macy he may expreſs his deſire of admiſſion, the 
ſame obligation reſts, as on any other point, of fi- 
cilitating his wiſhes ; with the ſole exception of 
the perſon's own wife, on whom his commands 
are laid. —Y on may thence conceive, I could have 
had no hefication, to have been his Majeſty's firſt 
emiſſary to Madame de Chateauroux ; and no 
principle acting to reject ſuch a commiſſion, you 
will conclude, that my veracity cannot be impeach- 


ed, when I inform you, | had never an opportuni- 


ty of this kind given me. Flis choice was made 


either before I was apprized, or he had other fer- 
vants, equally faithful, and prompt ia compliance. 
But, I avow, that no ſooner was his ſelection known, 


than I employed every art to eſtabliſh myſelf, on 


a 
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2 good footing with the favorite. Binet and Meuſe 
were thoſe, who terminated Madame de Poms 
padour's, the firſt ſkerch of which had been drawn, 
as his Majeſty was hunting in the foreſt of Senars.— 
And no ſoul is ignorant, that from le Bel iprang 
the rapid and aſtoniſhing fortune which Madame 
du Barre attained. 

&« I confeſs few women ever inſpired me with 
ſo real and fixed an attachment as Madame de 
Chateavroux ; and accordingly in her death, I 
deplored the loſs of a moſt valuable friend ; a 
woman, conſtantly intent in improving the Mon- 
arch's regard in my behalf, informing me of every 
thing paſſing, and never omitting the ſmalleſt o- 
pening of doing me ſervice. I ſhould alſo ſay in 
honor of her memory, that the king ſuffered a 
great loſs, and I likewiſe add, the kingdom par- 
took of his grief; for no woman elevated to ſuch 
ſplendor, ever merited more a Monarch's confi- 
dence. Far from others of her ſex nurſing the 
Monarch in effeminacy, ſhe ſtimulated him to ho- 
norable purſuits.—ln ſhort, ſhe loved his glory, 
and delighted he ſhould contribute to it by perſonal 
actions, 

« MADEMOISELLE de Charolois, who in 
the bloom of youth, could not enchain me to her 
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car, loſt all aſcendency, when age to a haughty 


temper, had deprived her of the power of pleaſing. 

Too vindiktve to pardon my wrongs, ſhe ſought, 
to raiſe an enemy in Madame de Mailly, who, in 
conjunction with Ma lame de Ventunule, her ſiſter, 

governed at that period the Monarch. I foreſaw 
th. King's inclination for this lady would not be 

latin, and poſſibly, I might have hinted the im- 

preſſion I had formed, from the ciſlerent parties of 
plcaſure of the Court, in which I was always num- 
bered. Envious of this intimacy, Mademoiſelle 
de Charolois inſinuated to the Siſters, it was erro- 
neous conferting on me ſuch diltinttions; thut of 
all men, I was leſs entitled to a preference in their 
notice; ſince the libe tinage, to which I was ad- 
dicted, would make me ſeize the fir occaſion of 
diverting the Monarch's attachment to another 
object. 

« I nap often in converſation given it as my 
opinion, that conſtancy in mankind was a perfec- 
tion not to be looked for; and the more indul- 
gent a wife was to her huſband's ſlings, the lef 
I thought, he would be liable to nr. Such ſear: : 


ments, with Macdemoitelle de Chubleis' advice, 


effect cd the end propoſed, In $xcd von as 
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the perſon who would indubitably lead the King, 
from attachments, however, he might intend as 
permanent; and therefore, as a ſecurity to their 
reign, theſe Ladies judged, I muſt be removed 
from the Monarch's preſence. Immediately, every 
means were put in exertion, to injure me in the 
Prince's mind; and I had the misfortune, with 
others, of experiencing, that the more he liſtened 
to unfavourable reports of me, the greater kindneſs 
he manifeſted outwardly. At length the mine was 
exploded, in one of his ſupper parties. I felt as 
wounded in hearing him addreſs me in theſe words, 
« Duke de Richelieu, (faid he,)“ I am credibly in- 
ct formed your Caſtle at Richelieu is in need of 
cc repairs; as a friend therefore, and wiſhing you 
ce well, I recommend, the ſuperintendance of them, 
& to your immediate dire tion.“ 
© ALTHOUGH boiling with indignation from 
the ſucceſs of the plot, yet my preſence of mind 
did not forſake me; and without app aring diſcon- 
certed, I thanked his Majeſty for the intereſt he 
graciouſly was pleaſed to take, in what regarded me. 
PerfeAly underſtanding the ſenſe of ſuch friendihip, 
diſplayed for my perſoaal concerns, I made the im- 
mediate arrangement to obey; and as I entered my 
doors, giving it out, that I was fatigued and weari- 
od 
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ed with diſſipation, to the degree of rendering ab- 
ſence requiſite for my health, I ordered my carriage 
to be ready by day light next morning to convey 
me to the country. At Court, the deception could 
not prevail, however I flattered myſelf; and I let 


Faris oppreſſed with regrer, traſting to Madame de 


Rohan, whom J was in correſpondence with, to give 
me information of what ſhould occur, during my 
abſence. 

« ARRIVED at Richelieu, I commanded the 
ſervices of one of the firſt architects, and although 
the Caſtle was in perfect repair, I was obliged, from 
etiquette to the Monarch's declaration, to preſcribe 
ſome changes and additional buildings! even took 
a pleaſure in inſpecting the progreſs of the wark- 
men, and as a Being transformed, extolled to the 


_ gentlemen in my vicinity the delight of a country 


life, abſtracted from the benefit my health derived, 
by attention to regulate my hours, exerciſe, and air; 
aſſiduous in conciliating their efteem, they appeared 
rejoiced in my having come among them ; and 1g- 
norant of the cauſe, they joined in recommending 
me to dedicate a few months to this new lite, to 
which opinion, unacquainted with the period of my 


baniſhment, I readily ſubſcribed. 
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«] NEOAN however to feel that laſſitude and me- 


lancholy, inſeparable to a man habituated to fo dif- 
ferent a courſe of paſt time; and inwardly moaned 


for the moment, which was to recall me to that ſitu- 
ation in life, that, in my idea, happineſs alone, or 
pleaſure rather, was comprehended. The firlt let, 
ters I received, animated my hopes. I was advi- 
ſed, the King ſeldom paiſed a day, without mention- 
ing me, expreſſing his ſurprize of my long abſence. 
I had been only fifteen days at Richelieu. A few 
poſts after, a letter from the Duke D'Eſtiflac, aſſu- 
red me, I might return without apprehenſion ; as his 
Majeſty had faid, © he thought I pouted, ſince fuch 
* time ſurely was not requiſite for giving orders to 
* an architect.“ The Duke added, © your abſence 
* has confirmed every one of the footing you hold 
* in the Monarch's eſteem, wha is ſenſible of.a va- 
* cuum in his pleaſures when you are not preſent; 
* and you thence may rely, that however, in com- 


de mon with all courtiers, you may be ſubjected to 


er the conſequence of little intrigues at Court, they 
« will never be attended with interruption of any 
te weight to the purſuit of your fortune.” Enchan- 
ted with the approaching triumph over my enemies, 
whom I chen had not aſcrtained, in reſpect to this lit- 
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mortify me; moved ori at the floweſt pace. I 
was compleatly ſouſed, when the porters ſet the 
chair down, cloſe to a back Stair-caſe; and I ſaw 
the King come out, making me a ſignal to take 


no notice of him. We accordingly, in ſilence; 
aſcended together, into the apartment of Mon- 
fteur de Voureal, then Ambaſſador of Spain. His 
Majeſty opened the door and ſhut it. We tra- 
verſed the antichamber, withour meeting any 
one, and he then left me with direction to await 
his return out of the next apartment, in which 
he had been introduced: covered with dirt, not 
a dry thing on me, no fire either to relieve the cold 
that pinched me, I began to curſe the ſubaltern 
office of a confident ; and to reflect, fince it was 
not fully beſtowed, a man of my rank and dig- 


nity could well be diſpenſed with performing it. 


I then felt humiliated; and abſorbed in imagining 
who could be the woman the cauſe of my tor- 
ment? His Majeſty appeared. Obſerving my 
habiliment, he burſt into a loud laugh, jocoſ-ly ſay- 
ing © the pretty figure, I defy the devil to know 
«© him”—lI followed, not much flattered with this 
exclamation ; and ſtill leis fo, when the ſame fi- 
leace and myſtery prevailicg, as in coming, I 
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was; afier accompanying him to the place he had 
found me in waiting, preſcribed by a fign of his 
hand, to withdraw. 

„ Retunxed home, I was affrighted at my 
own appearance; and him of my attendants, who ge- 
nerally participated with his maſter, in theſe noc- 
tornal excurſions wittily amuſing himſelf in un- 
dreſſing me, judged from his jeſt being ill 
reccived, I had not been ſacceſsful in this. 1 was 
indignant, after what I had ſuffered, His Majeſty 
had not thought proper to diſcloſe to me the ob- 
jet, for whom I underwent ſuch penitence ; and 
in this ill humour, I would not meet the engagement 
I had made to ſuffer; bat ſulkily, and againſt my 
cuſtom of early hours, went to bed. 

«© Tus next day, I had every temptation 
to return to Paris, but eager to diſ:over who this 
idol could be, to whom his Majeſty ſacrificed ſo 
myſteriouſly, I was reſtrained obeying the dictates 
of my pride from this mere curioſity. I went to 


his Levee,—1 fixed my eyes on him and could 
not penetrate the reaſon, that caſt his, from me, 
He was to amuſe himſelf that day with the diver- 
ſion of hunting, which I reſol ved to partake of, 


and to watch the opportunity of ſpeaking to him 
K 


alone. 
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alone. Several occurred, but {till the farne obſti- 
nate filence. At length he broke out, remark- 
ing © I was ſingularly ſuited to the diſguiſe of a 
„ Coachman, and he would afford me the faine plea- 
« {uce, that very night, at a ſimilar hour.” 1 
knew not, whether I had cauſe to rejoice or to 
?ament the ſame ſcent, in the honor intended me. 
« The hour ſtruck, fame fignal, ſame ſilence, 
and though the weather this night was more fa- 
vorable, yet I conceived my miſſion would not 
be more ſo, particularly when the King quitted me, 
to enter the inner room. I was however agreea- 
bly miſtaken. A quarter of an hour had ſcarcely 
elapſed, ere he appeared again, and with the be- 
menant ſmile of Mqjeſty, graciouſly faid, © it is 
e but juſt, an end ſhould be put to the torment of 
« mind you have endured; ſe faithful a ſervant 
& deſerves a return of confidence. Come, (fays 
« he) that I may preſeat you to the divinity who 
ec is concealed; relying fully in your diſcretion.” 
1 followed him with anxiety, and who ſhould it be 
but, Madame de la Tournelle? This Lady 
arole, as we entered, and covered her face with 
a handkerchief. ** Be in no apprehenſion, (ſays the 


« King) in waat regards the ſecrecy ot one of your 


6 friends, 
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* friends, in whom, you know, our confidence can 
© not be miſplaced. Beſides, added the Monarch, 
* the burthen of the ſecret will not be long ; for 
ce I am perſuaded he will coincide with me, in ha- 
eving our connection ſoon made public, and my 
© happineſs thereby known to my people. 

te I ASSURED his Majeſty he could not do bet- 
< ter than perſevere in the reſolution he now an- 
* nounced, and that the ſouner his ſubjects were 
c acquainted with the domeſtic felicicy of their be- 
* loved Monarch, the greater the ſatisfaction they 
ce would derive. I concluded with proſeſſing my 
« reſpect, and the moſt implicit ſubmiſſion to the 
* will of either. The King, appeared to me ex- 
cc ceedingly taken with the charms cf Madame de 
ce ja Tournelle -l had never obſerved him ſo ſtrong- 
« ]y attached, which, a declaration to this effect re · 
te peatedly expreſſed ; and I could not help admi- 
& ring the fingularity of deſtiny, that cauſed 
< the King's attachments and pleaſures to center in 
* one family. In this moment I knew not the 
© Monarch. No private individual, entertaining a 
« friendſhip for another, his equal, could have ſhone 
& more, in diſplaying the ſentiments that affected 
« him. It was to me one of the moſt pleaſing 
days I ever paſſed, and I am ſure, none could oc- 


« cur, 
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& cur, wherein the diſtance, between the monarch 
* and the ſubject, could have been fo impercepti- 
& ble. But this was a talent peculiar to this amia- 
te ble Sovereign. 

„Ma pan de la Tournelle marked the ſa- 
cc tisfaftion derived from the ſelection of the Mo- 
© narch's confidence; and promiſed, to conſider 
te me, as his Majeſty directed, in the light of a 
c friend. The King entreated again ſhe would re- 
* new her proteſtations, and pledged himſelf that 
te nothing could come, in oppoſition, to diſturb 
* the harmony of a friendſhip, commenced in 3 
, manner fa auſpicious. I was on the ſummit af 


tec happineſs, and felt more than fully compenſate2 ! 


&« for the anxiety and mortificatĩon of the preceding 
tt night. The King's election carried in view the 
te moſt flattering reſult to my expectations. I knew 
te the Lady capable of attachment, and entertain- 
* ing the greateſt partialty in my favor, I was 
te ſenſible likewiſe her influence would be all pow- 
tt erful, and in the pleaſing aſſurances of ſuch ex- 
ce ertion, I anticipated the greateſt enjoyment. 

*{ WHar a difference to be with a Sovereign 
te in thoſe moments of relaxation, where diveſted 
of the pomp and trappings of royalty, the glory 

| * and 
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c and dignity of ſtation ſurrounding him vaniſhes : 


& in ſuch, we find him the amiable man, and our 
* equal. But in thoſe, where public ceremony 
de demands his appearance as Sovereign, how vari- 
© ed are our feelings and relative ſituation. At 
te that juncture, no poſſibility of queſtioning him, 
te neither that of ſpeaking ; but on the contrary, 
* every eye awaiting his regard, with a hope of me- 
& riting the being diſtinguiſhed, by ſome token of 
“his approbation. Some days after this ſcene in 
de which | was ſo greatly honored, his Majeſty's at- 
ct tachment became public; and the Court, as I had 
tec done, teſtified their aſtoniſhment, in ſeeing Ma- 
« dame de Tournelle, whoſe conduct had been 
&« without ſuſpicion, ſucceed to a greater elevation, 
te than either of her ſiſters, who preceded her in 
* the Monarch's attention,” 
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CHAP. V. 
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THE WAR. OF 1742<=THE DUXE OF RICHELIFU 1S EMPLOYED. 


IN FLANDERS; {UBSEQUENTLY ON THE RMA; HE 
SIGNAL ZES HIMSELF AT THE BATTLE OF DH EN. 
HE 15 CREATED F:RST LORD OF THE BEDCHAMBER Ty 
Hs MAN sfr; & PREFERRED 20 TUE RANK r LIEU- 


TENANT GENERAL. 


O. the death of the Emperor Charles VI. 
who left an only Daughter as Heireſs to his pc{- 
ſeſſions, a deſire aroſe of humbling the Houſe of 


Auſtria, Wich this view a plan was approved and 


adopted, given in by the Count of Belleiile, a 
man endowed with talents and a ſpirit for enter- 


prize, Grandſon to the celebrated, and in the end, 
unfortunate Fouquet, projecting to place the Im- 
peria! 


| 
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perial Crown on the head of the Elector of Ba- 
varia. The Count was, in conſequence, deputed 


as ambaſſador extraordinary and plenipotentiary 


to the diet aſſembling at Frankfort, and ſoon after 
named to command the army wrh the dignity con- 


ferred of Mareſchal of France. The Diet recog- 
nize the Elector of Bavaria's claims, and proclaim 
him Emperor. His elevation to the Empire is 


without commotion, and the reſolution enacted in 
| the moſt ſolemn manner. 

| Tuis reſolution, regarding the ſucceſſion, was 
| attended with every ſucceſs; and had the Cardinal 
| poſſeſſed common forefight, the long and diſaſ- 
trous war, that ſucceeded would have been prevent- 


7 


ed. Too economical, with a mind unaccuſtor-. 
ed to embrace great objects, he ſuffered the mo- 
ment to elapſe.—Inſtead of giving the meaſure 
; prompt and deciſive efficiency of the co-operation 
of a formidable army, he waſted the portion of 
time requiſite, by minute calculation on the ex- 
pence and number of the troops; ill the enemy 
arouſed, by the fortitude, courage of mind, and 
magnanimity, which an heroine in her misfortunes 
diſplayed, actuated in determining them to arm in 
her ſupport; and from ſubjects panic ſtruck, 
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were transformed into heroes to avenge her wrongs: 

Taz Elector of Bavaria, become Emperor 
under the name of Charles the Seventh, too ela- 
ted with the ſucceſs, that in the commencement 
attended the progreſs of his arms, thought he 
might deviate from the ſeq uel of operation laid 
down by the Mareſchal. In lieu, therefore, of 
marching ſtraight to Vienna, where terror was im- 
preſſed; he contrary to advice, penetrated into Bo- 
hemia. Some tuwns taken, premiſed well for the 
event of that campaign, which, future checks fo 
completely overthrew. Hiſtory has recountcd the 
fate of the remnant of thoſe troops, done juſtice 
to their bravery and to the maſterly {kill of their 
commander, immortalizing his retreat from Prague 
by fixing the tactic diſplayed, on a footing with 
Xenophon's. He evacuated Prague on the night 
of the 16th December, in the rigor of winter, 


and marching his troops day and night reached 


Egra without interruption.—Afailed by the in- 
tenſeneſs of the froſt, eight hundred of the number 
benumbed with cold, periſhed on the road. 

Ir this action, fo deſervedly recorded amongſt 


the moſt famous annals, acquired for the nation and 


General a degree of celebrity, it could not com- 
penſate 


1 

penſate for the public misfortune, incurred by 2 
profuſion of men and money fo un profitably ſacri- 
ſiced. The titular Emperor's own el-Qorate fell 
a prey to the ravage of tne enemy, and himſelf 
obliged to abandon Munich, tock a refuge at Hugſ- 
burg, from whence he was again forced to fy ty 
Frankfort, where alone he ford a ceropurary 
e ſylum. 

Is the mean while England had declared war 
r gainſt Spain, with whom the Cabinet of Verſul- 
les had lately entered into an alliance, by the mar- 
riage of Madame of France, with Don Philip, 
Inſant of Spain. The Engliſh without the previ- 
cus form, which the laws of nations have eſtabliſh- 


cd, iſſued orders for a general ſeizure of all veſſels 


under French Colors, which obliged France to di- 
rect repriſals being made on their ſhipping. 

Tux Duke of Richelieu, in the King's con- 
fdence, and the Mentor of the favorite, enjoyed, 
2t Court, the happieſt ſituation. Pleaſure reigned 
around him. Madame de Tencin, the Prefid-nte 
Portail, and Madame de MMauconieil, vied with 
each other, who ſhould picaſe him moſt; the lat- 
ter of theſe Ladies was attached likewiſe to tlie 
Count D'Argenſon, the Miniſter of the war de- 
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partment. Richelieu, accuſtomed to render his 
attachments ſubſervient to his intereſt, gave this 
Lady a decided preference, which ſerving him ef- 
fectually with the Count, the Duke, inſpired with 
gratitude, continued a laſting regard for her, to the 
moment of her death; an event that occurred a 
ſew years preceding his own. 

Ir was the reſult of a conſultation between the 
favorite and the Duke, which induced the King 
to declare his intention of heading his tioop 
mich to this Lady's honor, her energy of mind 
was ſuch, that in ambitioning to become the miſtreſs 
of the Monarch, ſhe aſpired to rule as the favorite 
of a King, dignified by glorious actions, and not 
rendered deſpicable by effeminacy. No character 
was ever more ſimilar than her's to Agnes Sorel. 
Both miſtreſſcs of weak monarchs, attached alone 
to their pleaſures and unbounded voluptuouſnels, 
they ſtimulated their lovers to exertion; worthy of 
the ſituation they bore. Charles the ſeventh; 
reſting his fole enjoyment in the poſſeſſion of 
Agnes, faw the Engliſh reduce his dominions, 
without taking any active part to check their 
progreſs and Lewis XV. equally indolent, and 
ſenſual, appeared unnoved at the miſeries of his 
Kingdom. The firſt of thele uncoma:on women 
| has? 
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had the happineſs of living to behold the completion 
of her work; the life of the ſecond was too ſhort, 
though, before her death, ſhe derived the ſatisfaction 
of having acquired him the title of well beloved, 
owingtothe meaſure he had at her ſuggeſtion underta- 
ken. It is melancholy to think, that once ſo flattering 
an homage beſtowed from ſubjects to their ſovereign, 
the latter ſeemed perfectly indifferent in rneriting it's 
continuance. 

Tux moment that war is declared, Richelieu re- 
queſts beingemployed ; and receives orders to act wit 
the army commanded by Mareichal de Noailles, in 
Flanders. This campaign was productive of no im- 
portant events, as the body of troops the Marẽſchal 
commanded, were meant as a diverſion to facilitate 
the operations of the grand army, in force on the 
Rhine. He quits, in diſguſt, and returns to Paris to 
ſolicit his ſervices may be directed to a ſcene of more 


activity, and conſequently more conformable to his 


ardor of acquiring renown. 


Txt campaign of 1743, ä to his 


deſire. He has not the good fortune of partaking in 


a Victory, but that of braving many perilous ſituati- 
ons, which command applauſe for the courage and 
preſence of mind, in conduct difplazed. The 
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Marèſc hal de Noailles, intent on commanding armict, 
more verſed in the theory of the art of war, than ex- 
pert ard profound as a General, and better calculated 
for the ſeia 2, 3 here cconomy of diſpoſition and reg a- 
larity mig: have rendered his ſervices of greater uſe 
to the ſtate, was rapidly advancing towards the Rhine 
at the head of forty thouſand meu. Between Det- 
tinghen and Aſchaffenburg, on the banks of the 
Maine, he met with the encampment of the allied far- 
ces, Engliſh, Hanoverians, and Heſſians. It's poſi- 
tion vas ſo injudicious, that the Mareſchal immedi- 
ately avaiis himielf of the miſtake committed, by 
compelling without the hazard of an engagement 
his enemies to ſurrender. In this view, he linzs 
the banks of the river with his formidable artillery. ; 
and places twelve thouſand of his choiceſt troops 
to intercept the paſſage to Dettinghen, the only 
debouche, the army had to effect their retreat in 
caſe, as was judged, the change of their poſition, 
irom want of proviſions, became indiipenſable. 

The King of England, who had joined the 
army, apprized Ly Marſhal Stair of it's critical ſitu- 
ation, reſolves, as the only alternative to ſave it, 
do decamp under favor of the night, in the greateſt 
lilence. The vigilance of the Count de Noaillæs 
Penetrating their intention, he intimates to his fa- 


3 
Wat 


y 


11 


ther the movement commenced, who immediately 
uTved che order, for cheit bei. g enveloped in the 
defi':: thot necſſity obliged them to enter; and 
b:vu.z gwen the direction retires to ſome other 
pe.t, ithout the idea of his Nephew the Duke 
of Grammont, who commanded this body, preci- 
pitating 2 meaſure, which, had he obeyed the 


Mareſchal's injunction, enſured ſucceſs. Inſtead of 


awaiting the favorable moment of attacking them, 
when entangled in this narrow paſs, he ruſhes on 
the enemy in a plain, where equal valour and an 
equal front was oppoſed ; and from the previous 
concerted ſtation of the artillery incapacitated it 
from acting, unleſs riſking it's effect on the French 
troops. The Mareſchal ſhould have ſtaid to ſee 
his orders executed. It was unpardonable in him 
to abſent himſelf, and ſubject to imprudence and 
raſhneſs of others, the loſs of that opportunity, 
which would have immortalized him, and proba- 
bly added to his laurels the honor of a captive 
King, | 

| In this action the detachment alone z OCCu- 
pying the poſt where it had been fixed at, had to 
efiſt the impreſſion of a whole army, which preſ- 
| ſure proving too powerful, notwithſtanding the 
heroiſm diſplayed, was forced to give way ; the 


regimen: 
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regiment of guards, not ſeconding the efforts of 
thcir colleagues, to maintain an orderly retreat, 
a general diſmay enſued, and the troops fled on 
all fides, Many of the officers, abandoned by 
their men, preferred being ſacrificed, to ſurviving 
ſuch diſhonor ; and the beſt families of France 
had moſt of them cauſe for mourning the diſaſter, 
ſuch neglect had occaſioned. The Duke de Ro- 
chechouart periſhed, whoſe charge of firſt Lord of 
the Bedchamber was conferred ſome time after on 
Richelieu. 

The Mareſchal de Noailles arrived at this 
moment to ſave a part o the army, his preſence 


cauſed ſome troops to rally, and gave time to the 


| reſt to recover their panic=the Duke had a horſe 


ſhot under him, expoſing his perſon in the heat 
of the action, combating at the head of the regi- 
ment of Rohan, ancieatly his own, and alternately, 
at the head of that of Piedmont. Theſe regiments 
led on fo galluntly, had ſuffered great loſs. They 


formed the rear Guard; In the Duke's former re- 


giment, fe ur hundred men were laying on the field 


of battle, and forty-two officers; and fortune, that 
protedted him, brought him out of the action unhurt, 


though the laſt man that croſſed the river. 


NoTWIil HSTANDING 


_ 


1 


NoTw1THSTANDING the victory obtained, 
the Engliſh did not encamp on the field of battle, 
but purſued their route to Hanover. The Duke 
of Richelieu, was left to take charge of the wound- 
ed and the care of burying the dead. In this un- 
pleaſant duty, his regret was excited greatly, in 
ſeeing men of his quality laying indiſcriminately 
with the ſoldier. Traverfing the melancholy ſcene, 
a fund of obſervation occurred—he overheard two 
wounded ſoldiers lamenting pleaſantly, however ſe- 
rious their accident, each other's misfortune. 4A 
cannon ball had carried away the legs of one, and 
a muſquet ball in an horizontal direction had, with- 
out wounding the ſkull, blinded the other. In this 
ftate they were drinking out of a ſmall bottle toge- 
ther, when the Duke and his people appeared. The 
blind man conceiving the alarm to be a party of 


' the enemy, the other ſaid, it was indifferent to him, 


for unleſs they choſe to come and meet with him, 
he certainly (ſhould not go and ſeek them; to which 
remark, his comrade as aptly {ubjoined ; he did not 
care whether they came on his rear or his front, as 


any how, he ſhould not experience the ſorrow of 
feing his conquerors. The Duke took theſe brave 


men under his immediate protection, and one of 


chem 


1 
them ſurviving, owed to his attention, the latte: 
part of his days being made comfortable by a ſuit- 
able proviſion, 

Tuts deciſive and bloody battle ſpread delola- 
tion throughout the kingdom ; and Meareſchal de 
Noailles was juſtly blamec'. for hazarding, „hz: 
fortune had put into his hands. Mc:Jars de 1a 
Tournclle, recently created Dutc1eſs de Coate au- 
roux, much attached to the Mareſch.!, and nis I co- 
tectreſs, could not diveſt herſeif from condemning 
his conduct. In her letters to Richelieu, wl. om, 
ſhe addreſſes as her dear Uncle, the ſentiments im- 
parted merit approbation; and proſiting by this 
epoch, ſhe renewed her entreaties to his Majeſty to 
command his armies in perſon. It was difficult to 
rouze the Monarch. His ſenſibility, though exci- 
ted on the news of any diſaſtrous event, ſeemed only 
the momentary cauſe of natural agitation, every 
trace diſappearing when plunging again into relax- 
ation. Madame de Chateauroux exerciſed how- 
ever her empire, and what ſemblance of a King he 
manifeſted, the nation owed to her being ind efati- 
gable in ſpurring him to exertion. 

Richgriru did not paſs the winter at Paris. 


He remained in garruon at Straſburg, where his 


Correſpondence 


' 
7 


1 

correſpondence with the King commenced. Lewis 
XV. amuſed himſelf in journaliſing for his favorite, 
every occurrence at Court, and communicat ed it, 
as written by a third perſon. He deiaile; in a 
pleaſant and humorous manner the ceremony of he 
marriage of the Duke of Orleans ; the mode of 
preſcnting the ſhirt and ſhift to the bride and hridle- 
groom, the latter of whom he obſerved, is from bis 
groſs figure, ill adapted to fulfill the rites. In ano- 
ther letter, he particularized the Ladies of his Court, 
either in his good graces, or afflicted with his diſ- 
pleaſure, ending this epiſtle, by remarking that the 
death of the Duke de Rochechouart, occaſions great 
intrigue, to ſucceed to the poſt his death vacues ; 
ſeveral perſons having demanded it for Monſieur 
de Richelieu, amongſt others the Princeſs, (mean- 
ing Madame de Chiteauroux), which, being known 
at Court, fixes the choice indubitably on him, and 
accordingly you may on my part, ſignify to him, 

that with pleaſure the favor has been granted, 
AFTER ſome time ſpent in great anxiety, the 
Duke at length receives the welcome letter. Ma- 
dame de Chãteauroux announces the King's deter- 
mination to head his army, details the ſelection of 
thoſe to accompany him ; and commending the 
utcle pomp he will be attended by, nobly obſerves, 
M his 
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his pride and defire of glory, will be ſufficiently 
gratified by the honor of leading a conquering 
army, without the neceſſity of being environed by 
the ſplendor of monarchy. She informs the Duke, 
he will be nominated one of his Majeſty's Aides 
de Camp, and preferred to the rank of Lieutenant 
General. 

Sven a rapid ſucceſſion of pleaſing intelli- 
gence flattered greatly the Duke's imagination ; 
who already anticipating the glory he would ac- 
quire in the pteſence of his Soverzign, felt every 
moment tedious that retarded the event; and rely- 
ing on the good fortune that had attended him in 
his military career, he became almoſt inſenſible to 
danger, obſerving in his familiar epiſtles to the ſex 
with whom he was in correſpondence, that he ran 
much greater riſk in purſuing that paſſion, than 
he could do in the field of honor, however cx- 
poſing himſelf. | 

AszszxT from the capital, he was too good a 
Courtier not to be ſedulous, in acquiring a per- 
fect knowledge of the moſt minute incident paſſing 
in the place, which he conſidered as genial to the 
advance of his fortune. He was vigilant alſo in 
maintaining uninfringed, thoſe prerogatives he 

deemed 


79 ] 


deemed attached to his charge at Court, and thoſe 
appertaining to his rank of a Peer of France. 
The following Letters from the Count de Noailles, 
are in proof of his particulaxity on this ſubject. They 
are dated the iſt, 2d, and 3d of January, 1744. 
© [T is too agreeable, my dear Uncle, to 
be "enabled to write without the apprehenſion of 
the letter being unſealed, not to ſeize the oppor- 
tunity offered of communicating unreſervedly with 
you.* I ſhall aſk your permiſſion to decline all 
eloquence, as aot reconcileable with a faithful and 
conciſe narration of facts, that you ſimply require. 
I ſhall begin with an account of the Tournaments 
ſince you requeſt a detail of them. 

« On the day of the wedding F the Duke 
de Geſvres enquired of the King, if, it was his plea- 
ſure, Tournaments ſhould be exhibited > His Ma- 
jeſty commanded them, and ſuch as were dif] play- 
ed at the Marriage of Madame. The Duke de 
Geſvres in conſequence named fix perſons of ti- 
gle, and propoſed the Dake of Grammont for one, 


— . — 


® By this may be ſeen the pleaſant paſtime of the Count in endeavoring 
thereby to diſcover Criminals, or in amuſing the King by learning the 
ſecrets of Farailies | 
+ That of the hun Duks of Orteanty before mentioned. 
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But this Duke refuſed, alledging it was an unpc- 
liteneſs to women of a certain diſtintion ; and the 
Dutcheſs publicly exprefſed her opinion, that it 
was aſtoniſhing the King ſhould think of renew- 


| ing his diverſion, ſince the adventure of the Duke 


de Luines had occaficaed it's prohibition, This 
obſervation was very ill received; and the Duke 
de Grammont's particularity in appearing the next 
day without any device affixed to his Garter, ſtili 
more taken amiſs. Thoſe, who wore them, were 
the Marèſchals of Noailles and Duras, the Dukes 
of Luxemburgh and Tallard, the Prince of Sou- 
biſe and the Count de Noailles, who divided his 
with the Duke of Biron. They all went off very 
well, and His Majeſty approved. Here ends this 
ſubject. We will now adyert to what relates to the 
Government of Saumur. e 

« Ous worthy Cardinal having informed me oc 
the dangerous ſtate of Monſieur D' Aubigne, we 
were of one accord, that the Government of that 
diſtrict being contiguous to Richelieu, and yield- 
ing an income from 25 to 30,000 livres annually, 
would be a ſuitable appendage to your Revenue, 
I inſtantly quitted him to ſpeak to the Princeſs. 


$ Madame de Chiteaurous. 


You 


— _ 
_— 
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-- 
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You may well judge I did not wound the delicacy ot 
her friendſhip by ſoliciting on your account. I no- 
ticed the likelihood of it's approaching vacancy, 
and ſimply intimated my idea, it would ſuit your 
conveniency to hold. I was perfectly well receiv- 
ed, defired to announce the moment it would occur. 
and what poſſibly may excite your ſurprize, thank- 
ed for the zeal and attachment I bore you. In the 
courie of this negociation, the death of the young 
Duke de Rochechouart intervened*, I think how- 
ever your ſucceſs, in the latter, ſhould not cauſe 
you to loſe fight of the other, which is an advan- 
rage alone wanting. You may then ſurrender your 
Lieutenancy of Languedoc, which has coſt you im- 
menſe ſums without deriving any compenſation. 


In fact, it is only an oſtenſible dignity, which I con- 


— — 
Ly 
* 


| ceive totally ſuperfluous, where the individual unites 
in himſelf full conſequence ſufficient. 
* I SHALL not conceal fiom you, that thoſe 


envious or deſigning courtiers, fron: wiofe eſteem 
you are precluded, circulated at firſt, that the ſur- 


vivorſhip of this poſt, devolved in virtue of former 
promiſe given, to Mons. de Luxemburg, whilſt a 


— 


= ® The King had given to the ſon the peſt of Firſt Gentleman of the 
1 Pedchamber, which the Father, killed a the battle of Dettioghen, held. 


| 


| dilintereſteg 
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diũntereſted public beſtowed it with one voice on 
you, as the friend of the Monarch and of his belo- 
ved Idol. His Majeſty's delay, in making known 
his intentions, rather excited wonder ; but as the 
gift was lo gracicus, i am happy in the procraſtina- 
tion that aroſe. Surely, no Sovereign could excel 
in the mode of gratifying a ſubject ! It was accom- 
panied with ſuch marked honor as filenced every 
courtier. My Father aſked it for you from the 
King, and though I was ſenſible you ſtood in ny 
need of his auxiliary aid, I was glad the Court waz 


convinced by this ſtep of the unity of affection be- 
tween you. It may be a means of counteracting 
the unceaſed endeavors to break this chain of inte- 
reſts with our families; which, the ſtronger it links 
together, the more flattering the perſpective, to our 


conjoined purſuits. 


« You ſhould be acquainted that Meſſieurs 


Bachelier, Le Bel, and generally all thoſe about the | 
King's perſon, have rejoiced in your nomination. 

« You will alſo be much pleaſed in learning 
that our Maſter drank to your health, the night at 
ſapper, of the day your muttoa from the Ganges 
was caten, which was greatly reliſned. I participa- 
ted with my father in that you ſent me, and we 

both 


— 


1 
bock join in thanking you ; permitting me to add, 
in return for your attention, two hen turkeys. 

c IIR TEN O placing Fleury, the Swiſs, as an 
atrendant on my Father, a fituation that cannot but 
be profitable, and which his ſervices merit. 

«© TRE only thing new, that occupies the 
minds of the Court, is the intended appointment of 
Monſieur the Prince of Conti, to command in Ita- 
ly; and as you will know from others the key of 
this arrangement, I ſhall not enlarge thereon. Poſ- 
bly, you may not have heard of the adventure of 
the coachman to Madame de Modene, who un- 
guardedly Jaid his whip on the Baſhaw, which cau- 
ſed the latter to draw his ſword and wound him. 
Madame de Modene®, in lieu of excuſing the ig- 
norance and inadvertency of her ſervant to the Duke 
de Bouteville, was abſurd enough to carry her 
plaints to his Majeſty, demanding examplary fa- 
tistaction for the inſult to the equipage of a foreign 
Princeſs. The King ſmiled, obſerving the Ba- 


— 


This Lady, after the Duke's journey to Modena, came often times 
under various pretexts to Paris; and as many others, was one that felt hu- 
miliated, in diſcerning that her Lover's attachment was not permanent - 
Grief for her exile, and matrimonial diſguſt, had preyed wonderfully on her 
mind, and although young, had transformed the beautiful Dutcheſs of V alois 


into a being 00 longer intereſting, thao gratit;de, from tecollection, im« 
preſſed, 


ſhaw 
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ſhaw ought to have been more enduring; and 
here this reſted. Meuſe, who is attached to you, 
however you are told of the contrary, has been 
at Death's door. The Ladies of the Court were 
minute in their enquiry during his illneſs ; and 
when the ſaid Marquis reappeared, the King re- 
ceived him with ſuch emotions of joy, as plainly 
denoted, he was in the good graces of the Mon- 
arch. 

* My Father has conformed to the King's 
wich, in giving a Commiſſary's poſt ro Lajacques ; 
aud in this inſtance it was pleaſing to remark the 


interelt of His Majeſty in the advancement of this 


young man's fortune. 


« In what regards affairs of a more ſerious 
nature, as I can only view them, but through a 
ſpying glaſs, this is nearly what preſents to my 
imagination. 

* I think the Sovereign is dſirous of do- 
ing in all things what is right, and poſſeſſes actually 
more judgement and knowledge in matters of ſtate 


than his Miniſters. But having, in his education, 


been taught to entertain ſo perfect a reliance in their 
endeavors for the good adminiſtration of his king 
dom, it is difficult to remove a principle fo in · 
culcated 


8 + * 
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culcated and that gains daily freſh root, in diffi- 
deace of ſeif acting. In this, and other reſpects, 
I fe no change in our maſter ſince your abſence. 

© The AmbaTadors Florilo and Mor ico, 
have been urging the appointment to the com- 
mand of the troops in Italy; but however great 


the exigency, an unaccountable delay has prevail- 
ed Pom y it may be reſolved on this evening, 
andi le, wy journal of to-morrow will apprize 
you the cof. | 
„SECO January, 1744 —As l had fore- 
ſeen an! intimared to you, my very dear uncle, 
the Piince of Conti is named as the General for 
Italy. The Lieutenant Generals to act ſubordi- 
nate are yet unknown ; but to every appearance 
the Mareſchal of Maillebois' ſervice will be exempt- 


ed. Some confer the diſtirction ot firſt Lieute- 


nant General for this army on Le Bailli de Gizri, 
| and mention hkewiſe, that the ſervices of Meſ- 
| ſieurs du Kailla and Ce Lautree, will in this capacity, 


be commanded, with de Chevert's ; as Major 


General. In the mean while, Maillebois the ſon 
is poſted as Quarter Matter General, and Nieſſieurs 
Canpo and Montico applaud the ſelection of the 

General, in whom, no doubt, ability and courage 


are united. 
N c Tus 
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«Tar 3d January, 1744.— The King goes 


to the opera to-night, in company with Meſdames 


de Tallard, de Chateaurous, de Lauragais, de Fla- 


vacourt, and de Luxemburgh ; and abſtracted from 
thoſe Noblemen on duty, has commanded the at- 
tendance of Meſſieurs de Boufflers, de Meuſe, and 
our humble Servant. 


*& His Majeſty has ſignified his intention of 


changing the ſcene to Marli, on the 14th enſuing. 


You may be aſſured, the moment, for thoſe to ac- 
company, is fixed, and a liſt drawn out, I ſhall 
tranſmit a copy. 

Ou valuable prelate continues on tole- 
rably well. His Eminency and my Father are on 
the beſt of terms, an union of courſe not pleaſing 
to all. I doubt not of their perſzvering, for their 
800 J ſenſe will di ate how uſcful it will be to 
both. | 

e Moxs1EzUR de Chavigny is at Court, and 
between ourſelves, on an apparent brilliant footing. 

e Tux hour for the opera is approaching, and 
Lam alfo buſied in preparations for the journey, that 
is to take place, Deblet preſſes too for me to clole, 


that he may take charge of my letter. My dear. 


Uncle will therefore excuſe my continuing, and be 
perſuaded of the invariable attachment with which I 
am, &c. &c," 


CHAP. VI. 
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CHAP. VI. 


THE DUKE DE RICHELIEU'S ATTACHMENT TO MADAME D 

LA POPELINIERE.—BAIiTLE OF FONTENOQY,THE TVK 

RETURNED TO PARIS, TAKE THC LEASE Gt IE, 

I FACENT TO TRE FINANCTIER'S.=HE CAUSES A 1101. 

TNG RAL CHIMNEY TO BE CON TED, BY Will 

ME AN3 HE ENTERS THE APARTMENT OF HAS DIPLNT- 

7 Y.—TFEALGUSY ARISING FROM A PREFFRiINCE GIVEN 10 

2118 VALET DE CHAMBRE, CAUSES AN IMPROPER E- 

| ERTION OF AUTHORITY, IN SENDING THE PERSON, W HO 

| HAD MADE THE CHOICE, TO THE HE FOR REPEL 
TANTS. : 


Tus Duke de Riclielieu, who had formed an ac- 
quaintance, at Madame de la N artèlières with Mon- 
ſieur de la Popelinicre, a rich financier, renewed and 


| fought his intimacy, from the knowledge he lad of 


| his recent marriage, with a very pretty woman. 
Monſieur de La P. had drawn her from a very low 
origin, 
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origin, thinking, that gratitude, for ſo great achang® 


in her forune, would op-rate in ſupplying, what ws 
wanting on his part to pleale; and that to the for- 
mer conſideration, eſteem and obligation would be 
fucceeded by regard. He forgot, poor min! that 
the impreſſion of the heart is voluntary, and totally 
abſtracted from calculation or reflection. 

His houſe was the rendezvous of the men of 
rank and genius in the capital. The moi? refined 
luxury was diſplayed, and continved feſtivals beſpoke 
the magnificence of the landlord, Niaiſelf not 
young, nor much civilized in his mant ers, often con- 
ceived the riches and elevation, he had conferred, 
would atone for any harſhneſs to his Lady, who ſaw 
herſelf conſtantly the object of admiration by the firſt 
roblemen. The Mwetchal de Saxe, che Marquis de 


Meule; and above all, Richelieu, aſpired in the gain- 


ing her goud graces, If the latter was not endowed 


with that oh ſo cc:aii.anding in ſeduction, he uni- 
ted in himſe f the hal it of conqueſt; and was fully 
everſed in all that refinement of art, leading to ſucces. 
At forty-nine, he was as dangerous to the ſex, on 
whorn his attention was beſtowed, as at thirty; and 
Madame de la P. faon diſcerned, thit if not the 


youngeſt of the competitors, for her favor, he was 
doubtleſs the moſt amiable. 


HER 


191 

Arx huſband, irtoxticated with the ſilly vanity 
of having his houſe frequented by the noblemen of 
the Court, had not penetration to ſee his wife was the 
attraction. He arrogated, to his perſonal conſidera- 
tion, and the goodneſs of his table, the honor of 
their viſits. He paſſed his days in the greate!t "cue 
rity, whilſt the Duke had turned every avenue in his 
| wife's affections againſt him. This woman, having 
once yielded to her prepoſſeſſion, felt the force of 
her attachment, and wiſhed for continual indulgence. 
The Duke, equally impaſſioned, was ſenfible grief 
had it's limit; and in the object of his adoration, 
ſoon forgot the intereſting perſon, whoſe loſs he 
had fo recently deplored. Diſſatisfied with dedicat- 
ing his attention only by day, he ſought the nights 
to witneſs his happineſs. The Porter was bribed :0 
facihrate his acceſs, and Mademoilclle Dufour, ad- 
mitted by the Lady in the ſecret of her choice, was 


an inſtrument whom the Duke tound fimilarly pro- 
pitious to his withes. 


In theſe nocturnal excurſions, Richelieu was 
accompanied by a ſmart Valet de Chambre, named 
Stephano. The Duke, commiſſioned him to dif. 
pole the Maid in his favor. Stephano ſucceeded, 
out preſerving a former attachment, in the perſon 
of Mademoiſelle Aimee, Miſtreſs of Monſieur de 


Pauce, Treaſurer for the Army Diſburſements, 
this 


1 


this multiplied connection became a ſource of mes 
lancholy events in the end to the parties, as the ſe- 
quel will ſhew. 

Tux Duke, for ſome months, enjoyed unmo- 
leſted the pleaſure of the company of this amiable 
woman; his and the Lady's ſervant being the only 
perſons privy to their correſpondence. It was ne- 
ceſſiry however, to conduct it hereaſter with more 
myſtery, Monſieur de la Popeliniẽre had caught 
the alarm, and employing thoſe Spies, whom mo- 
ney commands, to fruſtrate the moſt agreeable per- 
ties, the Dulce had notic2 of his being narrowly 
watched. One of theſe emiſſaries was nearly fal- 
ling a victim to Richelieu's violence, who ſeizing 
bim in the act, was proceeding to inflict inſtantane- 
ous and fcrious puniſhment. Fortunately, Stepha- 
no more collected than his Maſter, prevented con- 
ſequences, which muſt have been attended with dif. 
grace, if rendered public. 

Tuk Duke aſſigned another taſk to this fer- 
vant, Entertaining injurious ſuſpicions, he direct- 
ed his poſting himſclf to obſerve, if others were ad- 
mitted on a ſimilar footing * His report was favo- 
rable, and deſerving of no other particular, than 
the mode of concealment he adopted to aſcertain. 
Lvery one that has been at Paris knows that large 


hogtheads 
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hogſheads are placed in different parts of the town 
for the conveniency of the Hackney Coach houſes, 
filled with water. One of theſe was empticd on the 
occaſion, for which a certain gratuicy was given to 
him who had charge; and in this, the faithful con- 
fident took up his Lodgings for ſeveral nights, 

Tux feſtivals given in honor of the marriage 
of the Dauphin with the Infanta of Spain, afforded 
frequent opportunities of meeting. In theſe, the 
Duke bitterly complained of the preference ſhewn 
to another in this embaſſy; and what vexcd him 
the more was, that however the refuſal he had, his 
Majeſty ceaſed not to treat him with equal familia- 
rity and diſtinfticn, 

Tais recent attachment did not cauſe him to 
break off either with Madames Portail or Maucon- 
ſeil from the latter who influenced Monſieur 
D'Argenſon, he knew the meaſures that Miniſter 
projected; and thereby the time of ſoliciting any 
point for himſelf. Some ſuſpicion ariſing, cauſed 
a coolneſs between them; and it is a fact well 
eſtabliſhed, that poſſibly from this ground, D'Ar- 
genſon, on moſt occaſions, ſceretiy oppoſed his 
VIEWS. 

He was alſo initiated in the myſtery that cauſ- 


ed ſo ſudden an intimacy, between the married fa- 


milies 


1 


milies of Luxemburgh and Boufflers, which the 
reſpective huſbands finding our, gladly for their own 
convenience, confirmed. Thus Monſieur de Bouf- 
flers, became the ciciſbeo of Madame de Luxem- 
burg, and vice verſa the other. At the Opera, and 
in every public place, it appeared a common ar- 


rangement, and the ſanction given, faved it from 
the breath of ſcandal, The Duke admitted to a 


ſhare of theſe amuſements did not interrupt the ſet- 
tled courſe of harmony eſtabliſhed before, he be- 
came a participator. The Ladies occomodated 
themſelves, with this intruſion ; and Richelieu's va- 


nity often was gratified in hearing the gentlemen 
expatiate on the faithful and conſtant attachment of 
their reciprocal objects. The death of Madame de 
Luxemburg ſome time after followed by that of 
Monſieur de Boufflcr's, ending this partie Quarree, 
the remaining couple united themſelves in marriage, 

RICHELIEV about this time, purchaſed a 
houſe, which, decorating with every luxurious 
comfort, he made his villa, appropriating it to fu- 
ture retirement. It had belonged to Monſieur de 
la Boiſſiere, Treafurer of Languedoc, and was ſitu- 
ated in the vicinity of another to the ſame intent, 


that Monſicur de la Popeliniere rented. This rea- 


ton, had in part, induced the purchaſe.— In the 
. ſeled 


[m1] 


ſelect parties of his friends the Duke convened, 
Voltaire generally was a gueſt; and thele two 
friends pleaſed themſelves in the recollection of the 
eaiety of diverſion, that had attended their juve- 
nile days, in the Reign of the Regent. 


Moxs1eur de la Popeliniere atten repaired to 
his villa, which having a large garden to it, tue 
Lady found herſelf inclined to walking, and the 
Duke, informed of thoſe hours ſhe dedicated to this 
new attachment, cont.ived to accompany her in 
her peregrinations. This 1atclligence was not f i{- 
pe ded, the Fluancier conſidering he had leſſened the 
Dake's attentions by changing his porter io one 
perfectly unaccomodating; who, hi ed on double 
wages, and aſſured of further proviſion, like a true 
Cerberus, on every occaſion, denied entrance to the 
perſon marked by his Maſter as a dangerous or 
unwelcome viũtor. 


Tus King, defirous of peace, thought tg 
nave obtained it on the death of that titular Em- 
peror, Charles the ſeventh, for whoſe rights or 
claims, he had been induced to arm. But the 
Engliſh having laviſhed vaſt ſums, in ſupport 
of the Queen of Hungary, and defpairing ot re- 
imburſement, ſought for effeual retribution in an- 
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nihilating the marine of France and Spain, and 
preying on the commerce of thoſe kingdoms. His 
Majeſty was therefore obliged to arm in his turn; 
and however great the diſaſters of the preceding 
campaign, he found himſelf, on repairing to the 


Army in Flanders, at the head of a force more 
numerous, and in every relpect, better appointed. 

In Germany, the operations were limited to 
a defenſive ſyſtem, The Mareſchal de Saxe, en- 
truſted with the command in Flanders, after having 


by marches and counter marches, deceived the 


vigilance of the enemy, on a ſudden appeared be- 
fore Tournay, and commenced it's fiege. The 
Allies ſtung with the mortification of being out- ge- 
neralled, reſolved to riſque an action, for the ſa - 
ving of this place. His Majeſty, with the Dau- 
phin, joined the army on the eve, attended by 


thoſe whoſe ſervices before had been command- 


ed; and the Duke, as firſt Aide de Camp to his 
Sovereign, burning with ardor of performing ſome 
valorous atchievement. 


Ox the eleventh of May, the enemies advan- 
ced in order of battle; and at ſix o'clock in the 
morning, the ſignal was given for the action to 
commence, The right of the French ſpread to 


tho 


1 
the Village of Antoine; their leſt to that of Barri, 
and their centre formed and occupied the plain of 
Fontenoy. To detail the particulars would only 
be a repetition of what other hiſtorians have ably 
related. It is our province only to obſerve, that 
the Duke of Cumberland, commanding both Eng- 
liſh and Dutch, by the happieſt ſcientific manceu- 
vre, gradually advanced in a column, whoſe wedge 


was impenetrable, from the firmneſs and courage 
diſplayed. 


Were we to permit ourſelves the liberty of 
remarking on the manner the attempt to break 
this column was made, we ſhould be led to pro- 
nounce an opinion, that, owing to the feeble ſtate 
of the Mareſchal de Saxe, the faculty of mind he 
had, in war, ſo often given eminent proots of, did 
not bear him through on this occafion. To 
this formidable column, compoſed of thirty thou- 
fand men he brought looſe bodies of men drawn 
up in regiments, who ſignalizing themſelves, wich- 
out arreſting the progreſs of the enemy, only fell 


to be ſupplanted by others, equally ſacrificed. 


The alarm became general, the maſs con- 
ſtantly advancing, was thought irreſiſtable, and 
almoſt an unanimous idea prevailed, that the battle 

Was 


r 


= 


was loſt. Soon this concluſion pervaded in the 
quarters where his Majeſty and his ſon were poſted ; 
and the Mareſchal ſignified his wiſh, theſe auguſt 
Hoe ct itors would withdraw, before the order of re- 
teu nas iſſued.— Both theſe Princes oppoſed an 
'ntimatioa dictated by extreme caution for their ſafe- 
ty, an} juſtly judged, ſuch a change of poſton, at 
that critical juncture, might convert a regular re- 
t cat. into a diſorderly fligit. Richelieu arrives at 
this moment, eicaped from a thouſan q pzrils, that 
he had bravel, in leading to the. charge ſeveral 
different regiments. He boldly declares, that Fon- 
tenoy ſtill holds out and from the furvey he has ta- 
ken of che field, that they are ſure of gaining the victo- 
ry if his advice is adopted; he points to a place, where 
if field pieces are brought they will act obliquely, and 
thus penetrate this mals ; obſerving that the artillery 
opening a paſſage, the King's houſhold and other 
troops, that have not yet been employed, will ſoon wi- 
den it, and force the column to a ſeperation.ä— The 
King, ſtruck with the confidence cxhibited, gave 


way to his judgment; and empowered him imme- 


diately to carry his Majeſty's orders, to the Mare- 


{cha], for this diſpoſition. 
Tae order is obeyed, and the effect of the 
meaſure is immediate, The Allies, in poſſeſſion of 


victory, 


ou 1 
victory, on a ſudden, find their laurels converted in- 
to Cypreſs*. The fire of the artillery is ſo rapid and 
powerful, that whole ranks are ſwept ; and the co» 
lumn, hitherto impenetrable, ſeems to bend. A: 
this inſtant, Richelieu leading the carabineers and 
Gens- d'armes, daſhes on the entry formed, and pre- 
cipitating all before them, the fortune of the field is, 


by a ſtrange effect of chance, the prize of thoſe whom 
a moment before deemed themſclves conquered, 


Tur King rode over the field of battle and, 
with melancholy, ſurveyed the ravage. He drew 
the Dauphin's attention to contemplate on the mi- 
| fery derived from ſuch ſucceſs, and even how hard 


on the victors a conqueſt of this nature. Entirely 
wrapped in ſentiment, he turns to the Duke, affu- 


ring him that the recollection of Fontenoy and his 


ſervices rendered, will make a laſting impreſſion. 
On this fatal day, above twenty thouſand men paid, 
with a ſurrender of their breaths, the ambition of 
their leaders. Tournay capitulated ten days after 
the action, and the Monarch gave a public audi- 
ence, to receive the fulſome congratulations of men, 
alcribing to him the glory of the event. 
R1CHELIEU returns to Paris to enjoy the ho- 
nors that awaited him. A grateful people, apprized 
of 
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of the happy turn of his dilcernment on that day, 


beſtowed their joint teſtimony of approbation, on 
him and the Mareſchal. He expected alſo othet 
rewards, but the multiplied obſtacles, from Mons. 
de la Popeliniere's continued jealouſy, impeded his 
courſe. The Duke enquires for a houſe in the ſame 
ſtreet of the Fiuancier's H6tel. One adjoining is 
found empty, and directly hired in a fictitious name, 

is occupied by a Dame Gerard and her ton, 
an exempt of police both placed in by the Duke. 


Tn examining the nature of the building, it is found 


that a joint wall of one fide, formed one of the a. 


partments together with Madame de la Popcliniere's 


cabinet. Inſtantly it is reſolved to conſtruct a chim- 
ney, to anſwer the purpoſe of introduction ; and 
Deſnoyer, a mechanic of great ability, was charged 

with the execution of the lucky idea ſuggeſted. 
Tuis Man makes choice of two maſons, 
and under a promiſe of fifty Louis they engage to 
complete the work enjoined, under the favor of a 
night, with ſcarcely any diſturbance. The plan 
ſettled, they are conveyed to the dwelling in a car- 
riage, with their eyes blinded ; and only on their 
being guided into the apartment, where their ta- 
lent is required, are they permitted to fee the 
light. 
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fight. The frame of the chimney is placed on 
hinges, ſo that by turning, it ſerves for either 
houle; and the work proved and finiſhed, the work- 
men, are reconducted with fimilar precaution. 

By this ingenious contrivance, all umbrage 
was avoided ; and the Duke on the next evening 
met with a grateful return for the happy expedi- 
ent. Stephano alſo partook of the pleaſure it af- 
forded, by Mademoiſelle Dufour's company, 

Tuts woman, however not faſhioned ſuffici- 
ent to allow liberally for the feelings, of him, 


whom ſhe had once profeſſed an attachment to, 
diſcovered in Stephano that his devotion to her 


was more an act of neceſſity, impelled on the oc- 
caſion, than proceeding from natural ſentiment. 
She communicates her ſuſpicions to her Miſtreſs, 
who imparting them to Richelieu, the latter wiſh- 
ed to convince himſelf what other had obtained 
2 preference in his ſervant. He found out, and 
doing juſtice to his valet's taſte, propoſed to ſuper- 
cede him ; but real inclination being the baſis of 
this partiality, and a financier already ſacrificed to 
the Duke's ſervant, Mademoiſelle Aimee, (the 
nature of the Lady in queſtion,) found no difficulty 


in equally thanking the Duke for the favor intend 
ed. 


R1icnELIiEY 
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Rrenztev, however indignant in meeting 
one of the ſex, ſo inſenſible to her inteieſt, calm» 
ed his firſt emotions; and coolly conſider- 
ing, perſeverance might attain the point, he tried 
and tried again. Satisfied, his purſuit was vain, 
it Is a blemich 1a his character, truth obliges us to 
relate, that he determined, on the ruin of both, to 
avenge his diſappointment. In this intent, he 
repaits to the houſe of Monſieur Berryer, Licute- 
nant de Police, one of thoſe Subaltern Miniſters 


_ ever ready to crouch under the pleaſure of the 


great, They agree, that bath ſhould be ſeized, 
and confined in different houſes of correction. 
To effect this the ſooner, Richelieu bluſhes not to 
ſeign to his ſervant, an indiſpenſable abſence for 
three or four days, diſpenſing with his attendances, 
accordingly. 
Trax moment the Duke is gone to Verſailles, 
as Stephano accuſtomed to credit his Maſter, im- 
plicitly gives faith to, he runs to impart to his Miſ- 
treſs the happy tidings. With equal rapture ſhe 
promiſes him a ſupper and a night's recreation. 
Scarcely ace they retired to enjoyment than a vio- 
lent knock at the door directs entrance in the 
name of the King. In vain the domſtic values him- 
&lf on ſerving the Dukg, The exempt is inex- 
arabls 
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erable, an as his orders received, conducts ais 


priſoners to diltcrent places , confinement, 

Ix the firſt emotion of his anger, he knows 
not to whom to aſeribe his diſappeintment. Por- 
fectly acquainted with the ternper of his Maſter in 
allowing no obſtacl-; co arreſt the progreſo of his 
views, he coni.crs himſelf his vitim, and reſolves 
on a deſperate vengeance. Agitated with theſe 
gloomy ideas, Deſnoyer in fire or fix days prelents 
himſelt, and acquaints him, he is indebted for his 
liberation to the Duke's interpoſition. 

% WHENEE come you?“ ſail the Duke, ſternly, 
c My Lord, you muſt know, I make no complaint 
on my own account, but ſuch a treatment to an un- 
fortunate woman, who has only evaded your pur- 
uit, is unworthy of your Cracc's reſcatment.“ 
Tur Duke, exaſperated in the diſcovery, 
orders him immediately ro quit his ſervice, and 
denounces if he has the preſumption of interrupting 
his wiſhes again, he muſt look to being tranſported 
as a felon out of France. The poor fellow re- 
tires and ſecretes himſelf without daring to appear 
ffteen days at Deſnoyer's. In the interim, the girl 
adreſſes the Duke, and humiliates herſelf in aſk- 
ing nis Grace's pardon, for the improper reluc- 
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tance ſhewn. In vain, ſhe implores, and not able 
to carry her plaint to Monſieur de Pauce, ſhe lan- 
guiſhes eight months deſtitute of every reſource, 
and at lengrh only owes her releaſe to the compaſſion 
of the gaoler, who, on a ſuppoſition of the Duke ha- 
ving forgotten her, embraces the opportunity of his 
ſecond embaſly to Vienna, to procure an order to that 
effect. Her lover had contrived by an anonymous 
letter, to acquaint Monſieur de Pauce, with the place 
of her confinement, and the reaſons that cauſed it. 
But this Treaſurer, obliged to ſome circumſpection 
in regard to his wife, and fearful of the Duke's great 
credit, thought, from theſe reaſons, his interference, 
in prudence, proſcribed. 

STEPHANO through Deſnoyer's interceſſion 
made his peace, and was again honored with his for- 


mer employ of attending the Duke in his nocturnal 
excurſions, He renewed his attention to Mademol- 


ſelle Dufour, but this latter, not thinking the abſence 


of her rival had worked any change in her lover's 
inclination, from jealouſy, her paſſion was converted 


into hatred, and ic was the effect of the latter, that 
accelerated tne ruin and diſgrace of her Miſtreſs. 

Is the early period of this attachment, the pub- 
lic judged Richelieu was paying court only to Ma- 


dame 
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game de la Popeliniere, as proxy to his Majeſty, in- 
tending this financier's wife to ſupply the vacancy, 
occaſioned by the death of Madame de Chateauroux, 


It was the reſult of a national concluſion from the opi- 
nĩon entertained, he had taken the latter of theſe La- 


dies, from the Duke D' Agènois, to devote her to the 
Monarch's attentions. Epigrams were made, con- 
veying bitter ſatire on ſuch occupation, for a man of 
Richelicu's rank, and caricatures were likewiſe exhi- 
bited. In one of thele, his figure is under the em- 
blem of a butterfly, traverſing from flower to ſlower, 
till ſeized by a bird catcher. This man, to puniſh 
his inconſtancy, clips his wings. The God of Love, 
feels indignant, and carries it's plaint to Jupiter. 
This god ſmiles at Cupid's anger, and to cauſe a ceſ- 
ſation of plaint and reparation, beſtows the _ of 
Mercury to be conferred on his favorite, 

Tux ſequel, however, proved that Richelicu's 
aſſiduity was as principal and not as agent. Peaceably 
enjoying the fruits ofhis ingenuity,the public deceived 
in their opinion, loſt fight of the objeſt that created it, 
and the huſband, more tranquil, afforded to the 
couple unremitted moments. One evening was 
near unveiling the myſtery, that prevailed in their 
communications; the financier by chance was in his 

P 2 wife 's 
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wife's cabinet, when the Duke announced by a knock 
his intention of viſiting, another was repeated, when 
the Lady collecting herſelf, ſpoke in a great paſſion, 
ol the diſturbance often ma: by her neighbors, and 
in the tranſport of he - ee] violence, declares ta- 
king up the poker, ihe will give knock for knock. 
The good >uibanl ſniles at the abſurdity of his 
wifc's revenge, and aſter a ſhort interval, obſerving 
it has nevertheleſs operated marvellouſt; in making 
them delift, he quits the apartment. The diſcer- 
ni g reader u ill conclude, that the expe.ient of Na- 
dame de la P's, was the ſign agreed on, denoting dan- 
g:r. Of courſe the moſt profound calm ſucceeding, 
and ſoon the favorable fignal given, the lovers found 


great amuſement in the deception. 


Tur Duke was on a great footing of intimacy 
with Meſſieurs de Beaufremont, de Boiillon, and de 
Coutault. Deſaoyer, a convenient man to all, was 
in the higheſt occupation, much favored by each, 
and in receipts of large fums, which they ſcattered 
profuſcly on their pleaſures. A man of this ſtamp, 
always cheriſhed Ly thoſe of rank, and admitted in 
their confidence, generally tyrannizes over thoſe in 
his ſubordinate employ. Himſelf rapacious, he felt 
ndiflerent to the mode of latisfying his avarice, and 

taking 
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taking advantage of the looſe conduct of thofe, to 
whoſe pleaſures he was ſubſervient, he devized ex- 
torting of money from them, by acting upo— ir 
fears. Anonymous letters were adur-{.cd to each, 
upbraiding nia wil ferious freaks, and threa en- 
ing, that in caſe, money was not depoſited 2* a 
certain place ſpecified, the particulars ©* tucir noc- 
turnal vigils would be know. ie Gentlemen 
coro glied, but avalling themſeves of their 1:fliience 
wih the T icuegant de Poe, they reſolved un 
living the perſons ſeized in che att of digging it. 
Leſnoyer, too wary nt to ſuſpect the ricitong 
obtaii.s exact intormation, aud diving ic ope- 
ratien, lecu. es the money, making ungencivuiy 
the ſ.{picion fall on the widow Gerard and her 
ſon, whom ve d not like ſhould participate in 
auy degree of e money the Duke ſacrificed io 
his diverſion Richelieu, too prompt to believe, 
exerts his choricy, has the fon taken up and con- 
fined on ſuſpicion. In vain the unhappy mother 
remonſtrates no proof exiiis to fubſtantiate ſuch 
a charge, and that her ſon's good conduct in life 
does not juſtify ſuch a criminal idea attaching on 
hun. The Duke, deceived by his confident, re- 
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jects all aſſertion of his innocence, and urging the 
criminal Miniſter to inforce his order, the poor 


young man languiſlies in priſon, till death releaſes 
him from ſuch anunjuſt and obdurate perſecution, 
RIchELIEu's recent attachments never prov- 
ed any obſlacle to his continuing his aitention to 
thoſe formed in his earlier days, for many of whom 
he entertained the ſincereſt friendſhip. Amongſt 
theſe, were Madame de la Martcliere, who, in a 
deep decline, felt pleaſed, in the company and 
converſation of tue man, whoſe devotion to her had 
contributed in the bloom of her youth, to be the 
object of her delight. The more rapid the con- 
ſumption encreaſed, it is to the Dake's praiſe, to 
ſay, that finding his preſence gave a little relief, 
the greater was his aſſiduity. Winter however, 
the ſeaſon ſo unfavorable to ſucli diſorders, ſoon 
put an end to her cares. —And the Duke had the 
mortification of feeing her expire on the moment 
he was quitting Paris, to preſide at an afſembly of 


the provincial States to be held at Montpellier. 
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CHAP, VIIT 


RHEL TEU FORMS AN INTIMACY AT MONTPELLIER WITH 


A MADAME CAPON, THE IWIFE OF ACONSUL.—HE RE. 
CEIVES THE KING'S ORDERS FOR THE PERSECUTION OF 
THE PROTEST ANTS. WISE AND MERITORIOUS CONDUCT 


| OBSERVED. MEMORIAL TRANSMITTED IN THEIR BE. 
HALF T9 HI3 MAFESTY, 


TE Duke, arrived in Languedoc, held no re- 
membrance of the loſs he had ſuſtained. Entirely 
occupied with the thoughts of the ſeverity of the 
orders, committed to his execution, his imagination 
labored to divine how to foften the rigor of their 
nature. Monſieur de St. Florentin, a Nlinifter 
without talent, accuſtomed to domincer as ſovereign 


on that branch of the Government entruſted to him, 


delegated 
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delegated powers in the name of his maſter, to 
puniſh, in the extreme, thoſe Minilters preaching 
to the reformed. Orders to this effect had iſſued 
betore the Duke's arrival, and fo far from deterring 
th: ho profeſſed that faith, from following pub- 
ucly and avowing 1ts' tenets, the harſhneſs exerci- 
ſed, was attended with every detriment to the wiſhed 
operation. The Daughters of a Madame Clanet, 
taken away by force from their parent's habitation, 
to be placed in a Convent, that they might be in- 


ſtructed in the Catholic perſuaſion, could not, how- 


ever diſagreeable and unhealthy the locality of the 


latter proved, obtain the Miniſter's Mandate, even 


to be transferred to another convent. His imbeci. 


lity, uniting with his deſpotiſm, ſuggeſted the ab- 


ſurd idea that it was derogatory to a public charac- 


ter, to recede in any ſhape from original inſtructi- 
ons once ſanctioned. I he mother of thieſe unfortu. 
nate young women, herſelf in a deep decline, 
from the miſery attendant on the compulſion uſed, 
yet wiſhing to preſerve lite to her children, ſolicit- 
ed and obtained a revocation from the Duke, 
changing their reſidence to a ſpot of greater ſalu- 
brity. 


TAE 


109 


THz more violent was the ſeverity, the more 
zeneral and numerous were the aſſemblies of the re- 
formed. Many were arreſted, exerciſing the func- 
tions of propagating the Goſpel, and had the Mini- 
ſter's injunctions been obeyed, they would have 
met the puniſhment denounced of inſtantaneous 
death. They were confined to the priſons of Niſ- 
mes. The Duke went there, tranſported with paſ- 
ſion and affecting the moſt unrelenting intention, 
towards the priſoners, he allows himſelf to be at 
once ſubjected, declaring ſuch a change proceeds, 
from a conviction, the reſult of his interrogatories ; 
thathhey are more the victims to fanaticiſin and error, 
than miſled from criminal deſign; and he ſecretly 
engages the molt diſtinguiſhed perſons in the town 
and province to ſolicit his favorable interpoſition in 
their behalf. 

Cons1sSTENT to the ſcene he is the ſpring of, 
he appears at firſt inflexible, even when thete . un- 
happy beings are proſtrated, imploring his mercy 
and conſideration, that faith is voluntary, he requires 
them to conform to the law proſcribing all meet- 
ings, and admitting their pledge of honor to this 
effet, grants their pardon, St, Florentin, exaſpe- 
rated at this act of humanity, revolting againſt thoſe 


2 principles 
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principles of his adminiſtration, he had adopted in 
tegard tc them, and to which he had commanded 
an adherence, moved his recal from the Govern. 
ment; but the Duke firm in his Majeſty's good 
graces, eſcaped the conſequence of this act of diſo- 
bedience, that, in any other perſon, and without be- 
ing fo diſtinguiſhed a favorite, the King's bigotry 
would not have endured. 

Is the midſt of theſe avocations, the Duke's 
attention was attracted by a Madame Capon, an ele- 
zant woman, wife to a Conſul. The huſband, ho- 
r.ored with the Governor's notice, was indifferent to 
the cauſe that occaſioned it; and the lady equally 
gratified in her ambition ſoon received the Duke on 
a footing, that made it manifeſt to the world who 


was the object of his petiti ſoupers ?—a daughter 
was born ſoon after this connection, and the Duke 


out of reſpect to the mother's memory, ſettled, on her 
marriage with one Rouſſe, a Commis at Bourdeaux, 
a eontract of one hundred thouſand livres, payable 
at his death. Thoſe leſs generous, in judging the 
Duke's principles, aſcribed this donation to a more 
lively intereſt in the perſon's welfare. Thus far is 
certain, that ſhe was the laſt lady whom he favored 
with his particular attention. 


. | A ra- 
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A FANATIC Prieſt, intent on the deſtruction of 


the Proteſtants, felt deep concern in the tolerating 
meaſures of the Duke. Wiſhing to appear a mar- 
tyr to religion, he ſtabbed himſelf in places in his 
body, where the leſs danger from wounds was pro- 
bable, and had it loudly publiſhed, that he had 
been ſet upon by a party of the reformed, deſirous 
of exterminating the Catholics. The reverend Fa- 
thers of the Church exclaimed, and demanded ven- 
geance. All united in the wiſh of extirpating the 
religion of the reformed, no matter at what price; 
and theſe ſacred Prelates, veſted in their functions 
to preach and inculcate the peace of God, were not 
averſe in ſatisfy ing their intolerant ſpirit, by recom- 
mending the ſpilling of the blood of their fellow- 
creatures, thereby as deriving from his eſſence, 
diſhonoring their Supreme Maſter, in affording the 
idea of his being equally bent on perſecution as 
themſelves. The complaint made by this prieſt 
was the cauſe of many unfortunate perſons being 
ſeized, that had no idea of having offended againſt 
the laws. The moſt ſevere proceſs was inſtituted, | 
and the greateſt wiſh in the clergy prevailed, to find 
zhoſe, tried, culpable. Such as death removed, ef. 
caped the dreadful alternative of rigorous long con- 


Q finement 


finement. By a lucky incident che ravage made 
was ſoon ſtopped in it's courſe. The Prieſt, deem- 


ing his conduct meritorious, full of the idea of ſacri- 
ficing heretics to the true religion, imparted the pre- 
text devized to a friend, whoſe indignation, raiſed at 
the recital, communicated it to a third perſon, and 
thence gradually ſpreading, a general murmur enſu- 
ed. The Clergy were alarmed, and compelling the 
member of their body ts a precipitate flight, they 
evaded the enquiry that would have reſulted. And 
priding themſelves on the ſubſequent fact not having 
been ſubſtantiated by evidence, they maintained 
their belief, aſſuming a merit in conſenting tacitly 
to a releaſe of thoſe unhappy beings who had been 
arreſted in conſequence of their purſuit, and unwac- 


rantably thrown into priſon. 

Ix the beginning the ſpirit of toleration, intro- 
duced by the pacific turn of the military Governor of 
the province, perfectly indifferent in himſelf as to 
what conſtituted the religious principles of others, 
had calmed that efferveſcence that reigned and diſ- 
trated the attention of the generality ; but this latter 
incident, aggravated by the perſecuting diſpoſition of 
the clergy, had cauſed it to renovate. Bernage, the 
Civil adminiſtrator, earneſt to merit the favor of St. 

Florcaiin, 
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Florentin, the Miniſter, bluſhed not to join in every 
pretext to proſecute individuals; and in one day iflu- 
ed orders for the apprehenſion of many reſpectabſe 
citizens, accuſed at his tribunal, for having connive/l 
in the importation of many books of Writing, inculca- 
ting a juſtification of the reformed. A number of 
thoſe were found with forged addreſſcs to thoſe ob- 
noxious and deſtined victims of che evil that perva- 
ded. They were announced to have been diſcove- 
red by a miraculous circumſtance on the landing 
place at Cette; The perſon eſcaping into a ſloop 
that waited for him in the offing, after having in 
vain attempted to bury them in the ſand. 


Su ca enormiĩties, excited the clamor of many, 
and the Duke ſenſible of the enthuſiaſm of thoſe at- 
fected by the adoption of proceedings of this nature 
againſt them, dreaded a renewal of thoſe diſmal 
ſcenes that diſhonored France in the former reign; 
where from a difference of perſuaſion, brothers were 
ſeen. maſſacring each other, in cold blood. 

He had already made known his ſentiments to 
the miniſters, and the clergy reſiding in his govern- 
ment, could not be miſtaken, how ſtrongly he abhor- 
red any violence being uſed. As the laſt ſtep to ac- 
quit kimfelf as a zealous ſervant to that crown he 

ſer ved, 
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ſerved, and in conformity to genuine inclination, he 
had a memorial drawn up in their favor, and pathe- 
tically calling on his Majeſty, to avert their unjuſt ſuf. 
ferings, it had, notwithſtanding the Prelate's oppoſi- 
tion, the effect deſired. The Monatch iſſued his 
mandate to ceaſe all further proſecution, and of the 
acts of his adminiſtration, it was probably the ſtrong- 
eſt one, wherein he had to reſiſt powerful ſolicitation, 
The repreſentation reflects great honor on Richelieu. 
It is a proof of his ſyſtem of moderation and humanity. 
On other occaſions it would have given us pleaſure 
it had equally operated; but juſtice to the truth of 
his hiſtory, has adduced inſtances wherein thoſe vir- 
tues, in perſonal acts, were far from conſpicuous. 
As an intereſting document it claims the attention 
of the diſcerning reader, and as ſuch, we annex 2 
tranſlate. 

«© Tax remoteneſs of the province of Langue- 


* doc, from the ſeat of government, it's peculiar 


form of adminiſtration, equally with it's poſition 
c relative to the Cevennes and other countries adja- 
« cent, have ſurely been miſtepreſented, or not 
t thoroughly commanded that notice it was deſer · 
« ving of. Inſuch a concluſion, muſt be aſcribed, 
& the indifference lutherto ſhewn, to obviate thoſe 
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$88 1 


te cruel evils, which ſeem impending. In former 
« reigns,and at various periods, ſuch have been hea- 
tc vily felt; and they have been more grievous, 
* from the Genii of the people, whoſe vivacity 
ic prompting them to embrace errors of doctrine, 
* withou: weighing it's orthodoxy, have not eaſily 

yielded to the impreſſions of conviction, by retract - 
© ing, from that haſtineſs of opinion, a national 
et quick habit had plunged them into without reflec- 
10 tion. 

t His late Majeſty, by the revocation of che e- 
er dict of Nantes, which had given a legal ſanction to 
© the ſect of Calviniſts, announced his reſolution of 
ce admitting no longer, any but thoſe of the catho- 
ce lic faith, to be peaceable inhabitants of his domini- 
* ons. It was found (contrary to the opinion that 
« had prevailed) too many on this occaſion, emigra- 
t ted; * atid as it was juſtly conceived that many of 
r* thoſe denominated (newly converted) were drag- 

r ged with others, more obſtinate, by the force of 


« example and irreſolution, rather than the dictates 
& of principle, it was thought proper to denounce 
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* It muſt be remarked, it is a courtier who ſuggeſts his advice to the 
Monarch, ſucceffor of him, who did the miſchi 


ef, and wio ;hought to repair 
it, by an edict ſtill more ſevete. | : 


| 116 J 


a penalty, correſponding to the internal wiſh, they 
cheriſhed, of being detained, by diverting their 


families from the pain of incurring it. To this in- 


tent, the order, directing all ſuch of this deſcriptt- 


on, attempting to remove out of the kingdom, to 
be ſtoppe on the frontiers, condemned to the 
galle s, tacir wives ſhaved, and th c habitations 


" razed, was a Wiſe and ſucce*: .; precaution, 


© Ty the alternative, thole that remained, 
were re- admitted into the boſom of the true faich, 
were at liberty to marry, and likely to be bleſſed 
with legitimate iſſue. The expedient was vic- 
lent, yet juſtifiable from political neceſſity, and 
adapted to the concealed inclinations of ſeveral; 
Ot courle, it has continued in it's effect, pro- 
ſcription never having been altered and allevia- 
ted. The proſperous iſſue that attended the 


war of 1688, and the immediate check the 
Proteſtants ſuffered, gave them neither time for 
recollection, or interval to create diſturbance. 
The peace that occurred in 1697, was equal- 
ly unfavorable to their views, in feizing a 
moment, of re- aſſerting their rights, when Go- 
vernment might have been engaged in foreign 
conteſt. 
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* Tat war of 1700, not promiſing ſo pro- 
© pitious an end to the nation, they, three years 
tc after it's commencement, manifeſted a determi- 
© nation to exerciſe the profeſſion of their religion 
«© more openly, and with leſs reſtraint, It is un- 
« neceſſary to enter into a detail of what paſſed 
te on the occaſion, The aſſembling of an army 
* in Languedoc was deemed requifite, and the 
© command was given to Mareſchal de Villars. 
© That officer, in the plains of Nages, acquitted 
** himſelf of the duty he was ſent upon; fifteen 
© thouſand Languedocian Calviniſts, having fallen 
«© a facrifice to their faith. Nevertheleſs, the 
King, by no means elated with this victory, but 
t on the contrary depreſſed with the loſs of ſo ma- 
* ny ſubjects blind in their zeal, preferred treat- 
© ing with them, and to a peace gave up the 
thought of any more ſuch conqueſts. 


« TRE Proteſtants humbled, dejected, were 
« however not annihilated, At this moment, 
cc above one hundred and fixty thouſand are in the 
e province, and this number in a country not of 
« yaſt extent, in which mountains and paſſes are 
tc found of the moſt impenetrable acceſs. 

© S1xcx the Epoch mentioned, nothing has 


R been 
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tt been attempted by them, that can lead to ſeri- 
tous appreherifions.—lt is true, a part of the 
r moſt zealous had aſſembled occaſionally in the 
& recefles of foreſts and caverns, to Cedicate 
te their ſolemnities to the Dcity ; and thele, it has 
e been found as impoſſible to impede altogether, 
as the reſult was inſignificant. They were never 
te numerous, and only gradually attended; few 


* marciages occurred, and they preſerved the de- 


« cency of having baptiſm adminiſtered to their 


« Children in the Churches. 

* Or the pruo they were ſubject to, be- 
cc fore admiſſion into theſe meetings, to guard a- 
. gainſt the effect of treachery, by introduction of 
te ſuſpicious perſons, we have fo ample a relation, 
& that it muſt have deterred many from joining in 


et ſuch rites, however pure their principles might 
te have been. 


er Ix the aſſembly of the States, a warm diſ- 
ct cuſſion enſued, whether irom the rigor of the. 
«© Biſhops, in enforcing every Catholic Tenct, the 
« adherence and avowal had not inſenſibly tended 


* to the encreaſe of the reformed ? and ſimilarly, 
* if the ſame effect had not been produced, from 


&« the Curates no longer baptiſing Ckildcen Proteſ- 


<* tants, 
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** tants, but as ſpurious iſſue ? or, whether that to- 
c leration, which neceſſity has impoſed, from im- 
* prudence or impoſſibility of exticpating this ſect, 
« in the laſt var, has not contributed to multiply 
« them to a number, that, if hoſtilely inclined, 
* might render them an object of commotion to 
& be dreaded; and without the practicability of 
e effecting their ſubmiſſion, but by the aid of an 
* extenſive efficient force. 

I SHALL not myſelf obtrude my opinion on 
ve this queſtion to your Majeſty ; but I ſhall beg 
ce you to reflect, that fince 1 have been honored 
cc with this Government, unceaſingly and invaria- 
ce bly have I repreſented the neceſſity of alleviating 
* evils, which I am perſuaded time only will cauſe 
to encreaſe in a ten fold proportion. 

* IT is now eight years ſince, theſe repreſenta- 
& tions were laid at the foot of the Throne, and the 
« attention of your miniſters was earneſtly com- 
* manded to remedy their conſequences, by fixing 
* and eftabliſhing a ſyſtem, diveſted of ſuch terri- 
* fic operation, for your Majeſty's approval. 
* How often have I reiterated them > Your Ma- 
* jeſty muſt allow me to ſay, that if ſuch ſyſtem 
* had been propoſcd, it's efficacy would have been 
ce immediate, in averting the il, which the want of 
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« it has occaſioned, and ſecured you in future a- 
« gainſt ſuch depredation. 

J muſt be admitted, that this iyſtem is 
* fraught with great difficulty, ariſing from that 
« delicacy due to the prelates of the true religion, 
4 in according to the obſtacles which they enter- 
* tain, relative to the intermarriage of proteſtants 
c and Catholics, with the policy dictated by civil 
% law effential to the good of the ſtate, in propa- 
« gaiing it's ſubjects. Theſe difficulties have ne- 
« ver been endeavored to be reconciled ; time has 
« elapſed; the aſſemblies have become more fre- 
te quented ; the zeal of religion borders on F ana- 
* ticiſm ; and probably the generality have made 
© themſelves culpable. It is eaſy, thence to con- 
c ceive, that any innovation, however moderate, 
ce would not be carried into effect, without having 
ce à certain power to enforce it's edicts; and were 


te ſuch terror to operate, and troops directed to 
« act, victims and martyrs would fall without 


© number. Two years have paſſed, in which it 
< has been clearly demonſtrated, that detached pro- 
te ceſs, without fixed principle, originating on ſolid 
et ſyſtem, has only aggravated the evil. Two Mi- 
er niſters, in the exerciſe of their functions, were 
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te taken, and agreeable to ancient ordinance, one of 
& them was hanged as an example. In other in- 
ee ſtances, where aſſemblies were detached, and 
« the Minifters, in time, evaded by the caution of 
& the congregation, being diſcovered, troops have 
te fired on this multitude, and butchered a part of 
them. Such conduct was the inſtant fignal for 
© retaliation; forty innocent Curates were ſacrifi- 
te ced to reformed vengeance; and fo ſecret was the 
tec intention, that of the perpetrators of this ſacrilegi- 
etc ous murder, only three of the criminals have been 
tc arreſted, one of whom eſcaping, pervades the 
tt Province in open defiance. 

“ Tuis event juſtly ſpread terror throughout 
* the Country. The Curates diſperſed in thoſe 
5c pariſhes, dreading the unrelenting furor of the 
te proteſtants, quitted the locality of their Miſſions, 
ce to ſeek for protection, to their ſacred functions, 
” in thoſe Towns, occupied by the military, where 
% the influence of the latter predominating, would 
« enſure peaceable enjoyment of their devout avo- 
« cations.— In ſuch, moſtly inhabited by Catholics, 
« no impediment aroſe, whilſt the poor in the 
te country were, from their abſence, left deſtitute, 
« in regard to the care of their ſalvation, 
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ce Sucn was the ſtate of Languedoc, when I ar- 
rived to take charge of the Government. A feint, 


of cauſing ſome troops to move, and the well con- 
trived application of a few threats, appeaſed this 


irritation. I ſpoke to thoſe, whom I conſidered 


capable of diſcrimination, and equally of capacity, 
to convey it to others. I puniſhed, where I thought 
it might be enforced without danger, mitigating 
the puniſliment denounced by the rigor of the 
Law, and apportioning it to the nature of the 
crime. More could not have been expected, nei- 
ther had more been required. Could the fituation, 
in which I found my Government, admit of great- 
er exertion ? ſince the force was inadequate to the 


number inculpated. On my laſt excurſion to 


Paris, ia January of this year, I expatiated 


ſtrongly, how requiſite this point was to engage 
the Miniſter's ſerious and untemitted attention. 
I furniſhed particular documents to your Ma- 
jeſty, explanatory of the urgent motives prevail- 
ing. Your Majeſty was pleaſed to give them a 
benignant conſideration, and inveſted me with 


the authority of meeting the Miniſters in an 


aſſembly to be held, for the purpoſe, at the 
© Chancellor's, Ig uſt do this aſſeg. bly the jaſlice 
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** toremarck, that the arguments uſed appeared td 1 
them to merit every endeavor, to obviate, by 
the introduction of a deliberate ſyſtem, tending, 
* to quiet minds agitated by religious controver- 
** ſy, the dreadful alternative of plunging, by 4 


«* dental of ſuch remedy, into a deſpair actuated by 
ce fury, and a ſubverſion of all hope. Probably 


e therefore, the aſſembly from this concluſion, al- 


© moſt unanimous, would, e'er they broke up, have 


come to {cine ſtated propoſitions, whence ſome 
* ſpecific ſyſtem would have been deduced; had 
te it not on a ſudden occurred, the expediency of the 


e biſhops being convened, as the clauſe, relative 


*© to the marriages, was the ſtrongeſt in oppoſition 
| from that body. 
| BEFORE the aflembly ſeperated, it was agreed 
| © from this ſuggeſtion, that they ſhould be written 
* toand their advice taken; and as the imbecility 
© of having recourſe to rigorous acts had been 


** evinced, frorn the event of the late commotions, 
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* without a force, adequate to the purpoſe, and 
acting on a mature and well reduced ſyſtem, it 
e was reſolved to ſuſpend, for the preſent, every 
* interference. Nothing could be more reaſona- 
re ble or juſt, provided the ſyſtem, deemed not 
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ce jeſs requiſite, had quickly ſucceeded the reſolu- 
ce tion. Unfortunately, in being poſtponed, it ap- 
* pears totally to have been forgotten, and inaction 
& has continued.“ Hence impunity has added to 
audacity. The moſt numerous bodies have aſ- 
© {embled 


er. 
* 1 


From this inſtance may be inferred, how difficult it was to ſucceed 
in any act, however manifeſt for the public good, if not countenanced by 
Minitters, ever athiters of the Sovereign will. The Governor of a Province, 
and a fayorite of the King's, is ten years, before he can compaſs, by reiterated 
remenſtrances, ſome favorable treatment to be ſubſtituted towards a claſs of 
reſpectable Citizens, diſguſte] and inuted to conſtant hardſhip. His memo- 
rials are yet conſtantly addreſſed to the Monarch, and as often attract his be- 
nevolent intention to relieve; but he Kill remains a ſave to habitual indo- 
lence, and it's natural cuncomitant. 

Inſenſible without participating in the diſlreſſes of his ſubjeRts, he re- 
fers their eventual conſideration to Miniſters, and troubles himſclt not in 
enquiring about their decifion. How incumbent is it on a Sovereign to act 
and dir. from his own judgment? Lewis XV. was fully capable, and his 
judgment was awake to the ſufferings repreſented. Still the evil exiſted, 
from the averſion his Miniſters had to interpoſe, where the Clergy ſhewed 
not only a diſinclination to alleviate, but on the contrary, the utmoſt un- 
chritian and unfeeling rancor to perſecute, by compelling the Laws, ab- 
ſurdly enacted to be as abſurdly executed. Already had the evil augmented 
to an alarming degree, and without the Duke's moderation and diſcretion, 
a civil War in the Province would have been the conſequence, What could 
a imple individual hope in the object of reform, when a man of Richelieu's 
rank, acting in ſo exalted a ſituation, found his efforts baffled? Unhappy 
Nation! thou wer't long time a victim] and in thy blind deference to thy 
Muonarehs, thou proſtituted on them appellations of eulogizm, which their 


actions merited not. 
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© ſembled without relerve; Marriages, bapriſms, 
c and every rite of the proteſtant religion lave been 
& exerciſed, with a total contempt of all caution, 
* and in open defiance of the law. 

. SUCH turbulence in the State has juſtly a- 
ce larmed your Miniſters, who plead, that in now 
«« determining on a new plan of conduct, and ſup- 
5 porting their decrees with a ſuitible power, they 
ee had never loſt view of what had been inceſſant- 
cc ly urged to their obſervation. Monfieur D' Ar- 
& genſon ſuggeſted the propriety of a quick and 
& clear determination. This gave riſe to another 
& counſel. It was held at the Chancellor's on the 
«© 16th of July. I attended; and uniformly main- 
te taining the ſame poſicion, I brougtit a majority 
© tomy opinion, and the ſequel was, that a reſ- 
tt pectable force ſhould be employed. But I could 
&« not cauſe them to fix the plan, nor to point out 
te the principles on wh ich theſe troops were to act. 
* The conſideration thereof was deferred to ano- 
te ther meeting; and however I objected to the 
« number being till inadequate, if rigorous Coer- 
% cion was judged adviſable, yet I could not carry 
“the adoption, for more than two and thirty In- 
« fantry battalions with three regiments of Dra- 


2 * Sons p the original number appointed. 
8 «© TOUR 
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t Your Miniſters can alone judge, whether 
di deftining any greater number for this particular 
* ſervice, can, by weakening any other part of 
% your Majeſty's dominions, influence, in any de- 
te oree, tac ſafety of the frontiers, in regard to foreign 
te ſlates; Bur all thoſe; intereſted in your glory and 
t honor, muſt ſee in a ſtronger light than indifferent 
and ſilent ſpectators, how muca both are compre- 
ended in guarding againſt the poſſibility of ſuch 
te troops not a Ring, without effect ally completing 
*: their object. A riſk of this nature, Sire, is incur- 
*« red, if theſe troops come to their deſtination 
te without a plan of operations, and a ſettled and a- 


c yowed principle; what would follow muſt be ea- 


« ſily imagined. A province in total confuſion, and 
« every reſource ſulpended, drawn as this is from its 
* manufactures, every workman of which is to a 
** man a proteſtant, In either caſe, fuch a conſe- 


* 


quence mult reſult, if arrangements are not prefix - 
& ed; or if thoſe, determined upon, are ill adapted to 
1 the expediency requiſite; but I think, that time, 
united with precaution, might cauſe a change in 
* the impreſſion of men's minds, and, effecting a 
calm in preſent matters, would lead by degrees to 
« the poſition to which they ought to revert. On the 


% nature 
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« nature therefore ot the means to be adopted, and 
oc on reſolving upon theſe without delay, depends the 
cc vyiſdom and ſucceſs of a meaſure arreſting at the 
« preſeat moment the attention of Europe. 
« TR E point to be attained is to lead a deluded 

& people back to that allegiance they have forfeited, 
te from a miſtaken religious zeal, bordering on fana- 
*« uciſm, 

| « TT is therefore the ſenſe we mnſt combat, 
« and in what depends on the mind, force gener - 
ct ly operates the reve. ſe of the intention. Concili - 
© atory meaſures are requiſite. To effect theſe, gen- 
* tle innovations, favoring their perſuaſion, and con- 
te fiſtent with humaniy and reaſon, ſhould be ſub- 
40 ſtituted, for thoſe harſh and unwiſe rules, under 
« which they now labor. This would enſure their 
« future obedience, without any danger of theix 
*& minds again being revolted. 


« How impolitical to reduce men defirous of 
#* abandoning every thing to the freedom of religi- 
* ous enjoyment, to the dreadful alternative of the 
* Galleys, and to a profeſſion of faith excited by | 
** compulſion, in caſe they are caught in the act of: 
« evation,” | 
„War his Majeſty to pranounce, he would 
4 fuffer 


* gut the other conſtartly will fail, 
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te ſuffer none but catholics to inhabit his kingdom; 
te than which nothing could be more juſt, and that 
* he freely allowed all thoſe of a different principle 
& to depart, I belicve, few would be found, who 
c would, on this account, expatriate themſelves? In 
« all countries, it is the rage of perſecution, that has 
© militated againſt che hope of converts. Men de- 
© rive, from their firmneſs, ideal merit, and feel a 
pride in mankind conſidering them as martyrs to 
te principle. Moreover there exiſts that attachment 
* to Jocality, which, without great cauſe, would ſe- 
te cure their reſidence; and in a few years, ſcarcely 
te one emigrant would be known, if their marriages 
« were facilitated, and to a prohiition of all exterior 
et form of devotion, either in aſſemblies or places 
© mk tor ſuch conſecration, an expreſs injunc- 
« tion otherwiſe not to moleſt was to ifſus, A 
te procedure of this nature would be pleaſing, and 
& ſatisfy thoſe of the firſt claſs, aud by their exam- 
** ples and diſcourſe the common people would 
ebe reconciled to private unmoleſted worſhip. 

« MiLoxEss and perſuaſion are the only in- 
« centives to the mind. Violence revolts and is 
«* ever ineffectual. Powerful meaſures aided by 


&« reaſon will always ſucceed ; whilſt the one with- 
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t ManxINnD are influenced by thoſe, who 
* from ſuperior ability, exerciſe the empire, which 
* ſich talents give them; and theſe will be beſt 
** able to diſcriminate, what is moſt appropriate 
©* to the religion and intereſt of thoſe, for whoſe 
* benefic they are left at full liberty to act. How 
© many are there whole ſtake is very conſiderable? 
© the hazard they run muſt make a ſerious impreſ- 
*fion, If ſuch men are gained by gentle conceſ- 
© ſton, there is nothing to be feared from the mul- 
© titude, guided by their example. On the con- 
© trary, if rigidity alone is to prevail, no hope can 
ebe entertained ; and the better fort, forming a 
ce junction with the lower claſs, will raiſe a body 
ce that may become formidable in it's oppoſition.” 

<< Ip the people continue to aſſemble, with- 
cc gut their aſſemblies being frequented by thoſe, 
& whom an habit of confidence has accuſtomed 
te them to, where can be the dread, that ſuch a 
e maſs, without leaders, and in time of peace parti- 
ce cularly, can in the leaſt affect the ſtate ? but if 
ce the whole of the proteſtants are to a man diſguſt- 
ed and indigzant with the ſpirit of perſecution 
ce pervading the government, there is great reaſon 


to apprehend the effect of their general deſpair.” 


& A con- 
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& A convICTION muſt thence ariſe, that if 
« the ſending of troops into the province is not 
accompanied, or premiſed by a ſyſtem of con- 
dus, carrying wiſdom, moderation, and regula- 
« rity of a compact principle in it's execution z 
&« ſuch an exhibition inſpiring terrror, will produce 
« dreadful conſequences ; whereas, if on the contra- 
« ry, thoſe points recommended are attended to, 
« the reverſe muſt be the certain expectation. 

Wi rnour the neceſſity of our comment on 
this memorial—it is eaſy to diſcern that the acts 
of government ſanctioned as juſt, from being iſ- 
ſued in the name of the Monarch relative to 
theſe unhappy people, were rigorous and cruel, 
The Church influenced the council ;—and that 
former body, ever repugrant to tolera: ion, ſought 
to perpetuate the exerciſe of it's dominion by a 


ſyſtem of terror alone. In conſequence, Lettres 
de Cachet were the weapons uſed againſt indi- 
viduals of a certain deſcription, whilt to influ- 
ence the conſciences of others aſſembled in bo- 


dies to profefs divine worſhip, troops were com- 
manded to chaſtize and effect their diſperſion. 


CHAP. VII. 
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CHAP, VIII. IX. 


MON?JEUR DE L POPELINIERE DISCOV ERS THE CONSTRU?. 
 91ON OF THE CHIMNEY, AND PENETRATES INTO THE 
MOTIVES. — SEP ARATION FROM HIS WIFE ENSUES,—. 
THE DUKE NAMED TO COMMAND THE BODY OF TROOPS 
APPOINTED FOR AN INCURSION INTO ENGLAND, — 
DEATH OF THE DAUPHINESS—RI:HELIEU DEPUTED AS 
AMB A SADOR EXTRAORDINARY TO VIENNA, ON ACCOUNT 

CF THE DAUPHIN'S SECOND MARRIAGE, 


Wht'sT the Duke, was occupied in the means 
of pacifying the Province in which he governed, 
matters of {crious import arole to trouble the domeſ- 
tic felicity of Madame de la P.— This Lady was 
imprudent enough to ſend away Mademoiſelle 
Dufour, without engaging her ſilence; the latter 

meditated 


1 


meditated revenge, and Stephano was not on the 


ſpot to appeaſe, or divert it's effect. Left to act, 


as ſhe choſe, ſhe gives looſe to her reſentment, and 
going to the Financier, communicates the myſtery 
of the chimney. Addicted to jealouſy, ſhe found 
it no obſtacle to perſuade, altho* the relation, 
without practical experiment, appeared improba- 
ble.— The Financier takes his wife t the Play, and 
feigning the neceſſity of a ſhort abſence, returns 
quickly to the room wherein Dufour awaited his 
coming. The proof afforded, every injurious ex- 
preſſion is beſtoned, and at view of ſome letters, 
that he is favored equally with the peruſal of, his 
indignation loles all reſtraint. Determined to part 
with his wife, he rewards liberally the diſcoverer of 
her infidelity, and without going back to fetch his 
wife home, prepares to have an interview ſolely 
with her, forbi.liing the entrance to all thoſe, with 
whoſe company his houſe was uſually honored ar 
ſupper. — Madame de la P. affected with the recent 
repreſentation of the Cid, enters her houſe, little 
ſuſpecting the perſonal moving ſcene that ſhe 1s to 
partake of. The huſband, furious, loads her with 
abuſe, and upbraiding her ingratitude declares his 
fixed intention of no longer living with her. The 


unhappy 
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anhappy wife endeavors to excuſe herſelf, but faint 
are her exculzs, and all idea ot urging compaſhon 
on this ſcore czaſes, on a ſigat of the Dake's letters 
in which the myſtery of the Chimney is recounted, 
From giving vent to his indignation, the Financier 
is diverted by a noiſe at his door. Ir is the ſervants 
of the Mareſchal de Saxe, obeying the orders of tlicix 
Maſter in ſtruggling with the Porter, that his car- 
riage may enter. Monſieur de la P. recognizing 
the Mareſchal's voice deſcends out of reſpect and a- 
pologizes, pretending that ſudden and unforeſeen 
buſineſs diſappoints him of the pleaſure of receiving 
his company this night. The Martſchal obſerving 
his agitation, is ſo particular in his enquiry, that he 
commands the other's confidence. In a diſmal ard 
plaintive voice he relates his misfortune, which fo 
far from exciting ſenſibility, occaſions a remon-- 
ſtrance againſt the impropriety of giving currency to 
A circumltance that can only make him ridiculous ; 
and that, if ſtifled, will continue him the favor and 
notice of people of faſhion, reſorting to his houſe far 
the pleaſure of his wife's company and the liberality of 
his entertainments. Take my advice, ſays the Mares- 
chal, and ſuppreſs thy reſentment: it has gone 


abroad that a chimney has ferved to the happineſs 
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of the parties. If ſo, have it ſtopped up; regard 
it only as a common incident in life, and at any 
rate reflect it is an event that many an honeſt fel- 
low is doomed to. In it's celebrity is the diſgrace, 
—admit it with patience, and fuffer it with indiffer- 
ence, or thou wilt expoſe thyſelf to ſcorn, deriſion, 
and the ſorrow of being hooted at. Richelieu is in 
luck. I wiſh the preference had fallen on me, or 


that I may enjoy the good fortune of ſupplanting 
him.—The deference due to the Marteſchal, oc- 


caſioned La Popeliniere to liſten with reſpectful at- 
tention, though he was no wiſer from his precepts ; 
his paſhon exceeding his prudence, he clamoured 
ſo loud, and fo generally, that etiquette compelled 
a ſeperation. The lady withdrew on a very ſlender 
allowance; and Richelieu quite vexed with the im- 
becility of conduct and meanneſs in the huſband, 
added for the wife's comfort, an annual ſt ipend of 
twelve hundred Livres. 

Ir was nearly at this period, that the tage pre- 
vailed of effecting a diſembarkation of troops into 
England; a project as often meanated as the execu- 
tion was delayed: The motive of ſuch an expedi- 


tion was the wiſh of re-eſtabliſhing on the throne of 
his anceſtors, the Grandſon of James II. The 


Duke 


L 18 1 


Duke was named for the command, but the prep a- 
rations were ſo retarded, and ſo inadequate to what 
ſipplies he deemed requiu te, that the undertaking 
was poſtponed to another campaign. IIe waited 
for ſome time at Boulogne, in a ſtate of inactivity; 
whilſt the Engliſh were vigilant in theic oblerva- 
tions at that port, and overawing every atte;npt to 
get out, by maſteriug the ſea with a ſuperior fleet. 
The P:ictcnder deprived of the ſuccour he had been 
promiſed, by this diverſion in favor of his intereſts 
in England, was beat in Scotland, with difficulty 
effected his eſcape, and relanding in France repair- 
ed to Paris; whence, to the diſgrace of the nation, 
in conformity to the Treaty of Peace, he was by a 
clauſe thereof, exempted from the aſylum France 
had granted to his unfortunate Family; and oppo- 


fing it's decree, he was by order of the Monarch 
arreſted, as he was coming out of the Opera Houſe, 
and compelled to retire to Rome, where his brother 
the Duke of York had juſt been advanced to the 
Cardinalate.— In the courſe of mourning tor a young 
Princeſs, who had been recently born, the nation 
was convulſed with the ſhock of the premature death 
of it's mother the Dauphineſs.— All France bewail- 
ed this loſs, Every good quality approaching to 
perfection, was attributed to this object when de- 

Ceaſed; 
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ceaſed ; however impoſſible either the Court or the 
people could have diſcerned, in fo ſhoyt a time, the 
capachty of ſuch a character, with any preciſion. 
Tue Dauphin appeared inconſolable, and his feel- 
2195, it acute, were inſulted, by the reſolution he 
fhould ſacrifice his peace of mind, to the glory of 
the nation, in wiſhing another connc Sion being 
formed to yield I-2iciimnate iN. 

A Pzix2tss of Sax», diughter of Auguſtus, 
King of Poland, was the deſlined objett. Policy 
hail dictated a change of maxim, and no improprt- 
ety was conſidered in the reigning Queen having, 
for a daughter in law, che iſſue of that Monarclt, 
who had cjected her father from his throne.— Al- 
Hances of Mouarchs are not reſtricted by ſuch ties. 
The Miniſtry, in affecting to view the ſcale of the 
intereſt of the nation, regard, as fecble and trifling, 
every obſtacle, however directly perſonal. The 
matter was determined upon, and this Princeſs' 
hand was to be ſolicited by the delegation of an 
Ambaſſador Extraordinary. 

Ir has been remarked that Richelieu was ſub- 
zefted to the mortification of tecing another Am- 
baſſador preferred, for the miſſion to Spain, after 
he had ſolicited and been promiſed the employment. 
His Majeſty, in naming him to this, deſigned it in 

com penſation 
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_ compenſation for his former diſappointment. The 
Duke was at Montpellier. The Monarch announ- 
ced it in a letter, graciouſly written by his own 
hand, recommending it's being a ſecret, until the 


moment for making the intention public occurred. 
Richelieu, in thanking the King, aſſumed the liber- 


ty of ſuggeſting ſome points as preliminaries. The 


particulars are as follow, and the anſwers denote 


the mind and footing the Favorite was on with the 


Monarch. 

It is expedient, in or- 
der the King's ſervice 
may not be delayed, that 
the Duke ſhould exactly 
know the time fixed for 
his departure. 

A ſecret of this nature 
cannot be retained for the 
workmen charged with 
the preparation of the e- 
quipages, &c. &c. will 
naturally gueſs the cauſe. 


It cannot yet be known 
as at Warſaw, it is im- 
poſſible for them to di- 
vine, wliat has yet not 


been announced. 


The mode to obviate 
this d.fiiculty, is by poſt- 
poning the ordering of 
them. Indeed, to iſſue 
the order at preſent would 
only ſhew too great an 


anxiety, which conſider- 


ing the honor conferred, 


vould be out of place, 


I; 


1 
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Is it reſolved that the 
Duke of Richelieu ſhould 
appear in mourning at 
Dreſden? 


Good bargains are en- 
fired with ready money, 
and mechanics advance 
in their work in propor- 
tion to the money paid 
them in hand. The Duke 
de Richelieu, who is not 


bleſſed with any profu- 
ſion of this metal, ſuppli- 
cates his Majeſty to give 


orders he may not want 


this requiſite ſupply. 


In mourning no doubt 
at leaſt, until the day of 


audience. I am not how. 


ever certain whether he 
can conſiſtent with the 
etiquette quit it for that 
day even. 

Monſieur de Riche- 
lieu may expect a due re- 
gard will be had to his 
credit ; and that an order 
on the Treaſury will U- 
ſue inceflantly, 


Taz Duke de Richelieu came ro Paris, to 
haſtea the preparations neceſſary, and at the ſame 
time to conſole Madame de la P. who moaned in 
ſilence his abſence, The pleaſure of ſeeing him 
again diſpelled the remembrance of what ſhe had 
ſacrificed on his accouat, Fortune, ſituation, and 


reputation 
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reputation were trifles in her mind, compared to 
the plraſure of being 2eloved and having near her 
tlie object of het ade ration. Ignorant of the incon- 
ſtancy of her lover, ſhe ſeemed to live only for him, 
and her paſſion abated alone when ſhe diſcovered 
his proneneſs to variety. Too fond to puniſh her- 
ſelt by abandoning the man accuſtomed to conſtant 
pardon, from thoſe leagued in attachment to him, 
ſhe excuſes his infidelity; and Richelieu deteſting 
to be excelled in generoſity, equally looked over 
(continuing to her death her penſion) a propenſity, 
which ſhe manifeſted to a young Abbe, This lat- 
ter inclination was not of long duration, the lady 


falling an early victim to a mortal diſeaſe, a cancer 
in her breaſt. 


Taz Ambaſſador ſet out for Dreſden in the 
month of Dec. 1746, Habituated to magnificence, 
his ſuite was brilliant; 12 gentlemen in attendance, a- 
mongſt whom was numbered the unfortunate Count 
de Lally, ſince beheaded, 84 Pages, 12 Heydukes, 
fix Couriers and livery Servants, diſplayed a ſplendid 


train. He had likewiſe ordered from Montpellier, his 
Plate, but the King of Poland, equally great, both 
henore, by the ſelection ofthe man, and ſuperlative- 


y ſenſible of the dignity of his miſſion, inſiſted on 


lodging 
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lodging and defraying every expence during his 
ſojournment. This laſted only one month, in 
which every day was a day of feſtival, and rendered 
particularly happy by the partiality ſhewn him by 
Madame de Mounſfinſki, a Princeſs of Poland, and 


Chamberlain to the Queen. Richelieu ever intent 
on the enjoyment of lite, ſoon diſcerned this Lady's 


peculiar merit; and his vanity, gratified in eclipling 
at fitty years of age, the brilliant youths of his Po- 
Iſh Majeſty's Court, in this Lady's eſteem, embraced 
every opportunity of manifeſting his gratitude, 

Tat Duke, delighting in grandeur, ſolicited, 
in behalf of the Prince he repreſented, the ho- 
nor of entertaining His Majeſty and the no- 
bility of his Court. It was readily admitted, 
and no entertainment could be more ſuperb, The 
Poles of conſequence, excelling ſubjefts of other 
nations in profuſion, as well as fortune, were in 
this inſtance compelled to acknowlege, they were 
outdone in expence, and taſte, Richelieu's oſten- 
tation, when he indulged in it's pleaſure, was 
fulceptible of no bounds, and on tliis occaſioa he 
{urpaſſed himſelf; ordering every article that had 
been exhibited, to be beſtoved indiſenminately on 
the public, 
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Auv yet a judgment may be formed of the 
faſtidiouſneſs of man, when, in honor of his Prince, 
he ſcrupled not to a facrifice of his Plate, and every 
ether ornament that he had furniſhed from his own 
private means; whilſt he had the 1njuſtice to deny 
payment to his common ſervants, by the reimbur- 
fing the coſt of the habit de Gala, in which he had 
commanded their appearance on that day, referring 
them to the preſents they received, as in the ſuite 
of an embaſly, to compenſate for this extra 
Ox his departure the King of Poland pre 
ſented him with moſt elegant ſets of Dreſden 
porcelain, eſtimated at full two hundred thouſand 
Livres. A pleaſant letter from his Chriſtian Majef- 
ty, on the ſubject of his embaſſy, the reader js re- 
ferred for the peruſal of, at the end of this volume. 
RETuRNED to Paris, and ever ſecure in the 
moſt favored reception from the amiable part of 
the ſex, he determined nevertheleſs to accompany 
the King, in a third Campaign. Ambitious for 
the glory of his Sovereign, he was ever foremoſt in 
tracing for him the path of honor; and no conſi- 


deration on earth could have tempted him to omit 
the diſtinction his good fortune promiſed t) add to 
U his 
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his fame, in ſignalizing himſelf in new exploits, in 


preſence of the Monarch. 
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CHAP. 1x, 


—ñ̃ — 


RICHELIEU DISTINGCUITHES HIMSELF AT THE BATTLE OF 
LAUFELDT,-THE GENOESE REQUIRE HIS PRESENCE TO 
REPLACE THE DUKE DE BOUFFLERS,—CAMPA;GNOF GE- 
NOA,—ATTACHMENT OF THE DUKE'S WITH PELINETTA 
EZRIGNOLET, SISTER IN LAW OF THE DOGE'S. 


Tus military renown of the Mareſchal de Saxe, 
encreaſed by ſucceſſive victories which he had ob- 
tained, cauſed the Nation to augur favorably for the 
reſult of the approaching Campaign. The battle 
of Laufeldt, leſs bloody and leſs diſputed than 
thoſe either of Fontenoy or Raucoux, left in the 
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deciſion of the field, an opening for the ſiege of Ber- 
gen-0p-zo0om; which was reſolved on, and immedi- 
ately under the eyes of the Monarch commenced. 
'The King learnt at the ſame period, that the Duke 
of Boufflers had delivered Genoa from the Auſtrian 
yoke, and on the day of his triumph had fallen a 
victim to the ravage of the ſmall pox. The ſame 
accounts brought an entreaty from that Repub'ic for 
the Duke de Richelieu, to ſupply the loſs of the de- 
ceaſed. 

IT is an event well known in hiſtory that in 
the beginning of 1746, the Auſtrians had ſubjugated 
this Republic; and treated the inhabitants more as 
aves, than as men fallen under the dominion of a- 
nother power by the common chance of war. Such 
an exceſs of injuſtice ſoon effected their indepen- 
dence. A trifling circumſtance occaſions an inſur- 
rection, which becoming general, the people exaſpe- 
rated, act in ſuch force as to ſubdue in their turn 
their conquerors, andernancipate themſclves from the 
heavy chains, they had borne with indignation, to 
which they dared not before manifeſt a reluctance. 
But the enemy rallying, threaten ſevere vengeance, 
and the inhabitants ſcarcely breathing the ſweets of 
lderty again, when they call in to the aid of their 

determined 
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determined meaſure, the French; and the Duke of 
Boufflers commanding them had hitherto impeded the 
fuceſsf ul return of the Auſtrians. 

Tas King apprized of che Duke of Bouffler's 
death intimates to his favorite, that his wiſhes accor- 
ding with the Genoeſc in a choice of the ſucceſſor, 
he mult repair to that city without delay. 

Tus Duke, accompanied by Meſſts. D* Agenois, 
de Cruſſol, de Chauvelin, ſets out for Nice, where the 
Intanta, Don Philip headed the troops of Spain, as 
well as the Mareſchal de Belliſle thoſe of France. He 
embarks at Monaco, with the faid officers, a valet de 
chambre and two ſervants, and indifferent to the in- 
conveniency of not awaiting for his equipages, he 
braves the danger of the ſeas in tempeſtuous weather, 
and that of the Engliſh fleet, ſtationed in the hope of 
intercepting him. Aided by a boiſterous dark night 
and a quick failing veſſel, he boldly ran through 
them, receiving ſeveral diſcharges which the alarm 
of a foreign veſſel occaſioned, and arrives ſafely in 
harbor. The Senate depute Galdo, one of their 
Members, to compliment and attend him to the pa- 
lace Doria, ſelected for his reſidence; and the young 
nobility formed into companies of volunteers, diſpute 
de honor of compoſing the French General's Guard. 


On 
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Ons che next day of his arrival, the troops were 
drawn out at St. Peter Dàrena, where the Duke re- 
viewed them; a marked ſolicitude prevailing to 
ſerve under him. He thence attended the Senate, 
ſeveral of the members coming out to meet him, and 
in their hall, ſeated next to the Doge, he addreſſed to 
them the following diſcourſe: 
fr js well known that reciprocal intereſts and 

ir treaties of mutual welfare have eſtabliſhed and tend 
to cement the union between your Serene Highneſs 
tc the illuſtrious State of Genoa, and the King my 
© maſter. Had he already not been in alliance 
ic with your ſplendid Republic, the misfortune, 
« averted only by the heroiſm of its defenders, 
te would have alone prompted the King to a decided 
de partinit's ſuccour. 

c Be perſuaded that he will never abandon 
ce you, and for the pur pole of convincing Europe, 
& that your intereſts and his are inſeperable; he 
e has ſelected me to make known to you, and to 
te proclaim to the world, he will defend and main- 
ce tain that liberty your courage has inſpired you 
e with the manlineſs to aſſert, and which yourreſolu- 
© tion has nobly effected. 


Nxvx 
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« Nxvnx were my my ſovereign's orders ſo 
pleaſing, as thoſe which I feel on this occaſion, 
« They confer on me the honor of ranking a- 
* mongſt your Patriots, whoſe dangers and glo- 
4 ry I ſhall eagerly emulate. Indeed the road of 
« diſperſing and ſubduing your enemies, lays only 
& in the imitation of the glorious feats you have, 
« already in the defence of your country, atchiev. 

Sed. 

Fool Counſels will be the ſureſt guide to 
« my judgment, and the hope of diſtinction, I en- 
te tertain, in manifeſting my zeal, will juſtify, I truſt, 
* His Majeſty's concurrence in a ſelection fo 
cc honorable to myſelf. The ſenſe of which, is the 
cc ſureſt pledge to the Republic, that ia no inſtance 
de ſhall I deſert the principles on which it is found- 
« ed, nor ſhall I ceaſe to evince my gratitude for ſo 
« flattering an approbation. 

« My predeceſſor experienced, by his death, 
© the regret of not ſeeing the fruits of his valor 
« complete, by witneſſing the pleaſure of your 
© emancipation, I ſhall ardently court the honor 
« of falling in battle, provided, with the reſigna- 
ce tion of my life, I am ſenſible only for a mo- 
© ment, the object you contend for is attained, 
* and that my ſervices have conduced to put you 


&« in 


ä 
= — * 8 


r 


2 + 


r=. 


* 


L 148 ] 


o jn poſſeſſion of the delightful ſweets of liberty.” 

Tux new Commander was not long e're he 
gave proofs of his activity. On horſe back each 
day, and attentive in reconoitring in perſon the mo- 
tions of the Auſtrians, he made ſuch able diſpoſi- 
tions of his own troops, that notwithſtanding eve- 
ry effort to penetrate his lines, the Auſtrians were 
conſtantly ed. Daily ſkirmiſhes occurred, 
agoravated in their conſequneces by the rancor of 
each party; Richelieu preſented himſelf ou all ſides, 
and his vigilance reſided the poſſibility of any 
impreſſion. Informed of a village being in the 
momentary poſſeſſion of the enemy, he flies to it's 
relief, diſputes the ground inch by inch, and ſupply. 
ing freſh troops, retires not from the ſcene, until 
he forces an evacuation, and ſupplants the occu ; 
pants by a Garriſon of his own, 

Hts warlike avocations were no hindrance ta 


his pleaſures, His train and equipages arrived 
at Genoa, he thought proper to diſplay his magnt- 
ficence, and the winter abounded with feſtivals of 
his creation. The rank of Ciciſbs, in the etiquette 
of faſhion, was too flattering to the Duke's vanity 
and inclinations not to adopt; but unwilling to con- 
fine it to that decorum and reſpect, ſuitable to 


tlie 


1 
2 nation, though foreign to French vivacity, he 
endeavoured to leap over thoſe bounds, which the 
Italians had affixed to this character. In the per- 
ſon of Pelinetta Brignolet, the Lady to attend 
whom he was choſen, Siſter in Law to the Doge, 
he found a reluctance, which the ardor of his ge- 
nius had not been accuſtomed to; and his know- 
ledge in phyſiognomy, that promiſed him an eaſy 
conqueſt, was on no occaſion ſo egregiouſly deceiv- 
ed. The family of Brignolet conſiſted of three 


Brothers, one the Doge, another a Senator, the 
huſband of Pelinetta, and the third bearing the 
title of Marquis, huſband of a Lady called Annetta, 
and the Siſter of the former Lady. Both wamen, 
handſome in their perſons, united, to elegance of 
education and manners, a {prightlineſs and wit, 
that encouraged advances. In Pelinetta the repulſe 
followed, but in Annetta the {zquel of our hiſtory 
will ſhew, that vifiting Paris ſhe conſoled the Duke 
for the rigor he had experienced with her ſiſter in his 
ſojournment at Genoa. 

Alik E afſiduous in attention to the ſex, as 
unremitting in his duties as a Soldier, he left no 
means employed to endeavor to ſoften, into partia- 
lity, a mind, ſenſible only to the civility, his at- 
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tendance on her preſcribed. Even, obſerving her 
tendency to devotion, he negle=ed not thoſe mo- 
ments of exterior ceremony, and in this facrifice 
recollected the diſguſt he felt, when the functions 
of his Frſt embaſſy at Vienna required a ſimilar 
occupation. 

SEVERAL months elapſed, without Pelinet- 
ta's appearing to liſten to his turn for gallantry ; 
but inſenſibly, the habit of being together, inclined 
a favorable attention, and the mutual gaiety of their 
diſpoſitions ſerved to acccierate the deception. 
He thougl. t himſelf on the eve of enjoying his hap- 
pineſs, and contemplating daily the proſpect, he 
could not credit the illuſion. Jealouſy ſucceeded 
to the agitation of mind he felt. The Marquis de 
Monti, Colonel of the Royal regiment Italian, was 
the Nobleman on whom his ſuſpicions fell ; and 
indulging in the idea, that he was the prevailing 
obſtacle to bis hopes, he directed the Marquis 
walks to be narrowly watched. Spies were not 
wanting ; in 2 country particulariy where it is deem- 
ed an honorable profeſſion. Each evening ac- 
quainted the Duke with the Lady's daily tranſactj- 
ons; and however fearful of realization of his 
juſpicions, yet jealouſy had ſo poſſeſſed him, that 
he ceaſed not for ſome time his purſuit fo injurious 


0 


1 

do the object of his attachment. Satisfied in the 
end, he deſiſted; but concluding his diſappointment 
to have ariſen from a miſtake on his part in miſcon- 
ceiving the ground the fair ws afſulable, he imme- 
diately reſolved to change his Battery, With this 
view he no longer treated lightly the duties of the 
Marriage ſtate, and renouncing the doctrine of 
holding a breach of fideliry as a trivial fin, he made 
his approaches hereafcer by inculcatin 7 the preceptʒ 
of morality and ſentiment. 

Tux Duke, not of a temper to deſpair at ſuch 
unexperienced rigor, {yught other conſolation ; his 
friends the Duke of Agenois, Colonel of the regi- 
ment of Brie, and the Marquis de Chauyelin, more 
happy than himſelf, were domeſticated in the houſ- 
es Spinola and Doria ; and from the amiable circle 
of the French, inhabiting at that critical juncture, 
the city of Genoa, fortune, though loading him 
with public honor, retuſed her private favors. 

Tax ſyſtem changed, perſeverance, to com- 
plete the object, was hoped, would, in the end, be 
ſacceſsful. Pelinetta felt more inclined, but as ihe 


found her diſpoſition favorable, ſhe fortified her 
mind by exterior, and auilly practical devotion, 
in which her ſincerity was uadoubted, Richelieu's 
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ardor encreaſing with his attachment, he con- 
formed to every wiſh, lubjecting himſelf to the 
dominion of a confeflor ; and his attendance on 
his belle being moſtly directed to the Church, his 
friends made a merriment cf the gay Richelieu 
being devoted to ſuch pennance. 

So unceaſing a purſuit, and never failing to in- 
dulge her wiſhes, brightened the proſpect of ſucceG. 
A few ſighs, that nature yielded and an apparent ſen- 
lib'lity, perſuaded the Duke he was near his point; 
and that nothing but an apprehenſion of not meeting 
with that conſtancy expected, retarded the comple. 
tion of his happineſs. 

Ar length an aſſignation is pat into his hands. 
A ſmall retired houſe, adjacent to the Palace Doria, 
is fixed upon, and an old Duenna was to be his in- 
troductor. The myſtery attending the deſcription, 
gave a zeſt to the undertaking, and en chevalier, 
the Duke was fully prepared to do honor to an ap- 
pointment, that had been obtained at the price of 
{ch trouble. 

He was cautioned againſt expreſſing any ſur- 
prize hould no anſwer be made him during the in- 
terview, as filence and darkneſs were preliminaries 
indiſpenſible. To a heated mind, ſanguine of the 
bleſſings that awaited it, ſuch conditions operated as 
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ſurer proof, and the Duke conſoled himſelf, that 
what was exacted, would prevail no longer than the 
firſt meeting. 

Ar the exact hour he repairs to the place indi- 
cated, where he found the Duenna, with whom en- 
tering the houſe, he, conducted by her, traverſes a 
ſuice of apartments, and is placed by her on a canoe 
py, where he ſoon finds a companion ſeated. Im- 
patience bids deflance to reſtraint, and their moments 
are atimatcd, Too ſoon the Dueana returns, and 
announces the neceſſity of ſeperation. Richelieu en- 
treats a fight of the fair incognito, which is as obſtĩ- 
nately denied, and he is obliged to quit on the aſ- 
ſurance of further ſalisfaction on the day after the 
enſuing. 

Tax Duke, retired to his houſe, meditated on 
the ridicule attached to thoſe of the ſex gratifying 
their inclinations; yet under ſuch a veil of myſtery 
and delicacy, as to have it ſuppoſed, the world are 
ignorant of their tendency, and equally themſelves 
mitigate the impropriety of ſuch errors. 

PzRFECTLY ſatisficd, however, he was very 
fully reſolved not to controul the mode preſcribed, 
were it perſiſted in. In this humor he waited on 
Pclinetta the next day, and his reception he thought 

moer 
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more gracious. Several people were aſſembled, 
the converſation took different turns, and every thing, 
that paſſed and was ſaid by her, fully convinced the 
Duke no regret exiſted for the ſacrifice. 

Taz next day, equal punctuality and fimilar 
tranſports enſued. Nevertheleſs, ſome words eſca- 
ping, the Duke thought he diſcerned a change in 
the ſound of the voice, to the ſweet melodious one 
of Pelinetta. His doubts encreaſing, a reſolution 
to elucidate prompts him to ſeize a light, in the 
paſſage, and to introduce his fair to view. Inſtead 
of the charming object his ſenſes had been flattered 
with, he has the mortifying deception of finding his 
attentious have been beſtowed on the wife of a noble 


Scnator, Madame de Valgo, no longer 1n the prime 
of life, and of a countenance, the very reverſe of 
tliat of luis adoration. Inconſolable for the trick 
played him, he haſtens to take leave; the lady in 
deſpair, faintly manifeſts her hope, her honor will be 
2 ſecret, and the Duke, not on her account, but to 
avoid being the joke of the fable, promiſes the moſt 


faithful compliance. 
SENSIBLE of his miſtake that had flattered his 


imagination with the ſucceſs to his wiſhes, he redou- 


bled his inſtances for the real one he ſought, but fate 


ſeemed 
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ſcemea here to arreſt his progreſs, and Genoa ap- 
peared the ultimum of his conqueſts amongſt the 
fair. Pelinetta, aware of the unguarded moment ſhe 
had betrayed, ſtudiouſly avoided hazarding other op- 
portunies. In thoſe moments of intercourſe be- 
tween them, ſhe was laviſh in ſentimental kindneſs, 
but firm and determined in repulſing every other o- 
verture. The Duke, on his part, ſickened with dis- 
appointment, reſolved to quit the fight of the belo - 
ved object, who preyed ſo much on his mind, and to 
devote ſome time to his warlike purſuits. 

His ability in tactics obviated the poſſibility of 
the Auſtrians counteracting his ſkilful operations. 
The ſeveral paſſes, through which alone an inread 
in the Genoeleterritory could be effected, were guar- 
ded by men and artillery, at hand to fuccour and fly 
to the ſupport of whichever paſs was attempted for 
the impreſſion being made. In ſhort, to him, the 


Genoeſe were indebted for an internal ſecurity, the 
war, that was waged againſt them, rendered proble- 
matic, 

I: this interval of tranquillity, Richelieu was 
defirons ſome diſtinguiſhed action ſhould enhance 
his military reputation. Accordingly, he fixed his 
views on Savona, a town belonging to the Sardinian 

NIonarch, 
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Monarch, in alliance with the enemies of the Repub- 
lic. He hed obſerved heat this place was well ſecu- 
red againſt land attacks, but that it was open to the 
ſea; and to inſpect is ments cfdetence on that quarter, 
and convince himſelt perſonally, he throws himſelf 
into a common Felucca, and in diſguiſe reconnoitres 
the fide expoſed. Inſtantaneouſiy he reſolves to al- 
fail it by a night debarkation of a few troops, whilſt 
the body of his army ſurcounded and beſieged it by 
land. 

Ix the dead of night, when the moon had clo- 
ſed it's ſplendor, the ſhips and regiments appointed 
fail towards the harbor, and under the moſt diſcipli- 
ned ſilence he promiſes himſelf to effect their landing, 

Mrssks. D'Agenois, de Cruſſol, de Chauvelin, 
receive orders, with a portion of the troops, ſecretly 
to advance and make the diverſion of a land attack, 
at an hour indicated. 


EvERx expectation of the ſucceſs of the mea. 
ſure was well founded, fo juſt were the diſpoſitions; 
but Providence interpoſed and baffled the beſt (on- 
certed e Horts. An adverſe and ſtrong wind diſper- 
les his little fleet, and the dawn of day breaks in to 
diſcover the ſtratagem laid; with difficulty, ke reunites 

tzzm, but the object is unveiled ; ard the whole 
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fire of the garriſon being directed againit thoſe he 
heads, he is oblized to make his deſcent, far out of 
the reach of the cannon, ſending an order to the 
Duke D' Agenois to retreat. In this he ſucceeds 
without loſs ; and Richelieu, aftec having maſtere all 


the outpoſts of the enemy, is compelled to withdraw 


himſelf, with what proviſions, ammunition, artillery, 
and priſoners that fell into his hands, by the ſudden- 


neſs of the attack and the promptneſs with which it 
was carried into execution. 

Tz citizens of Genoa poured forth their gra- 
titude to him for his activity, and altho' the intent was 
not attended with that ſucceſs, which could have been 
expected, yet it fully eſtabliſhed his talents as a warri- 
or. His return was triumphaar, and the conſpicui- 
ty of it was made greater by an advantage gained at 
the ſame time over an Auſtrian party, by Monſieur de 
Monti. 

PELINETTA was prodigal of her praiſe, Ne- 
ver deity to the object that adored her was more 
bountiful, The Duke had a man killed near him, 
and her anxiety, for his preſervation, was equal to 
the ſolicitude ſhe would have manifeſted, had a bro- 
ther been concerned. It was ſacrificing to friend- 


ſhip, but not to love. 
* CHAP. X. 
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CHAP, XL 


—— 


RIZHELIEU N ADV.-INCED TO THE DIGNITY OF MARESCH #24 
HE RETURNS TO PARIS. HE ENTERTAINS THE KING AND 
MADAME DE POMPADOUR, AT GENEFVILIERS,— DEATH 
OF MADAME DE LA POPELINILERE, 


y Duke,inceffantin his attachment, but deſpair- 
ing of ſucceſs, devized, before his departure, another 
means of ſubduing the obſtinacy of the fair one 
F he adored. In honor to her he gave in the coun- 
1 try a moſt ſumptuous entertainment: in a grotto 
ornamented with every beauty, which art and 
fancy could devize; caſcades and water works 


had 


159 J 


had been conſtructed, that attracted the admiration 
of each viſitor, and ſolaced the tender mind to 
pleaſure. Ir's appearance was that of an enchaut- 
ed Palace, nor was that appearance merely con- 
ned to the water of the manſion, for in it the ur- 
moſt hoſpitality reigned; and Wines of the moſt 
exquiſite flavor, and meats of the moſt finiſhed 
Cookery, were to be found in great abundance. 
In this delirium of the mind, he hoped to meet 
with ſucceſs. In concert, with other Ladies, jea · 
lous of Pelinetta's pre-eminence, and envious of 
the tranſcendent virtue, that dictated her actions, 
he ſtrove by frequent libations to overcome her tor- 
titude ; but in doing this and atrention to the other 
part of his company, the Duke was the firſt victim 
to inebriation. 
WATCHING an opportunity when neceſſity ob- 
hged her to retire, he followed cloſely her ſteps, 
became more urgent, and ſtrove, by every means 
in his power, to obtain that prize, which he ſo ar- 
dently deſired. Collecting all the ſtrength nature 
afforded her, and the Duke's ſituation rendering 
him too weak to contend; the fair one eſcaped the 
ſnare which was laid. Richelieu fatigued, fell a- 
ſleep, and in this fituation the Maſter of the feaſt 
Was 
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was left, without any tidings having reached his 
company where he had abſented himſelf. 
PELINETTA was good enough to forgive him; 
excepting his confeſſion to his Valet de Chambre, 
no one knew of the ill ſucceſs that had attended 
his ſcheme. A ſhort time after this ſee, the 
Auſtrians by different movements baſfled the 
Duke's conſtanc vigilance. In a ſkirmiſh of ſome 
conſequence, Richelien manifeſted his bravery, and 
well ſeconded by his troops, he repulſed the ene- 
my. A defenſive ſyſtem was that, which he had 
adopted ; and in it he diſplayed as much prudence 
as activity. Finally, at the end of ſixteen month's 
ſojournment, he learns, that peace is concluded, 
and that he is raiſed to the dignity of a Mareſchal of 
France (1743). The Republic, full of conſideration 
for his ſervices, decrees, to perpetuate their recol - 
lection, a ſtatue of the Duke's to be placed in the 
grand ſaloon of the ſenate houſe ; and ſenſible of 
the freedom and happineſs, they had maintained 
by the Duke's exertions, they declare him and his 
deſcendants a noble Genoeſe, annexing thereto the 
honor of bearing the arms of their ſtate, and enacting 
this reſolution in their golden Book of Ordinances, 
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Covxx zo with laurels, he iſſued his orders 
for the re · imbarkation of the French army. This 
done, he prepares for his own departure, and ſo- 
licirs a parting interview with Pelinetta. This La- 
dy, conſcious of her powers, feared not any conſe - 
quence. She received the Duke with that grati- 
tude and ſenſe of obligation, ſhe felt as an individual 
for the ſafety the ſtate had derived from his emi- 
nent ſervices. She even had that grandeur of 
mind as to confeſs her partiality, and bluſhingly 
owned that an apprehenſion of loſing him, afier 
his command was terminated, became a ſtrong in- 
ducement to her to repreſs her growing inclination. 
Richelieu, on his part, teſtified his admiration, and 
laviſh in her praiſe, entreated her pardon for any 
cauſe of offence. 

In this ſituation they were interrupted by the 
coming in of Pelinetta's fiſter; a young Lady, whoſe 
ſentiments had already been excited in favor of the 
Duke, of which ſhe confirmed the partiality in 
their future perſonal meetings, during her reſidence 
at Paris. The Republic had ordered three armed 
Galleys to convey him to Nice. Ina body, the 
Senate went to his reſidence, the Palace Doria; and 
thanking him for his ſervices, attended him to the 
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ſhore under the roar of cannon. The people with 
one voice rent the air with flattering acclamations, 
beſtowing on him the honorable title of the libera- 
tor of Genoa, Few commanders ever carried a- 
way ſo much regret from a nation ; and none could, 
without flattery, have merited their approbation 
moro deſervedly. 

From Genoa he repaired to Montpellier, to 
hold an aſſembly of the ſtates, where intent only 
on ing the prerogatives of his Sovereign, he 
reduced, by his addreſs and ſkill in negociation and 
command, thoſe aſſumptions of power, which the 
proviacial parliament were verging to attain, 
Such was his affability, oratory, and faſcinating in- 
finuation, that in his diſcuſſions with the members, 
they loſt ſight of the main object; and it may be 
laid, he bore the torrent of opinion on his fide, 
by dint of perſeverance and accompliſhment. In 
his journey from Italy, every town was emulous 
which ſhould receive, with greater honor, their 
celebrated hero. Toulouſe ſurpaſſed them in her 
brilliant reception. The following letter, written 
by the Cardinal de Fleury, a ſhort period before his 
death, evinces to what height the Duke's repu- 
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&« I Havx received, Sir, the letter you honor- 
ed me with on the 11th of this month. I concur 
entirely in opinion with you in regard to the wo- 
man, ſuppoſed to be Lacadiere; ard that it would 
be improper to apprehend, until full conviction of 
her identity. Nevertheleſs your orders may be if- 
ſued to the effect of diſcovering her parents, her 
name, and ſhe may with g reat propriety be aſked, 
what brought her into Languedoc? l cannot think 
ſhe would have conſidered an aſylum ſo near the 
province, as ſecure; I rather conceive, ſhe is fo 
well ſecreted, that ſhe will never again come to light, 
or appear on the theatre of the world. 

« IT is Mons. de Lodeve who has done him- 
ſelf that injury, he ſuſpects, has proceeded from 
me; for I know from the cleareſt and moſt ſub- 
ſtantial information, that he openly avows his being 
a Janſeniſt. Not content with nurſing ſuch opi- 
nions, he endeavors to convert others ; and the late 
Mons. de Montpenſier declared him a complete 
proſelite to that party. You, Sir, are too good a 
ſubject of the King's, and a Servant of the State, 
not to diſdain the protection and encouragement ef 
a ſect, which, to uſe the words of the old Marecſhal 
de Villeroy, revolted and rejected the idea of either 


Pope or King, 
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*I CONGRATULATE you moſt ſincerely on the 
flattering reception you met with at Toulouſe. 
The general voice proclaims your magnificence, 
your probity, and that welcome, endeared to you 
by thoſe of each ſex . Indeed it was impoſſible to 
ſacceed better. In the hopes, which had ariſen from 
your ſojournment, his Majeſty would be very ſorry 
to limit you in your time of departure; He gra- 
ciouſly, Sir, leaves you the perfect maſter thereof, 
and it gives me a ſincere pleaſure in communicating, 
that his favorable diſpoſitions to you are ſuch, that, 
whenever you preſent yourſelf at Court, your audi- 
ence will be diſtinguiſhed by marks of our beloyed 
Sovereign's condeſc enſion. 

« I aM too well aſſured, Sir, of your eſteem, 
not to anticipate the joy you will expreſs in the ho- 
nor the Monarch has cenferred on my Nephew®. 
It was far from my expectation, and the flattering 
manner with which it was beſtowed, enhances 
the favor. His Majeſty, in his ſenſe of the 
faithfulneſs of his ſervants, actuates moſt forcibly 
the diſcharge of their duty, and commands their 

invariable attachment: Mine for you, Sir, is 


— 


* The late Duke de Fleury, who, in ſpite of the Cardiaal's gloſs, - 
owed his elevation of Firſt Geatleman of the Bed Charaber to his Vacie's 
credit and intereſt 
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free of reſerve, and to ſuch profeſſion St, you 
alone are entitled. 

Tur good Cardinal was laviſh of his praiſe 
to ©.ichelicu, out of regard to the aſſiſlance his Emi- 
nende s ad n niſtration had received, by the D.ke's 
having effected an augmentation of the capitation 
and benevolence taxes. The miniſtry of France 
were ever in want, and graſping for new reſources. 
At luch a criſis whoever devized new ſcheines of 
freſh burthens on the People, and were active in 
i's enforcement, were ſure ot favor. Richelieu 
had merited the Miniſter's {miles, owing to the 
large contributions which he had exacted from Lan- 
guedoc. He had the fkill of collefiag largely, 
without exciting murmurs. Such a perſon was, 
int he conſideration of the Court, a zealous ſervant of 
the Crown, and an uſetul Member of Government. 

RicuzLiev quits Montpellier to repair to 
Court, and met with the Monarch's gracious re- 
ception. His ſervices at Genoa merited honor and 
reward; and Madame de Pompadour, who ruled 
the Kingdom at her pleaſure, could not abſtain, 


— —_— 
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@ This Letter proves, to what a degree the Cardinal was infected 
„irh the ſervility and craft of Prietbood. His confeſſor dominecred in 
ſpiritual affairs, and bis Valet de Chambre exacted a good deal in temporale, 
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however deſirous, from conferring on the Duke 
public marks of her friendſhip and favor. 

In following the thread of our narrative, we 
have hitherto deferred the mention of this celebra- 
ted Woman, Miſtrels to Lewis XV. Indeed 
her influence to this epoch had not been fo decided. 
The favorite, too well verled and initiated in the 
practice of Courts, had adapted himſelf in paying his 
homage and ſubmiſſion to the divinity who 
pteſided. But having been abſent from the Court 
ſometime, he had no opportunity of being one of 
thole elected to join in her parties and conſulta- 
tions. From this moment we date the commence- 


ment of their intimacy. 


Tur world are informed that Mademoiſelle 
Poiſſon, the maiden name of this Lady, endowed 
with talents, and formed by nature of a ſhape and 
mien attracting and captivating, had been cheriſhed 
with care by her Mother, to repair in the end the 
injuſtice of fortune, by enliſting in thoſe numbers 
of deities, through whole faſcination, Hotels of fplen- 
did appearance are railed. A Fortune Teller, had 
added to the crime ct the Mother, by flattering her 
weakneſs in predicting her daughter, would one 
day be Qeen; and the illuſion in her mind 


being 
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being already ſubſtantiated, ſhe had exhauſted ler 
means, by beſtowing, on her child, every Matter, 
who could contribute to her graceful exterior. 
Thus, this young woman was uſhered in the 
world, and ſoon fame was loud in the praile of her 
mental and perſonal accompliſhments. 

Lz Normand D Etoilles, a rich financier ſaw 
her, was in love, married her and fondly thought 
his happineſs complete. Short was the enjoy- 
ment. Madame D'Etoilles, conſidering her pre- 
ſent advancement in the road of fortune only as a 
preparatory ſtep, and indulging in the prediction of 
her mother's horoſcope, nurſed the ambition of at- 
raining to the rank of miſtreſs to the Monarch. 

A Rivat obſtructed her deſign. Madame 
Thiroux, wife of a Maſter in Chancery, had attracted 
at that juncture the Monarch's attention. Fortunate- 
ly for Mademoiſelle Poiſſon, the means, this Lady em- 
ployed, were not formidable. She reliſhed the idea 
of being noticed by the Sovereign, but wiſhed for 
the pleaſure, without it's concomitant reſtraint. The 
love of liberty prevailed. She delighted in con- 
queſts and diſpoſed of them, as caprice directed; 
& actuated by this impulſe, ſhe quitted the field to 
Madame D'*Etoilles, who, at the ſhrine of ambition, 


was 
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was intent on facrificing every other tie, which ſhe 
merely conſidered as ſecondary, 

Tax King, fond of hunting, was ſure in ſome gi- 
ven place, where a notice of her might be conſpicu- 
ous, to meet this dangerous Syren; and to facilitate 
her views in attaching the Monarch, ſhe choſe for 
her preſent Ciciſbeo, Monſieur de Brige, one of his 
Majeſty's Equerries. The pretext of his connection 
was a deſire of becoming fkilful in riding, and the 
good financier paid rather dearly for ſuch leſſons. In 
the foreſt of Senars, were the uſual meetings beld, and 
the King having diſcovered them, often propoſed to 
his courtiers the interruption of the chaſe for the plea- 
fore of going to ſee the Miſtreſs of Brige. Soon, 
what had been exeited by curiofity and whim, became 
habitual and gratifying. The charms of Madame 
D'Ecoilles had made their impreſſion, and no heſita- 
tion or repugnance arofe to ſupplant the Equerry. 
The Marquis de Meuſe was the nobleman, to whom 
was committed the flattering charge of arranging 
matters. In de Brige he found a courtier truly ſup- 
ple; exiſting only by the will and for the pleafure of 
his maſter ; and accordingly, at that moment, he re- 
frained trom all future intimacy, Her relationſhip to 
Binet, firſt Valet de Chambre to the Dauphin, was 

the 
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the cauſe of his being the perſon who was honored 
with the termination. The huſband clamoured at 
this outrage ; and an order from the court directed 
him to go and vent his plaints and murmurings, out 
of a circle, where ſuch good fortune, had he been 
wiſe, awaited him. He thought, poor man, rac law 
gave him a right to reclaim his wife ; but without a- 
ny ſophiſm, every body directly aſſured him that the 
ſovereign was the abſolute maſter of all kind and ſpe- 
cies of property. Madame D Etoilles quickly diſcern- 
ed the frailties in her royal love:'s character, and as 
a ſenſible woman ſhe determined to avail herſelf of 
them, and by their influence to gain an aſcendency 
and reign. Accordingly, we ſee her preſiding 
over every department of ſlate, with a power un- 
bounded. The Miniſters of the Marine, the Army, 
and the Finances, knew only her will. Unfortunately, 
with the abilities ſhe poſſeſſed, there was no greatneſs 
of mind; and truly her election of men to fill vacant 
truſts was actuated by the arts of mean and deſpicable 
intrigue, whence the moſt ſervile of ſtateſmen was 
the ſureſt object of promotion. 

Rich ELnu, who obſerved the height of pow- 
er, the favorite would attain, evinced every anxiety 
to be enrolled under her immediate banner. At- 
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tentions, adulation, and anticipation of her every 
wiſh, were put in motion to gain favor; ſo adapted 
to pleaſe the ſex, Madame D'Etoilles created Mar- 
chioneſs of Pompadour, was happy to ſee the man, 
who, having relinquiſhed the etiquette of the 
Courtier, ſtood foremoſt on the liſt of thoſe, whom 
her charms had captivated ; and from that moment 
Ciſtinguiſhed him as the moſt zealous in her train. 
So vain was ſhe of the adoration, the ſervility of a 


Court dictated the baſeneſs of, that her preſump- 
tion cauſed her to offer her Niece, Alexandrine, 


brought up in the convent of the Aſſumption, as a 
ſuitable match for the Duke's Son, the Duke de 
Fronfac. The idea once entertained, the Mar- 
chioneſs was not long in ſignifying her wiſhes ; and 
Richelieu, however abject in his Court to her, 
was too luſceptible of his elevated rank, not to re- 
ject the propoſition. As an adroit and fiaiſhed Cour- 
tier, his reply was not direct. Profeſſing his ſenſe 
of the honor, he referred the Mlarchioneſs to the 
Emperor, as without his participation, the Duke 
of Fronſac, who appertained to the Houſe of Lor- 
raine, could not well be diſpoſed of in Marriage. 
Madame de Pompadour eaſily ſaw the drift, and 
never forgave this light inthe Mareſchal. 
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Ir is rather an act inconſiſtent with the Duke's 
life. No humiliation, however ſevere, he left un - 
tried to initiate himſelf, as a neceſſary man, with 
his Prince; and yet, we ſee him diſdain giving his 
afſeat to a meaſure which would have euſured 
him the undiſturbed poſſeſſion of every favor and 
grace which mona-cay could accord. There is 
no deſcribing the effect it would have had. 
How can ſuch oppolite traits in the character of 
man be reconciled? The Duke had only to be- 
hold Alexandrine, as the Daughter of a Financier, 
veſted wich an immenſe portion. In the origin of 
his own family, there was not much to boaſt. Such 
might have operated to ſet aſide the repugnance z 
and after all, nobility, diveſted of riches, attracts 
no conſideration in the world. 

WHATEVER may have been the motive, it is 
certain, that the Duke's mind was not innately ſor- 
did; or loſt, in contemplation of ambition, to eve- 
ry noble pride. The refuſal was premature, and as 
a Promiſe only, the Duke regretted, it had not been 
given; as this object of fondneſs of the mother was 
toon after carried off by an untimely death, and ar 
an age ſo early that the nuptials could not have 


been celebrated. The Marchioneſs abandoned 


herſelf 


L 72 J 


herſelf to every deſpair, and felt cruelly diſappoint- 
ed in finding all her fine ſchemes of ambition, which 
ſhe had raiſed in her mind for the advancement of 
her family, in the alliances ſhe had demanded for 
this dear Niece, being only viſionary. 

Tus Duke, at this juacture, had conferred on 
him the charge of Ranger of the Royal Woods of 
Genevilliers, and had purchaſed the houſe of a pri- 
vate gentleman in the environs, deſtining it as his 
villa. Houſes of the greateſt ſimplicity, when con- 
verted into the habitations of men of wealth, faſhi, 
on, and rank, ſoon become the ſeats of luxury and 
diſſipation. Three different roads are pierced 
through the foreſt, to arrive at this place of en- 
chantment. Servandoni has direftions to extend 
and embelliſh the gardens ; and it is evident, how 
much power ſerved to oppreſs the induſtrious, ſince 

this very man's wife, dying five and twenty years, 
| after her huſband's laborious avocations, was not 
able to obtain payment for that time in which his 
ſuperintendence and talents had been employed. 
Thus a building of ſimplicity was ſoon changed 
to a place of magnificence. In the additions it re- 
ceived, was an ice-houſe, the expence of which was 
eſtimated at one hundred thouland crowns ; the 


earth 
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earth having been excavated to raiſe a mount for 
the purpoſe, as the country around was too flat. 
On the top was placed an image of Mercury, which 
the wits of the Court repreſented as the Duke” 
creſt. To the Italian's ingenious mind, the deſigu 
of this was alſo entruſted ; and himſelf greatly ca- 
reſſed, whilit his attendance was requiſite, little 
dreaming, that himſelf and family would ſuffer ſuch 
injuſtice hereafcer. 
Apt attention, to the preſervation of game, 
was exacted with the uſual rigor, The King re- 
paired there ſeveral times, and was delighted with 
the beauty of the ſituation, a3 well as the ſport ic 
afforded him. In the journal of his hunting fears, 
it is recorded, that in one day the Monarch is 4- 
muſed with the deſtrutioa of eight hundrec 
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of various kinds. His Majeſty tgnifyiag u:! 
probation to his favorite it lugh tranſports f , 
the Mareſchal begged leave to have the honor c! 
giving him an entertainment; and the favor bell 
accorded, Madame de Pompadour was proc.uurc.: 
as the deity to preſide. In his departtien:, as ir“ 
Gentleman, he commanded the attend ve ot tif 


actors, from the three rheatres, to the gre: any 


ance of the good people of Paris, who, Wl. t. 


fealt lafted, were obliged to betake to tlic wars 
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in early time; inſtead ot relaxing from the fatigues 


of the day, by puwiicipating in the innocent amuſe. 
n.cor of the French and Italian comedies. His 
Majeity It little embarraſſed with their diſappoint» 
ment. He was amuſed, and it was but in the order 
of things, that good ſubjects ſhould feel contented, if 
the Monarch had a relief from the ennui eavironing 
a throne : all muſt bend to his will, and the Duke 
was too faithful a ſervant, not tõ require a prompt and 
decided obedience. Paris was drained for a certain 
time of all thoſe talents which contributed, to her 
pleaſure:. The Mare! chal did not long remain it's poſ- 
ſesſor. By an accident, as he was ſhooting, he had 


the misfortune to kill a labourer. Senſible ofthe worth 
of life, he felt truly afllicted threw away with horror his 


inſtruments of {; orting, yowed he never would cxer- 
Ciſe them again, or occupy himſelf with ſuch barbar- 


ous diverſon,and in this fit of deſpair diſpoſes of Gen- 
ne villiers to the Duke of Choiſeul, This nobleman 


even was more vigilant and ſtrict in the preſervation 
of the game than his predeceſſor. A trait to that ef- 
fect is ſi ngular and merits being recorded. The 
plain i is a peninſula formed by the river Seine, and 
ſerved as a natural boundary to prevent their eſcape 
into other territories. One year, in which che Seine 
was frozen, the Duke dev iſed the expedient of ha- 
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ving the borders of tlie river lined with troops, who 
receive dire ions to keep popping their guns con- 

ſtantly, that the terrified gum: might not approach 
it's banks; and for the performance of this gracious 
duty the Swiſs guards, of which he was Colonel, were 
telected. 

R1icHneLiev never failed, when buſineſs took 
him to Pa. is, to ſhew a becoming attention to Ma- | 
d..ne de la Popeliniere. He was careful of having 
the annlity he had beſto ve paid with great regula- 
ruy, and the Company of an Abb8 de Sage. who had 
been choſen as this Lady's conſtant reader, gave no 
umbrage to the Duke, who was carneſt alone in his 
folicitude to cawfe the laſt moments ofthis woman to 
paſs as agreeable and free of pain as poſſible : for ſhe 
was ſoon after this period attacked with a cancer in 
her breaſt, which gradually accelerated her end. 
The Duke manifeſted a true and juſt regret. 

W rTaour a doubt ſhe was entitled to thoſe 
marks of regard and ſorrow which he ſhewed. To his 
ingenious turn of galiantry, in the hiſtory of the ſpi- 
ral moving chimney, her namehaa acquired a cele - 
brity, which was greatly d:trimental to her reputati- 
on. Paris, in the annals of it's anecdotes, long preſer- 
ved it's remembrance, and on the ſtage was exhibi- 
ted the jealous character, interrogating the architect 
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en „ t ier, it tze walls, which were to con- in his 
die rct rerfcta cd, and kow a remedy, in 
d ultruction cf a houſe, could be devized to 
-442terat ſuch conveniencies for night viſitants, 
whoſe welcome, by the male part of the ſamily, at 
call, was not announced. 

No circumſtance could have been more favorable 
tothe Duke's reputation for gallantry. Such an expe- 
dient to deceive an argus was trumpeted forth a- 
mongſt the young men and women, and the former 
yielded the palin to his grace. He was regarded as a 
phenomenon, and the health, he enjoyed, ſerved to 
increaſe the wonder. Every year, it was thought, 
would have terminated his career; and thouſands, 
who ſpeculated on lives, had cauſe to regret the 
Duke's uncommon longevity, Let at the age of 
fixty, he appeared to have taken a new leaſe, All 
his actions favored of youth. In looks only a certain 
age was viſible, To his knowledge and occupation 
in chymiſtry a great weight in opinion to this ten- 
dency was given. The public had been told of 
the ſecret, which had been imparted to him by that 
celebrated mountebank, and in the diſappointment 
that 0<c: tre, by his ſurviving each year's prediction 
of it's being his Jait, they began to aſcribe in him 


.- Mbllity of iamortality. 
CHAP. XI. 
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GHAP. XIL. 


RIDHELIEU'S INTIMACY WITH ANNETTA BR!GNGLET, SISTER 
TO THE NO3LE GENOESE, HIS FORMER FRIEND, ENTER. 


TAINMENTS GIZEN THE MONARCH BY MADAME DE 

POMPADOUR, TEE DUTCHESS OF LURAGAIS, IN IMIT A- 
TION OF THE LATTER LADY, AFFIXES HERSEEF AS THE 
DECLARED MISTRESS OF THE SOVEREIGN'S FAVORITE.— 
OTHER INTRIGUES OF THE COURT, 


Tax Marquis de Brignolet, who, during Riche- 
lieu's ſojournment at Genoa, had promiſed to his 
wife Annetta, that ſhe ſhould tee Paris, was as 
good as his word, and deſcended at the Hotel of his 
friend, The Duke, intent in hoſpitality to che noble 


ſtrangers, 
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ſtrangers, exhibited, to their views, every thing wor- 
thy their obſervation in Paris, and during the fix 
months he was favored with their company, An- 
nena's tenderneſs of mind compenſated, in ſome 
degree, for the rigor, which Richelieu had experi- 
enced in her ſiſter Pelinetta. The latter was more 
beautiful, bat the former commanded, by a noble 
mica and delicate features, that attraction, which 
the poets have deſcribed as faſcinating ; and theſe 
charms were communicated to her immediate deſ- 
cendant the Princeſs de Monaco, 

However pleaſed the Duke was with his 
noble gueſts, his diſpoſition was too refractory for 
conſtraint; and in the politeſt manner intimating his 
apprehenſions, they did not enjoy every conveni- 
encea ſeperate Hotel could afford ſuch diſtin- 
guiſhed perſons, he contrived their approving of 
one, which they inhabited during fix years they ho- 
nored the capital with their reſidence. Richelieu 
was not deficient in paying the Marchioneſs his 
devoirs, though the opportunity could not occur ſo 
frequent as when locallity concurred to the means 
being eaſier. He was equally polite to others whom 
he alſo regarded; and fo unexampled was this man 
in his good fortune, that in ſpire of the habit md 


Manners 
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manners of the Italian, her ſentiments, in reſpe& to 


him, were never changed, and he obtained a deci- 
ded and ſingle preference in her eſteem, as long as 
mutual habitation of place rendered an acceſs 
practicable. 

Tux Maréſchal, called to court by his year of 
rotation of ſervice, aſſumed the abſolute direction of 
all thoſe entertainments, which Madame de Pompa· 
dour gave to diſſipate the Monarch's tedium. It 
vas an innate right the Duke enjoyed, in virtue of the 
reverſion his fathzr had obtained of the charge of 
ficlt gentleman of the bed chamber for his ſon. 
The Duke de la Valiere had been appointed the 
adminiſtrator, but no ſooner had Richelieu entered 
into the Juties of his office of giving the Monarch 
his ſhirt, than he conteſted the other rights appertain- 
ing thereto. It was ludicrous to ſee a Mareſchal 
of France, diſputing, with another Duke, and Peer, 
the umpire of directing a parcel of comedians, what 
particular theatrical piece ſhould be repreſented be- 
fore the Monarch and his miſtreſs, and this, with 
equal zeal and anxiety in them and the courtiers for 
the iſſue, as would have been beſtowed, in the glo- 
ry of ſelection, on a favorite general for the com- 


mand of an army, Yet the Monarch's interpoſition, 
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as the conteſt grew ſerious, became r-quiſite; and 
he arrogated, in the reſult of this important ontenti- 
on, ſome credit to himſelf, in having conciliated the 
parties, by preſerving, unimpaired, the natural privi- 
lege of the one, and conceding, to the other, the ſe- 
perate direction of ſome other ceremonies, attached 
to his preſence. 

Moc more ridiculous would it appear to the 
reader, who could beſtow an attention to inſpect in- 
to the various folio's, that have been written, to ſtamy 
ſuch and ſuch privileges annexed to the ſcrvants 
attendant on the Sovere'gn, as inherent to each de - 
partment. The right of adminiſterinz water 
to waſh the Monarch's kands, to prelent him 
with his ſhirt, and other reckoned honors, equally 
ſervile, has been d.ſputzd with ſo much rancor by 
the great, that it has often involves the King in 
embarraſſinen ; and altho' tl. e deciſion was well 
we ghed, and occupied poſſibly more of his time, 
than the greateſt affairs of ſtate, in which the dear- 
eſt intereſts of his people were concerned, yet it ſo 
ſtroggly operated, in the end, on the mind of the 
party, who was unſucceſsful, that thz regret, which 


he felt, was the cauſe of a lingering and premature 


death, brought on by vexation, and that corrotion 


in 


1 


in the habit, which, diſappointment in the ambiti- 
ous creates. 

Is the indolent and diſſipated reign of this 
Monarch, the inſtances were frequent. His hours 
paſſed au ay, in the arms of his Miſtreſs, after the 
relinquiſhment of the pleaſure of the chace. But 
no attraction could have ſecured the conſtancy of 
a mind io enervated by luxury and it's concomi- 
tants, had not this woman diſcerned the means of 
fixing him.— The Pare aux Cerfs” was the diſ- 
graceful expedient ; and if ever notice was held of 
any object tending to a duration, induſtrious care 
was taken to obviate it's further impreſſion; and 
ſump:uous feaſts, and ſhews of a ſingular nature, 
to which a ſelect body of courtiers were devoted, 
ſoon diſpelled the recollection. | 

Madame de Pompadour had eleSed a choſ- 
en troop of actors. She, being ſkilled in the arts 
of dancing and finging, was placed in the firſt 
rank. Her charms and talents were fo conſpicuous 
in theſe accompliſhments of nature, that it ſhe had 
not been called, in virtue of them, to fill a ſplen- 
did figure near the Throne, ſhe would have excel- 
led in their diſplay on a public Theatre. In eve- 
ry branch of comedy and tragedy ſhe aged. The 
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Noblemen who aſpire q to gun her good graces, 
were admitted into this Royal troop; and often 
has a fingular favor been accorded, in merit only 
to the candidate, for having been diſtinguiſhed, as 
the firſt dancer or ſinger. The Duke D*Ayen, ſince 
Mareſchal de Noailles, the Marquiſles of La Salle, 
de Courtenvaux, and de Langeron, were amongſt 

thoſe preferred; and the two firſt claiming the 
preference as fingers, had no reaſon to repent, from, 
the honors and rewards laviſhed on them, their 
notes having been ſung to an inattentive ear. The 
Dutchefs of Brancas contended to be received as 
firſt ſinger of her ſex; and ſupported by the weight 
the Duke D'Ayen's judgment gave, ſucceeded. 
It was the certain channel of preferment, and every 
perſon, ambitious of advancement, preſſed te be 


entered on the liſt. | 


To render ſuch a farce of Royalty conſiſtene, 
and the manners of the Court appropriate, diſſen- 
tions, incident to jealouſy and ſelf love, which are 


inſeparable among the lower claſs, ſoon intro- 
duced themſelves in the higher repreſentation. 
Among the Marquiſſes and the female dan- 
cers, ſerious diſputes often aroſe either about a 
figure in the dance, cr a turn in the muſic; aud 
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to ſuch lengths did a diſagreement of this nature, 
on a © Pas de Ballet“ to be performed, by either, 
before the Monarch, occur, between Meſſrs. Cour- 
tenvaux and de Langeron, who, from friends before 
became irreconcilable enemies; and it required the 
Monuwrch's authority to deſcend from his throne to 
ſolicit the mediation of their reciprocal friends, and 
this being ineffe æual, to command by his edict that 
no fatal conſequences ſhould enſue. The cabals 


were inceſſint, and no ele Aion was regarded of e- 


qal importance to that of an admiſſion into this 
royal company of ators. The Viſcount de Rohan 
and Marquis de Beuvron, the one of the Houſe of 
Rohan, and the other appertaining to the Houſe of 
Lorraine, both houſes ſo eminent in heroes, were 
proud of the advantage they had gained in their 
ſucceſs as candidates. In this manner were the 
whole court proſtrate for twelve years at the feet of 
this divinity. None of the Nobility, though they 
derived their origin from an unſpotted anceltry, 
bluſhed in the infamy of the parts they were play- 
ing ; but laughed, at the fervility of their adula- 


tion, having ia it's meanneſs, become proverbial. 
MapaMe de Pompadour quitting the Thea- 


tre, where ſhe generally played the part of a Queen 7 


or 
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er Princeſs, retired only to her apartments in the 
Palace to reſume the ſime aſcendency. There the 
Miniſters attended to receive her orders. The 
Count de St. Florentin, deerned a being of no con- 
ſequence, whether in ſtation or out was the only Mi- 
giller, aht ſubjected to the frequent viciſſitudes of 
this alzndoned Court. It was in her ſuite that L- 
Abbe de Berpis, and Monſieur de Choiſeul, ſerved 
the commencement, and founded, the eſtabliſhment 
of their ſubſequent elevation and rapid fortunes. 
The firſt, brought to Paris by being entruſted with 
the management of a lawſuit of one of his relatives, 
came recommended to the Mareſchal, and was in- 
troduced at Court, under the happy auſpices of the 
favorite and the Dutcheſs Dowager of Aiguillion. 
The latter had great credit, backed by the power- 
tul influence of Madame de Conti. This Princeſs 
had been much attached to the Dutcheſs Huſband; 
and with the regret for his death her partiality had 
been transferred to his widow, whom on every oc- 


caſion, ſhe was aſſiduous in ſerving. Madame D'- 


Aigu llion on her part was not waming in turning 
to advantage the Princeſs' inclinations, 

L'Azns de Bernis, was 4 man conſidered as 
poſſeſſing happy talents, and eſpecially that kind of 


ſenſes, 
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enſe, which, in making it's way in the world, ſe- 
cures an advancement at Court. Madame D'Ai- 
guillon judged, his introduction to the favorite, 
would ſoon lead to his riſe. The Abbe cultivated her 
prepoſſeſſion in his favor, and aſſiduouſſy paying his 
court, had often the honor of meeting the Mona- 
arch. Much noticed by him, and on the pinnacle 
of happineis, he was yet in danger of ſtarving. 
Born to no fortune, it required a difficult exertion 
to preſerve a becoming appearance in the midſt 
of a court, where gaiety and ſplendor were ge- 
neral. The Dutcheſs ſolicited through her friend, 
and both Ladies uniting to forward the Abbe's 
pretenſions, he ſoon was made to hope he would be 


endowed with a rich benefice. Monſieur de Mire- 
poix led him to expect the firſt that was vacated. 
But this Miniſter, prejudiced againſt the Duke of 
Richelieu, who likewiſe intereſted himſelf, allowed 
| his diſguſt to the latter to operate in this inſtance; 
actually conferring the firſt he had to beſtow on ano- 
ther perſon, altho' the King had expreſſed a pleaſure 
in knowing the promiſe that had been given, and 
aotwithſtanding the powerful ſupport of the Mar- 
chioneſs and the Abbe's other diſtinguiſhed friends. 
Madame de Pompadour felt incenſed, and carried 
ber plaints to the throne, It was a ſingular inſtance 


of 
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of a Miniſter not obeying her injun tions, and du- 
ring her power, was equally one, wherein the pre- 
ſumption was not immediately fatal. His great 
regard for Mons. de Mirepoix prevailed, joined 
to an indolent turn, which fitted him little for 
revolutions of any fort, He plainly reminded the 
Marchioneſs of a prior obſervation, that his minis- 

ters were more the malters and arbitrators of fate, 

than himſelf; lamenting, he could not ordain every 
thing, and, on this occaſion, ſhe muſt be ſoothed, 
in an aſſurance, that if the perſon, honored with her 

protection, could not have a benefice, he ſhould, on 
the very next dic hoprick devolving, have a penſion 

conferred on him, out of it's revenue of ſix thou- 
ſand livres. 

Is ccnfcrmity with this reſolution, a ſhort 
time after, Monſieur de Mirepoix preſented to 
the King, a nomination, for another perſon, to 
be executed, His Majeity, in ſigning it, was 
true to his word, an annexed thoſe conditions 
to the patent. In vain, the miniſter remon- 
firated—the Monarch cut him ſnort, by obſer- 
ving, if the clergyman, whom he fayored, did not 


chooſe it's acceptance with thoſe terms, there was 


no occaſion for his encumbering himſelf with the 


trouble. From this decided moment in the Abbe's 
fortune, 
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fortune, it's commencement may be dated. A feat 
in the Council, next Miniſter of State, then diſ- 
graced, afterwards a Cardinal, and in our days Mi- 
niſter of France at the Court of Rome. 

Ma pamEt de Pompadour was grateful in her 
remembrance of her old lover de Brige. The in- 
ſtant, the Monarch had teſtified his inclination for 
his miſtreſs, was the fignal for De Brige, to break 
off all connection; and that his conduct might be 
more marked, he formed immediately another at- 
tachment, which he was ſedulous ſhould attract the 
world's notice. His Majeſty was well plealed wich 
his delicacy, and upon the death of Mons. Neſſier, 
firſt Equerry and Superintendant of the Royal Sta- 
bles, being announced to him by the Marchionefs, 
he remarked, he had not a doubt but that their ſen- 


timents united in wiſhing the ſucceſſion to thele of. 
fices to become De Brige's; and accordingly he 


was inveſted, 

Dukixq the Mareſchal's year of attendance, 
he improved his intimacy with Madame de Lau- 
lagais, whoſe conſtant attendance, being Miſtreſs 
of the Robes to the Dauphineſs, was req · red at 
Court. This lady was ſiſter to the unfortunate 


Madame de Chiteauroux, The Duke and ſhe had 
long 
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long been acquainted, but without feeling that tend. 
ency to union, which, frequent opportunity, joia- 
ed to innate eſteem, ſeldom in two ſuſceptible 
breaſts, fails in the end to create. To this inclina- 
tion, ſucceeded the firmeſt friendſhip. Madame de 
Lauragais, clever and inſinuating, knew how to ap- 
preciate the Mareſchal's worth, and equally to par- 
ry any ill turn that might be deſigned againſt him 
in his abſence. | 

Moxsizux de Maurepas, Miniſter of the 
Marine department, was that perſon of all the reſt, 
whom Richelieu deteſted the moſt. His talent for 


ridicule and pointed ſatire in verſe, were the cauſe of 
dread in many; and Richelieu knew to whom to at- 
tribute fone ſevere epigrams, however anonymous, 
which had excited the riſibility of the court againſt 
him. Fortunately the Duke had his revenge, with- 
out making it perſonal. Maurepas, ſacrificing every 
thing to a ſally of wit, diverted his gueſts, with an 
ex tempore couplet on the Marchioneſs ; and on 
what a woman never forgives, a defect of nature, 
which was thought inviſible, yet well known. The 
lines were ſoon repeated and the inſult ſelt. Mau- 
repas was remercieed, baniſhed the court; and only 
on the acceſſion of Lewis XVI. recalled. All 

powerful 
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powerful at this ſecond epoch, he evinced, by his 
adminiſtration, more ſtrongly than before, what had 
been thought of the nullity of his character; ſo that 
he was deſigned ia the world only as a man whoſe 
reputation for wit had brought him forward, and 
had ſubſ equently been the motive for his diſgrace, 
and finally combined with the hardſhip of removing 
a miniſter on ſo ſlender a pretext, to remand him in 
the enſuing reign to the occupation of poſts, which 
nature never granted him the capacity of diſchar- 
ging with credit to himſelf, and advantage to the na- 
tion. Monſieur de Roui!le, a man as deficient and 
incapable of filling a truſt of that importance as his 
predeceſſor, was the perſon fixed upon and accor- 
dingly called to it by Madame de Pompadour: 

Tur differences, which aroſe between the Cler- 
gy and the Parliament having been the means of the 
exile of Rouille, his Majeſty deſtined the Duke, in- 
timately connected with the firſt prefident, to treat, 
aad to hit upon expedients, for their conciliation. 
In the conference with the Monarch on the mode of 
terminating this weighty affair, the Duke diſcerned, 
in his Majeſty, an energy of mind, which he wis un- 
prepared to expect. The Prince appeared fo fati- 
gued with their repeated diſſentions and conſtant re- 
monſtrances, that fancying the power laid entirely 

e with 
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with him of doir:g © comme box lui jemblera” a max- 
im ,vkich had induſtriouſly been inculcated by tho: 
entruſted with his educatgon, and too proud amd in- 
different to enquire, whether ſuch authority legally 
deſcended to him, as veſted in the conſtitution. He had 
fully determined on à diſmiſſion and complete annihi- 
lation of all the Parliaments in his kingdom, could he 
have cbtained the concurrence and ſupport of a bold 


Miniſter, to fo deciſive a meaſure. In this reſolution, 


_ engendered by vanity and the opinion of his divine 


right, he did vot long perſiſt in it's maintenance al- 
tho' not oppoſed in the indefeaſible principles of g0- 
vernment, which he had lain down and propoſed te 


limſelf for action, yet not receiving the ſunction of 


any Miniſter, and thoſe moſtly employed, ſeeing, in 
ſuch a cataſtrophe, the diſſolution of theic rights, as 
peers of Parliament; his Majeſty thought proper to re- 
lax in his intentions, & in his negociations, running 
tro one extreme to another, betrayed a weakneſs, of 


which, the firinneſs of the body, he had to counteract, 


_ e{pied the advantage, and gradually improved their 


claims in compelling the Monat ch to concede. 


CHAP, XII. 


E. 


C HAP. XIII. 


MARRIAGE OF MADEMOISELLE DE N HU, n THE 
COUNT D'ECMONT. ADVENTURE OF THE MARESCHAL 
BITH A RELIG/EUSE. A SEVERE ILLNESS CONFINES 
HIM Tu THE HOUSE FOR SIX OR SEVEN MONTHS. II 


ID NOMINATED GOFERNGR OF THE PROVINCE OF G- 
ENNE. 


Tar Mareſcha! de Richelleu had iſſue, by his 
Marriage with Mademoiſelle de Guite, a Son and 
a Daughter. The Son, called Duc de Fronſac, 
was brought up under the care of a particular Tu- 
tor, who attended his young Pupil, to the Col- 
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lege of the Jeſuits, a ſeminary, famed for the edu- 
cation of youth. This young man was bonored 
at the age of ſeven years, with a regiment of Dra- 
goons, of which he was appointed the Colonel, and 
which had been raiſed for this purpoſe, by the pro- 
vince of Languedoc, in compliment to his facher, 
their Governor, and which, thc ſtates maintained at 
their own expence during tac War. | 
His Father, in his infancy, was much attach- 
ed to him; and after he had gone through his 
Claſſics, an illneſs, which ſedateneſs and applicati- 
on had brought on, was thought fo ſcriouſly of by 
the Mareſchal, that he haſtened from Montpellier 
to Paris, to preſcribe and adminiſter himſclf the 
remedies, which he deemed ſalutary for his re- 
covery. | x 
Ix the courſe of years this pateraal attachment 
was much changed, It is needleſs to go into the 


_ reaſons that induced this perverſion of nature. 


The father complained of the ſon, as much as the 
ſon did of the father; and their friends faw with 
grief, twenty years before the Mareſchal's deceaſc, 
that he conſider ed his ſon in the light only of an 
heir, ambitious of poſſeſſing the ſucceſſion, that muſt 
devolve to him; which was too much verified, by 


the 
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the impatience he manifeſted, uttering obſervations, 
on the father's longevity, depriving him of many 
pleaſures and indulgences incidental to his age. 
IT was not thus with Mademoiſelle de Riche- 
lievw. Her father doated on this accompliſhed 
daughter, and her filial affection and gratitude for 
his attentions only ceaſed with her death, which 
happened much too ſoon, not to excite a ſincere 
regret in thoſe, by u hom ſhe was known and truly 
beloved. Her perſonal accompliſhments were e- 
clipſed by her mental, and the affability, ſhe ſhew- 
ed to all ranks of people, occaſioned an united ſuf- 
frage in the father's juſt commendations. An 
Aunt, Abbeſs du Treſor, had the merit of ſuperin- 
tending and perfecting the education of this char- 
ming perſon. With her years the beauty of her 
figure encreaſed, and when ſhe appeared in public; a 
general voice proclaimed her, as one of the tirſt orna- 
ments of the Court. The Marcſchal often viſited 
her whilſt ſhe reſided at the Monaſtery, and as 
cother to the Abbeſs, he was privileged in gs 
ng through it's limits. 


Ix theſe ſolitary peregrinations, he remarked 
one day a beautiful Nun, deploring the injuſtice of a 
orother, by whom ſhe had been compelled to adopt 
the religious habit, The Duke attracted her atten- 


on, 
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tion, and, entering into converſation, found this fil. 
ter of God intent on worldly contemplation. He 
improved the moments, that hazard offered him, and 
whether or not the diſcovery was made by the Abbeſs, 
It is certain ſhe was admitted from that moment inte 
her iatimacy, and careſſed as an object, that had ac- 
quired the regards of her brother, for whoſe inclina- 
tions ſhe felt a decided partiality. This connection 
laſted” till the poor girl's death, who was carried off at 
an early age, a victim to that mode of life, naturene- 
ver haddeſtined, ſhe ſhould waſte in practical auſterity. 

MaDEMo15SELLE de Richelieu approached to 
that age, when it was deemed proper, that whoever 
was the object of her choice, ſhould be fixed. The 
father, in intimate friendſhip with the old Maréſchal 
de Belliſle, had thought of his only ſon, the Count 
de Giſors, for his ſon in law. This young noble. 
man, juſt ceturned from his travels, was preſented, 
and favorably received; and endowed with a brilli- 
ancy of figure and talents, that rendered him worthy 


of ſuch an alliance, he was thought acceptable by 
the young lady, and preparations for the nuptials 
were in train, when fate decided, that her hand 
ſhould be given to another nebleman equally wor- 
thy. The arrangement had been made without the 


previous participation of the Duke's fiſter, the 
Dutcheſs 
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Dutcheſs Dowager D'Aiguillon. Her conſent was 


however neceſſary, and when it was intimated, could 
not be procured. This lady remonſtrated wacmly 
to her brother on the inequality attending it; obſer- 


ved, that her niece, allied to the Emperor, could not 
be fo unſuitably matched as with the grandſon of 
Fouquet, from which alliance, if a fon iſſued, he 
could hardly prove his claim for admiſſion into the 
honor of Malta. Theſe conſiderations, backed with 
the perſonal ſolicitation of the Count D'Egmont, 
broke off the former intention. 

No party of equal conſequence could be more 
flattering to the houſe of Richelieu. The Count D' 
Egmont, in his own right was Prince, allied to the 
firſt Sovereign houſes in Europe, and with a ſplendid 
fortune, poſſeſſing great popular character and gene- 
ral eſteem. His offer was treated with a reſpect, 
that could admit of no denial, and the marriage of 
the parties was celebrated with every poſſible magni- 
ficence. From the event, reſulted an animoſity on 
the part of the old Mareſchal de Belliſle to the Duke, 
which was only extinguiſhed with the death of the 
former. 

SHORTLY after he had enjoyed the happineſs 
of beſtowing this favorite daughter, on the repre- 


ſentative of a houſe, in whole alliance, ſo much cre- 


dit 


„ 

dit redounded to his own, he was afflicted with a ſe- 
vere illneſs, that reduced hic in it's courſe to a ſitua- 
tion as humiliating as Job's. In this misfortune, he 
experienced the lively friendſhips of Meſdames de 
Lauragais and Brignolet, and the comfort of ſuch 
fiiends, in ſo long a confinement, with his good 
conſtitution, produced an effect of nature in his fa- 
vor, which ſoon reſtored him to the world, perfectly 
reeſtabliſhed. T 

SCARCELY, had his convaleſcence admitted of 
his paying his reſpcct to the Sovereign, than the 
rumor of war prevailed. The Engliſh captures 
of L'Alcide and Le Lys, with intelligence of the 
French poſſeſſions in India, having been attacked, 
determined the Court, however pacifically influen- 
ced by the Monarch's diſpoſition, to reſiſt force to 
force. Yet no plan for operations had been pro- 
poſed. 

Ax order awaited his recovery to depart for 
Montpellier, and affemble the States of the Province 


to obtain their acquieſcence and ſupply of ſome new 
taxes, that had been created, It was his laſt voyage 


to that province ia this capacity. The night he 
took leave of his Myeſty to depart, he had ſupped 
with the King and Marchioneſs at Choiſy, and in 


a cabinet 
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2 cabinet council that had been held that day, he 
had been tranſlated to the ſuperior government of 
Guyenne. The Monarch attended his elect to the 
travelling carriage, in which his journey was to be 
performed, and having heard much of the luxury, 
convenience, and accomodation, the traveller had 
devized for himſelf in the formation of this vehicle, 


he was minntely attentive to every particular, and 
complimented his favorite, on the taſte he had diſ- 
played. It's conſtruction was curious, and truly 
applicable to the name it bore, ¶ Dormeuſe). It was 
a bed, ſuſpended upon ſprings, that moved gently 
within a caſement, which was darkened by vene- 
tians, or admitted of as much light as the occupier 
Choſe. In the receſs was a filver utenſil, containing 
various ſizes of pans, into which any cookery, he 
directed, was gradually heated by means of an hot 
iron communicating therewith. In other parts 
likewiſe, were places carved out for every conveni« | 
ency, and no caſtern prince could ever be fo laviſh 
on gratifying his wants, wherever he was ſituated, 
than the Duke himſelf. A Journey to him of any 
length was of no conſideration, nor was th: ſeaſon 


of the year, hewever rigorous, an obſtacle, His 
people, accuſtomed to ſtiict obedience, and indul- 
ged by their maſter, as far as ſervants could expect, 

D d never 


1 


never murmured to accompany him in the greatefk 
froſts, nor thought of the difference, which attended 


their reſpective ſituations, the one enjoying himſelf 
as far as circumſtances permitted, and the others ex- 
poſed to the intenſeneſs of the weather, and every 
hardſhip attendant on the ſervice of a nobleman, 
who generally travelled poſt, without ſtopping at any 


inns on the road, having thoſe refreſhments with 
him, for which, he was indebted to his own ge- 
nius. 

Tuts abſence from the Court was not of any 
duration, » On his return, he ſolicited the govern- 
ment of Guyenne, and although he was not oppos 
fed, yet he had not the good fortune of being im- 
mediately ſupported by the Marchione(s' concur- 
rence and advice, nevertheleſs his credit with the 
King was ſo great, that he overbalanced all theſe 
obſtacles, and obtained one of the firſt lieutenancies 
in the kingdom. The Count D'eu, a legitimated 
Prince of che Blood, had reſigned it in diſguſt; and 


the inhabitants of the province, ſenſible of the 
Mareſchal's character and of the ſucceſſor's ſuperi- 


ority of reputation and fame, felt no reluctance in 
the change. 


ISVESTED with this dignity, he found it ne- 
vertheleſs out of his power to repair to Bourdeaux, 
where 


199 ] 


where the honors due to his ſtation awaited him. 
Every appearance fereboded that war was inevitable; 
and Richelieu, aſpiring to be commander in chief, 
knew the value too well of perſonal ſolici- 
tation, to ſacrifice it to vain honors. Madame d: 
Pompadour obſerved the ſime ſyſtem of con luct 
in regard to his wiſhes in this inſtance. She ſeem- 
ed neither earneſt, nor in any way determinately ad- 
verle. The Duke, taking advantage of che latter 
dilpoſition, urged the Monarch for the preference, 
and employed, to gain the favorite Miltreſs* con- 
ſent, his friends Meſdames de Lauragais, D'Aiguil- 
lion, and Mauconſeil. But female union and perſe- 


verance were irreſiſtible. In favor of any candi- 


date, they muſt have been deciſive ; but the Duke 
had the Monarch's wiſh, although the Marchioneſs 
rather leant to the intereſt of Monſieur de Soubize, 
however that Nobleman had not then attained to 
the rank of a Mareſchal of France. 
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CHAP. VI. 


LEWIS XV. REPAIRS TO FLE.INDERS. SIEGE AND SURREND:.:; 
OF COURTRAY; THE KING'S ILLNESS AT METZ. Des. 
GRACE OF MADAME DE CHATEAURGUX. RIVIELIED: 
CONDUCT AT THIS CRITICAL, JUNCTURE., MADAME DE 
chere AUROUX DIES. THF DUKE, RETURNED FROM 
PRESIDING AT AN ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE3 OF LA. 
GUEDOC, SPENDS A Nahr WITH HIS MAJESTY, IN DE. 
PLORING EER LOSS, 


Tar King, influenced and infpired by Madame. 
de Chaàteauroux, joins his army at Liſle, on the 12th 
of May, 1744.—Eight Noblemen, honored with his 
intimacy, are named as his Aides de Camps; and 

Richelieu 
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Richelieu, diſtinguiſhed as firſt in that number, pro- 
miles toſevince, in ſight of his ſovereign, that Mars e- 
qually with Venus proclaims him a favorite, The 
Sieges and ſurrenders of Courtray and Ipres were 
accelerated by the preſenceof the Monarch, whoſe 
troops vie in feats of emulation ; and the end of this 
Campaign would have been glorious, had the ſucceſſ- 
es in Flanders not been clouded with the intelli- 
gence of Prince Charles having penetrated acroſs 
the Rhine, and puſhed his incurſions into Alſatia. 
During the ſiege of Courtray, Madame de Chiteau- 
roux, whoſe junction with her Royal Lover, was 
fixed at Liſle, continually was honored with his cor- 
reſpondence. Awaiting anxiouſly for the moment 
that was to require her departure from the Capita}, 
ſhe repaired to the villa of Monſieur de Burnoi, 
ſituated on the road, leading to that celebrated for- 
treſs; where meſſengers in the employ of the Duke, 
conveyed the Monarch's, diſpatches; his intercourſe 
of Letters, with this Lady, being forwarded chrough 

the com m unication of his confident. 
Tu King quits his army in Flanders to 


join the ſcene of active operations from the ſtill 
more conſiderable force in Alſatia, under Mareſchal 


de Noailles, The Mateſchal de Saxe remains in 


Flanders, 


\ 
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Flanders, and concentrates the troops he com- 


mands, to aX only on the defenſive, a ſyſtem, 
where requiſite to be exerted, held in great eſtima- 
tion, as 2 capital branch in that ſcience, 

Mapame de Chireauroux, recently created 
Miſtreſs of the houſhold to the future Dauphineſs, 
ſets out with her ſiſter the Dutcheſs of Lauragais, 
to partake in being a witneſs of the exploits, which, 
ſhe indulged the hope, would redound to the 
king's honor. Her ardor, to enjoy the fruits of her 
work,lengthened, in her idea, the diltince from che 
capital, where ſhe truſted ſoon to hear his culo- 
gium loudly proclaimed. No voyage ever was un- 
dertaken under happicr auſpices, and none con- 
cluded under more poignant ſenſation. She enters 
Metz, with the king; on the 4th of Auguſt, four 


days after, the fatigues of the campaign, and a 


| ſtroke of the ſun, give the Prince a levere head 


ache, attended with ſymptoms of fever. Immedi- 
atelv all around him are alarmed. They conceive 
him dangerouſly ill; and the Monarch himſelf, de- 
picting the imagination prevailing, deems his ma- 
lady a ſerious one. The Duke de Richelieu, a- 


lone, ſenſible of it's trifling conſequence, in vain en- 


_ deavers do diſpel the Monarch's fears, aſſuring him, 


that 
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chat a low diet and gentle alteratives will eff:tuat- 
ly remove his complaint. The king, from the 
countenances of his attendants, ſees his dilorder 
magnify ; and yielding to this weakneſs, it aſſumes 
ana unfavorable aſpect. 

Mad aut de Chateauroux and the Dutcheſs 
of 1 auragais quitted not the bed of ſickneſs; the 
D ike de Richelieu, in quality of firſt Gentleman 
of the Bed Chamber, refuſed the entry to all thoſe, 
whoſe ſervices were not indiſpenſable. The Bi- 
ſhop of Soiſſons and the Duke of Char tres were 
of the number of thoſe to whom adm. tance was 
denied. 

Tars conduct, impolitical in the Duke, and 
alone excuſable on the motive that it leſſened the 
king's fears of his ſituation, ſpread a general a- 
larm. The enemies of thoſe, whoſe i ntereſt prevail- 
ed at Court, feigned apprehenſions for the Mo- 
parch's conſcience; and intereſting the church, an 
univerſal cry aroſe of the ſcandal, of leaving His 
Majeſſy's ſalvation at that juncture, to the mercy of 
two worr.en of bad repute, whom they conſidered 


as the cauſe of his ilIneſs; and all acceſs to him, 


under the abſolute authority of a man they pro- 
_ nounced of the meſt depraved character; at thoſe 
ſuggeſtions, the king, naturally well inclined, had 


imperceptibly 
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imperceptibly been led, and had addied himſeif 
recently to licentiouſneſs and illicit connection. The 


Prieſts, violent in their murmurs, proteſting the 


king was dying, without the poſlibility of the ex- 
treme union, &c, being adminiſtered, forced the 
entrance for both parties; and they ſoon environed, 
notwithſtanding the diſpoſitions that had been 
made, the Monarch's bed of ſickneſs. 

H1s Majeſty's ſtate of health was exaggerated, 
to give effect to the deſign, the cabal had in view. 
It was urged to him, the neceſſity of his receiving 
the unction; and this from the certainty that he 
could not partake of this ſacred and indiſpenſible 
ceremony, without previouſly purifying his preſence 
by commanding the abſence of Madame de Cba- 
teauroux. Richelieu ſingly repreſents to the King 
that he is in no danger, and his Majeſty, however 
weakened by this ſcene, protracts his reſolution, 
Freſh endeavors are uſed, and the Monarch at length 
ſtaggered, by the general wiſh that appears, relucy 


tantly aſſents. In vain the Duke renews his argu- 
ment, and oppoſes ſuch intention. His Majeſty 
exclaims— What can I do? you ſee how deſired 
it is I muſt yield to the will manifeſted, and to 


your care and attention I recommend Madame de 
Chateauroux,” Tas 
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Tuis lady had met with inſult on her entrance 
in this city, where plebeian manners and notions go- 


verned the public, who ſcrupled not to encourage 
the cabal loudly, to vociterate their curſes on the 


woman, who cauſed his Majeſty's ſeparation from 
an amiable conſort, and the fatal apprehended one, 
from a people, by whom he was adored. 

Taus the act, which ſhe had endured, by the 
caprice of fortune, added only to the praiſe of the 
ſovercign. The French ever in extremes, were pro- 
fuſe in beſtowing their commendations on the 
Prince, who hazarded his life in the view of defen- 
ding them; and ſorely lamenting the journey, which 
he had taken on their account, ſhould turn out fa 
unpropitious they placed for this ſingle ſtep, un- 
dertaken at this Lady's ſole ſuggeſtion, Lewis XV. 
in the rank of their greateſt monarchs! * Oh! 
* good people how deceived thou wert, in flattering 
te thyſelf it was the well beloved's voluntary act, on 
« hom thou conferr'd, for ſuch trivial merit, ſo 
te glorious a title, which years of good actions a- 
&« lone ought to have earned! and, how culpable 
« js the Prince and his Miniſters, in not deſerving 
de well of thee, when fo little, to attract thy un- 
« bounded applauſe, is proved requiſite! * 


Ee Tux 
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Tus Queen approaching towards Metz, ac - 
celerated Madame de Chateauroux's departure, 
She felt herſelf imprefſed with the moſt mourn- 
ful idea:, Her imagination, a victim to the gene- 
ral terror that ſeemed to ſurround the Monarch, 
could not be reconciled to the aſſurance, which her 
f:i2nd the Duke had given, viz. that no actual dan- 
ger exiſted, The agitation of her mind is viſible 
in the following letter, ſhe addreſſed to Monſieur de 
Vernage, his Majeſty's firſt Phyfician. 

© REGARDLESS of all comfort, I quit this place, 

t ſecing every perſon about the King equally diſ- 
© trafted. For God's ſake, Sir, be collected, and 
« give full force to your ability. If I have any 
« hope, it is alone in you. I am indebted for one 
« life's preſervation to your kind care. Allow me 
tc to truſt the obligation will be doubled. You 
e have been called in when the patient deſpaired ; 
« ſo that, if the worſt ſhould happen, which God 
& forbid, your want of ſkill, Sir, can never be im- 
„ peached. Try therefore, I beſcech you, every 
c means. Exert yourſelf, and think of the gra- 
« tirude of a nation, as well, as the ſenſe I muſt 
* ever Ictain. 


« With eſteem and regard, Sir, &c. 
6© THE DUTCHESS DE CHATEAVROUX. ” 
WHAT 
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Wu ar a fingular fatality attends perſons raiſed 
to ſuch eminence. This Lady a few hours before, 
whoſe nod anticipated obedience, cannot, the mo- 
ment the reverſe is announced, command a cloſe 
carriage to depart clandeſtinely, from a place, where 
inſult to her perſon was dreaded. Even in the 


King's ſtables, ſhe meets wich refuſal ; and from the 
devoted courtiers, innumerable pretexts to cover the 
harſhneſs of their excuſes. Unfortunately the Duke 
had only his deſobligeant. Iwo places are requiſite 
for the Siſters, whoſe terrors, from the delay, encrea- 
ang, Richelieu is incenſed, and feels not his paſſions 
calmed, by the opportune offer of the Mareſchalde 
Beliſle's carriage. 
Tus Duke de Richelieu alone at this critical 
juncture manifeſting the diſintereſtedneſs of his 
friendſhip, wiſhed he could have accompanied her; 
but his duty retaining him near the King's perſon, 
he entruſted her to two gentlemen of his ſuite, direc- 


ting the conveyance, to take a bye road, that theſe 
Ladies may avoid the mortification of meeting her 
Majeſty. He forbids their quality to be diſcloſed, and 
travelling thus incognito, they experience the regre!, 
of hearing, at every place where they ſtop, im preca- 
tions vented againſt them, which poſſibly reſtraint, 


t im 
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from perſonal offence to the ſex, might otherwiſe 
have deterred. The precaution however was juſt. 
The people, throughout the country, are caught with 
the opinion divulged by the court. Poſt horſes are 
denied; D' Argenſon, the Miniſter, having directed 
their being kept for the Queen's ſuite, and the ex- 
pedient of obſerving, that they are Siſters of the 
Duke going to meet her Majeſty, and the reſpe& of 
Richelieu's livery, ſcarcely ſuffice to procure their 
conveniency, and to diſpel the uneaſineſs of theſe 
Ladies, by being conducted in ſafety to the capital. 

Ix this interim the King was making his peace 
with Heaven. On the day he was to confeſs & receive 
extreme unction, the Duke ot Richelieu has an anony- 


mous letter conveyed, apprizing him, it was expec- 
ted he ſhould abſent himſelf; as he had given great 


offence to all good people in oppoſing himſelf to 
che King's ſalvation, and the ceremony would be 
profaned by his preſence. Such an intimation was 
oflittle conſequence to a man of the Duke's vigor of 
mind. He repairs in haſte to the King. D' Argenſon, 
perceiving him ( the King having brought with him 
all his Miniſters), riſes; and accoſting the Duke 
with lerious concern, entreats his immediate depar- 
ture for Paris, alledging the reaſons that had been de- 


uiled in che anonymous production, and enforcing 
che 
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the propriety of his meaſure, from his intimacy with 
Madame de Chateauroux. Richelieu, ſuſpecting his 
ſincerity thanks him, acknowledges his gratitude for 
ſo valuable a ſervice intended; but adds that feeling 
it his duty, to remain near the King's perſon, he ſhall 
not deſert his paſt, whatever riſk he may incur. 
In vain Monſieur D*Argenſon repeats his ſolicitations, 
confiding, with tears in his eyes, to his knowledge, 
that the Biſhop of Soiſſons, whoſe office it is to admi- 


niſter the extreme unction to his Majeſty, has reſol- 
ved to addreſs himſelf publicly to the Duke, repro- 
bating him perſonally for having inſtigated the Mo- 
narch to the evil acts and diſordered lite lately ma- 
nifeſted: Richelieu, firm in his previous determina- 
tion, and as verſed in political intrigue as the Count, 
gives no other reply, than defiring he would accom 

pany him into the King's apartment. The Duke 
was fully aware, that if the King recovered, his ene- 
mies would interpret his abſencc, as having abandon- 
ed the Monarch in his laſt moments, however in- 


cumbent, the duties of his charge impoled on his re- 


maining; and that ſuch an idea once inculcated, the 
Monarch would never pardon him; on the contrary 
if the King's malady proved fatal, tl ere was no more 
to be gained by having quited the ſcene than remai- 
ning. Attached naturally to his Sovereign, he could 


not 
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not either bear, that ſuch a ſuſpicion of dere liction, 
of all gratitude and principle, ſhould exiſt and be 
attached on him. His mind was prepared with for- 
ticude to meet every rebuff, and to repel every riſk ; 
and, notwithſtanding the threat denounced, to exe- 
cute, unimpeded, his functions. 

Tus Duke de Richelieu compares the apart- 
ments of his Majeſty, on that day, to the ingreſs and 
egreſs of the Pitt atthe Opera Houſe, in thoſe nights 
when the ſpectacle is well crouded. With difficulty, 
he gains the inner room, approches the ſick bed with 


that innate confidence, a mind ſuperior to embarraſſ- 
ment feels; and valuing himſelf on his ſkill in medi- 
cine, demands of his Majeſty leave to feel his pulſe. 
Immediately, with an audible voice, he pronounces 
the King's fever has abated, that it will ſoon intermit, 
and his Majeſty, thanks to the Almighty, has eſca- 
ped all danger. The Monarch turns to him with 
kin-Ineſs, and holds, wich him, a converſation, which, 
fromh is feeble ſtate excited, in the courtiers, a ſurpriſe; 
at this juncture the Biſhop of Soiſſons, heading the 
prieſts, with the hoſt, arrives. Richeliev, without re- 
treating one ſtep, aſſumes a gravity of countenance 
ſuitable to the occaſion, and directs his looks ſted- 
faſtly on the Biſhop; who, in his exhertation to his 
Myefty, contrary to what had been projected, whe- 
ther 


Fon, 


ther intimidated or not by the Duke's compoſure, di- 
veſted himſelf from all perſonal reflection, and even 
diſtant alluſion. 

Is the Duke's relation of his Majeſty's illneſs 
he preſerved an uniformity of ſentiment, which, o- 
thers, actuated either by intereſt or feigned concern, 
pretended not to give into. Richelieu always main- 
tained the diſorder was of no conſequence, which 
his frequent opportunities of ſeeing it's progreſs, joi- 
ned with his knowledge, fully enabled him to aſcer- 
tain the fever was only a ſlight one, attended with no 
dangerous ſymptoms, from no virulence in the ha- 
bit, otherwiſe than what was produced from the agi- 
ration of mind, which, the evident terrorin the atten- 
dants ſurrounding the Monarch, inſpired: And that 
conſtraint, which the King was compelled to ſuffer, 
by ſeparating himfelſfrom a woman, whom he ador- 
ed, to qualify and ſanctify the act of religion pro- 
poſed. Richelieu ſaw, with concern, the aſcendency 
of the cabal againſt this unfortunate woman, inſidi- 
ouſly obtained through the means of the church; 
and early concluded, this would be the reſult of the 
play, in which her facrifice was devoted. It is well 
known that this epocha, which would ever have 
been rendered memorable, had the Monarch known 


how 
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how to appreciate the love of ſuch ſubjects, was at- 
tended by a general Mourning, An univerſal la- 
mentation prevailed. Women, children, old men, 
Beings, in ſhort, ofall deſcciption,ran to the church- 
es, and proſtrating themſelves before the altars, 
loudly ſupplicated the divinity's interpoſition. Eve- 
ry ſpecies of religious deprecation reigned through- 
out the Kingdom, and the moſt important buſineſs 
was ſet aſide for prayer; Couriers on couriers, dis- 
patched to the capita], traverſing the country in dif. 
ferent directions, were idolized or reprobated, by 
the people, according to the hope, their information 
created. Had perfection in government marked 
it's uninterrupted exiſtence, from the moment this 
Monarch aſcended the throne, no greater intereſt, 
in the continuance of his life, could have been dis- 
played. Soon the bewailing is changed into drun- 
kenneſs of joy. The convaleſcence of Lewis is 
announced, and the extremes of griet yield, to the 
wildeſt enthuſtaſm of inexpreflible tranſport of ſatis- 


faction in his recovery. How glorious muſt it be 


to a feeling mind, to view ſuch a contraſt ? Lewis, 
in this moment ſeemed only occupied in diſplea- 
ſure to the Dauphin, who, prompted by filial duty, 


had flown to the relief of his father. The Mo- 
narch, 
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narch, on the contrary, igienfible to parental regard, 
accuſed the ſoa of ambition having dictated the 
meaſure in the deſiie for ſpeedy ſucceſſion, exiled. 
the Prince's governor, the Duke de Chatillon, and 
hence forward ever ſhewed the Dauphin, a cool 


indifference, nay averſion. 


Tu regret of che reader is excited to obſerve 
ſentiments {o unnatural ia a Monarch, ſaid to be 
well inclined. His antipathy <cacreaſing, he refuſed 
the Dauphin admiſſion into his councils, and kept 
him ia ignorance of that knowledge in public affairs, 
which was zuitable to his making a figure on the 
Orono, for which he was deſtined. In this man- 


$a + 


er had thele princes ſucceſſively been educated. 
Their governors inſtructed to inſtil leſſens of f.bor- 
Ginatton,endeavored to impreſs, on them, the e 
ok abſolute authority Ys which they were to exerct! 

when once called to the reins of empire. Levis 15 
XIV. XV. end the Dauphin, of vwhorn we are now 
Deaking, were vickims to this ſyſtem. However 
di poled to act with propriety en aſcending the 
thronc, their jnexzneriznce odliges them to bare re- 
conti wo men whole intereſt laid in their deceit. 
With a julgment diffuleut, though poilibly not 


1. . * 2 — * * 2 Las . 6 
deſtite of gen-, pet irietelute, they wander in 
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ſearch of truth, and often give their ſanction to ar: 
edict, in the conception of it's tendency being ſalu- 
tary, when probably, it may have been founded on 
an intention in the Miniſters to tyrannize, on ſub- 
jess, to whom alone, they conſider the Monarch, 
as involved in reſponſibility. In every department 
where Miniſters act, they each aſſume their maſter's 
ſovereignty. He, uninformed, ſees only through 
their medium, and truſts implicitly to their deci- 
ſions being conformable to juſtice. You may com- 
pare the Monarch to a fituation coeval to a blind 
man's. If well guided he ſtumbles not; if on the 
contrary, every atrocity is committed, and the pub- 
lic good may truly be ſaid to be ſacrificed, when 
the Miniſter, intent on encreaſing his fortune and 
the grandeur of his houſe, is inconſiderate of thoſe 
impoſts, with which the nation are burthencd. In 
Lewis the Fifteenth's reign, the frequent fluctuatiou 
of Miniſters made them leſs attentive; and as a 
certain reward was attached to thoſe, who had been 
entruſted with the tecrets of government, they felt 
indifferent as to their permanence; the ſyſtem of 
each was the preſent moment, for whether honeſt 
man or defaulter, the reward of a penſion of forty 
thouſand livres was equally beſtowed. The Abbe 
Terrai, in the reign of this Monarch, is guilty of a 
fluprancy 


(arg 1 

Aagrancy of conduct, which few examples can 
exceed. On the very day of his maſter's death, he 
publiſhes an edict for a new tax, and gives occaſion, 
to a ſevere Satyriſt, deploring the iniquity of the 
times, to draw, from Grelict, a line forcibly applica- 
ble to the miſery, that pervaded the latter ycars of 
Lewis the Fifteent h's government. 


4 Ct aiuſi en partant, je vous fits mes Adicux. 
It is thus as I leave you, I bid you good bye.“ 


Oux indignation is ſuch, when we 
contemplate the indignant meaſures, which, 
without any fort of compunction, were adopted 
in the latter part of this king's adminiſtra- 
tion, that we are led inſenſibly into further digreſ- 
ſion on a topic, which, we flatter ourſelves, cannot 
too often recur to the recollection of true French- 
men. Where no choice dictated the appointment 
of Miniſters, no ſecurity could exiſt in their integri- 
ty. In thoſe ſelected, alternately we fee, that ig- 
norance or talents, intrigue or merit, vice or virtue, 
were blended, without the difcrimination of freeing, 
from the momentary caprice of conſtant variation, 
thoſe, who merited, by a diſplay of good qualifica- 
tions, their ſituations being permanized. Where 
therefore is the wonder, that men, impatient of ſuch 
hardſhip, ſhould, at length, have nobly determined 
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to emancipate tnemſelves from the preſſure, grown 


too burthenſome to be longer ſuſtained ? Succeſſ- 
five Cepradations had brought the ſtate to that 
maſs of debt, which it could no longer bear. In 
vain, palliatives were attempted ; and the miniſter, 
who devized loans, was honored by an 19nvuran* 
people with the mockery of a triumph. The bubble 
ſoon burſt, for to pay this adlition of debt, new 
impolts were requiſite ; and nothing, Which the 
courage of the Miniſter was vncqual to, could be 
attempted effect ually far the relief of an oppreſſed 
people, than ſubjefting the diſburſements in futur? 
to keep pace with the receipts, Delay upon de- 
lay occurred, till the people, once called together, 
knew the force ct deliberation, and reſolved to act 
with that energy, which formed for them a better 

and a more rational ſyſtem of government. It 15 
earneſty implored ia their behalf, that they may 
never again relax to wear thoſe ignominious chains, 
of which they had incredibiy borne fo long the 
ponderous weight, 

Without a doubt, on th education of the 
Prinze depends the happincſs of his ſubjects, 
Few men are born, prone to evil; and we know, 
that cultivation of habit, with ſeriouſly contracted 
example, Wilt ſow, in time, the ſeeds of virtue, and 


eradicate 
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radicate the bad herbe, that may have been planted, 
A ſovereign, habituated to occupation, ſceing the 
neceſũty, accuſtoms himſelf to truſt only to his 
on obſervation. A Miniſter may, for a time, 
deceive him; but application and perſeverance 
iI enable him ſoon to draw forth the veil, and 
puniſhozent inflicted, will deter the ſucceſſor, from 
failing as iis predeceſſor. A king has only one 
Alternative to learn. That of rewarding juſtly and 
of apportioning with juſtice the conſequence of de- 
merit. The one is a ſpur to virtue, whilſt the 
ther is a curb to vice. What fgnifics, if a king 
is well diſpoſed, which, in the moſt wicked annals 
of many of their reigns, has been often quoted in 
palliation of the evil reſulting from the ignorance, 
in which they are plunged? If I am rendered 
miſerable, of what ſervice to me is his goodnef;, 
if he abandons his authority to men, who abuſe it, 
who, under the ſanRion of his name, throw me in- 
to a dungeon, deſtroy my fortune, who, purloin- 
ing from the revenues of the Cate, ſupply the de- 
ficieney of their peculation, by a decree of council, 
WO me to pay that proportion, of which 
I have already acquired myſel!? Let thoſe, who 
chooſe, examir.2 into the late King's edicts, decrees, 


er orders. Such a jurnble of contradiction will 


be 
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de cxhibited, as would aſtoniſn the weakeſt mind. 


In one day creating; in the other overturaing, 
The ſame in acts of finance as in poſts; equally 


put up to fale, and equally ſ.\bjeted to inſtant anai- 
hilation. His whole lite muaifefts a conſtant revolu- 
tion, devoid of principle in 4's operation, and con- 
ſequently totally unchecked by any moral controul, 
His word repeatedly pledged, with the apparent view 
of as often forfeiting it. In ſhott this well beloved Moe 
narch, proved a Stock Jobber in finance, and a 
monopolizer in grain; in return for ſuch nomina- 
tion, enrichiag himſelf by the plunder of his peo- 
ple, and even inverting their own domeſtic ne- 
ceſſities to his advantage. Enrobed with the title 
they had conferred, he became latterly fo callous to 
applauſe, that, without bluſhing, he often caution- 
ed his Couriers not to ſpeculate in ſtock or an- 
nuities which he had juſt ſanctioned coolly ob- 

terving, „ne prenez pas d"effefts ſurle Roi ils ne vas 
ent rien,” *« deſiſt from 11 fe purc hi ſes the King bas 
« authorized, for ſneedily they il! be debaſed. 

Tas King after his ecovery wilhed to termi- 
nate the campaign, | by the fiege of F ribourg. 
This place ſurrendered in one month tron the 
opening of the batteries, and the fortifications, as at 
Coutray, were v:dered to be diffnantled, Whilſt 
thoſe 
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thoſe operations laſted, Madame de Chiteauroux, 
buoyed with the hope of reſuming her aſcendency, 
writ to the Duke, earneſtly entreating he would 
communicate freely, in what manner his Majeſty, 
regarding her, ſtood affected. | 
RicnELitr, fathſul to the duties of friend- 
ſhip, ſought to penetrate what paſſed in the King's 
mind relative to this attachment, Fearful to inter- 
rogate his Majeſty expreſsly, he ventured one day 
to intimate, that he had reccived a letter from that 
Lady. A ſenſation of joy was viſible, and the 
King not diſſimulating with his favorite, teſtified 


his ſincere regret at her ſeparation, and his inten- 
tion of making thoſe feel his reſentment, who had 
ſo wantonly exacted ſuch a ſacrifice, The Monarch 
added, that a reſpec for the oath, which, he had at 
that moment taken, obliged him to reſerve his inten- 
tion of compenſating to Madame de Chateauroux, 
Gill tome better and more diſtant opportunity oc- 
curred. 

Tux Infanta of Spain being deſtined for the 
Dauphin, the Duke folicited the honor of the Em- 
baſſy to Spain, which had been promiſed to him, 
By ſingularity of caprice, his Majeſty, continuing 
to treat him as his friend, choſe to forget the al- 


ſurance which he had given to his favorite. Ri- 
chelieu 
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chelieu, too proud to reiterate his claims, com- 


plained only of the injuſtice to Madame de Cha- 
reauroux, who, in her anſwer, obſerves, the Maſter 


is always at liberty to do whatever pleaſes him ; 
and no ſervant, or ſubject, ought to conſider any 


thing extraordinary, which is the effect of his So- 
vereizn's will. 


AFTER a review of his troops, inſpection of 
his garriſons, and his orders made known relative. 
to the winter diipeſition of his army, he determi. 


ned to conform with the wiſh of a loyal and af- 


fectiouzte people, who awaited with anxjety lis 


retun to Paris. Each town vied in diſplaying the 
zeal ſenſibility excited, in ſeeing the NIonarch, for 
whom heaven had been ſo much invoked, reſtored 
6 their willzes, in heath, His capital partice'a- 
rized uſcit; and a5 a full account has already beet. 
given of theſe exhibitions, it is only worthy of re- 
flection, that ſuch marks of eſtecm and univerſa; 
attachment ought to have been deemed, by the 


I!Jonarch, a thouſand times more glorious than tlie 


2 ol 
moſt brilliant triumphal entry, the conſequence o? 
zplendid vitorics. 

Tus Duke de Richelieu had quitted the King. 
immediately aſter the ſurrender of F;iourg, as his 
prelence Was rec ure to ꝓteſi de à an allembiy of 
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the ſlates ot Languedoc. He thought, beſore he 
left him, to have diſcernel, that the Monarch had 
cooled in his attachment, and ſhewed no defire 
whatever to recall his Miſtreſs. Richelieu impart- 
ed lus fentiments to this Lady, whoſe mind, natu- 
rally tortured by daily expectation, and hitherto 
fruitleſs, at one time, reſolved not to obey the 
ſummons without a previous ſacrifice to her 
wrath, and a Miniſter of ſtare deputed to convey 
nis Majeſty's wiſhes for a reunion, and at other 
times, maniteſted only ker impatience to reſee her 
!over, without a thought of ſtipulation of any kind. 

H1THERToO no ſymPtom of this nature had ap- 
peared. The King, returned to his capital, ſeemed 
to have entirely conquered his paſſion for his Mit- 
treſs. The Duke was abſent, and could not em- 
ploy his interference in her behalf. In this incerti- 
tude their correſpondence was kept up, and every 
trace of her ſeemed forgotten; till ſuddenly the Mo- 
narch conveying ſome meſſages clandeſtinely, the 
fecret tranſpired, and gave every indication of her 
immediate re-appearance. It was then the appre- 
henſions of her enemies were manifeſt, and accor- 
ding to every belief, too much ſuſpicion attached on 
them, in effectually preventing the poſſibility of her 
return. Such a precaution was cruel in it's exerciſe, 
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and as Lewis the XV. betrayed that indolence of ha- 
bit and apatby, that rendered his being under the 
dominion of the ſex, a certainty; we may pro- 
nounce, it was a mistfortune to the tate, that ſuch 
fway was not coninucd in the perſon of Mailame 
de Chateauroux. Her energy and ardor for her lo- 
ver's glory, would probably have preferved the me- 
ritorious title of well Heloved, more juitly than the 
ſequel of lis reign entitled him to receive. She had 
the courage to point out his duty ; to reconcile him 
to hcar truths ſpoken ; and the contraſt between her 
and Madame de Pompadour, which ſoon aroſe, 
cauſed the fir to be more deſervedly regretted. 
No influence can be aſcribed to the Duke in nego- 
ciating the return of Madame de Chdteauroux; and 
it is equally a miſtake to credit what ſome writers 
have declared. They have falſciy afſerted, that 
Monſicur D' Argenton was the Nliniſter, whom the 
Monarch had fixed upon to ſignify his gracious in- 
tention, and, at the ſame moment he expreſſed it/pro- 
feſſed his ſervility, in deſiring a liſt of thoſe, who, 
it was her pleaſure, ſhould be profcribed : adding, 
that the Miniſter, foreſeeing no hope of conciliation, 
had her poiſoned. The letters, which we are ena- 
bled to fur niſh in this work evince the fulleſt proof, 
in contradiction of fuch malevolent publications. 


Madame 


=. 


Madame de Chitecaurons, harbored no hatred to 
Mopſieur D'Argenſon; nor even was the latter ſup- 
poſed to entertain a prejudice againft her, without 
ſcruple, or diſguiſe towards her, he muſt have at once 


united hyprocrify to the perpetration of the crime. 


Evidence in his favor is deduced in the following let- 
ter which he writ to the Duke. This latter always 
carried with him the perſuaſion of her death having 
been premature. Nothing however is diſcovered, 
tending to point out who the authors were. The 
only conclufion, he formed, was imparted to Ma- 
dame de Mauconſeil, and by her handed to a per- 
ſoa of veracity, “ That it was the Duke's opinion, 
C Madame de Chateauroux had periſhed, the victim 
< to the cabal of prieſts, deſirous of confining the 
ce ruling of the Monarch, excluſively to their own 
« order.” 

Un FoRTUNATELY, the inſtant, that her recon- 
ciliation with the King became known, was that of 
a fatal diforder that attacked her. From the ſecond 
day, it's progreſs was {0 alarming, as to be pro- 
nounced mortal. His Majeſtv, at this, felt all his 
tenderneſs, for her, reno rate. Ee accuſed himſelf, 
25 the cauſe of this calamity, by the privation he hal 
impoſed on his wiſhes, Every hour he fought re- 
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lief, in the hope that more favorable account of her 


ſtate miglit be brought, and each meſſenger, return- 
ing with tidings more gloomy, the Monarch funk 
into the molt abject deſpair, Richelieu, equally 
inconſolable, fo ſoon, as apprized of the danger at- 
tending her ſituation, was more vexed, from the im- 
poſñbility of his leaving Montpellier, to fly to admi- 
niſter ſuccour to one, whom he ſo greatly eſteemed, 
and in whoſe ſlate he felt ſuch an intereſt. In his 
letters to Monſieur D' Argenſon, on the affairs of 
government of that province, which had devolved 
to his care, his anxiety for Madame de Chateau- 
roux appears. Herewith is this Miniſter's anſwer ; 
Verſailles, 24 December; 1744. 

1 nave nothing, Sir, to tciate to you, of fo 
much conſequence, as the unenſineſ we experience 
from Madame de Chiteauroux's dangerous ſitua- 
tion. Obliged to diſpatch your courier this even- 
ing and returning to-morrow to Paris, you will re- 
ceive by him, later accounts of her health than I am 
able to give you. I ſhall be very happy, if you's 
are more latisfactory than mine, and that the enſu - 
ing night may not be attended with the accident, 
which we have reaſon to dread. The head ache, 
which exiſts, excites the molt ſerious apprehenſion, 


however clear the imagination is, by her anſwering 
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juſtly every queſtion. Vernage has declared, chat, 
ia this illneſs, which has raged at Paris, worſe ſymp- 
toms have been viſible in thoſe, who have recovered, 
than ſuch as have appeared on Madame de Cha- 
teauroux ; and therefore, though they might en- 
creaſe, ſtill hope might be entertained. 

& What, in my obſervation, 1 diſlike; are the 
obſtructions which do not abate. I flatter my ſelf 
however, that the faculty will deviſe ſome mode of 
removing them. It was this obſtinacy, you may 
recollect, that alarmed us in the King's illneſs, and 
certainly cauſed great reaſon to apprehend the loſs 
of that valuable life. 

„ Tars, Sir, is the exact ſituation of our hopes 
and fears, relative to the perſon in queſtion, in the 
preſent moment. You may thence judge in what“ 
a ſtate our Maſter is. His countenance denotes 
the affliction he endures, and I wiſh ſuch conflict 
of mind may not be prejudicial to his health. I can 
but faintly deſcribe how much I partake of his ſor- 
row, both on his account, on her's, and on thoſe 
of us, fo truly concerned in her welfare; whilſt 
others, whom I am indignant to fee about the Mo- 
narch's perſon, wearing the maſk of hypocriſy, re. 
Joice in anticipating the expected fatality, 
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I can ſay nothing at preſent, reſpecting Mon. 
ſieur de la De veze“ . His Majeſty mentioned, you 
had written to him, but added nothing further, 
Feeling as I do, 1or the Monarch, and equally, as I 
am perſuaded, with yourſelf, you can well ſuppoſe, 
could not preſs the ſubject on him, however great 
it's importance. 

ce In regard to the Archbiſhop of Toulouſle's 
Nephew, I do aſſure you, that each time his Majes. 
ty diſpoſes of a regiment, | introduce this young 
man to his remembrance; a certain proof to his 
Eninency, how deſirous | am his wuh ſhould be 
gratified. 

* THERE has been no idea of a requiſition to the 
States of Britanny, for a regiment of dragoons, and 
far the following reaſons: Firſt, that we are really 
more in want of infantry than cavalry. Secondly, 
becauſe the Comptioller General, with whom this 
department reſts, prefers ſupplies of money, to theſe 
levies, which he conſiders as more burthenſome on 
the province; and I could not frx upon a perſon, 
in the capacity of a governor, in whom I could per- 
ceive talent and energy united, ſuficientto reſiſt the 


torrent of oppoſition, which probably would have a- 
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®* latendant, or C'ivi! Admiaiſtrator for Lange! 
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riſen. I might therefore have been left with the 
fgma of the meaſure, without the pleaſure of it's 
ſucceſs. Nevertheleſs, you may, for the conlola- 
tion of thoſe, whom you govern, inform them, 
that the people of Britanny will be no gainers in 
the end by this privation ; ſince, it is intended, their 
Province ſhall beaffſeiſed, in a proportion, fully ade- 
quote to what the completion of ſach a levy would 
have ſtood in their diſburſements*. . 

e am at a loſs to ſerve the young perſon 
whom you have recommended; for I cannot ad- 
mit, that ſome years of attendance at Court, with- 
out even the ſervice of one campaign in war as a 
Mouſque:aire, poſſibly can afford a pretext to 
bring in at once a young man of the robe into the 
army, as a Captain of Cavalry. I know rot what 
to adviſe-—In making him your Aide de Camp, 
and ſerving as ſuch in an act. ve ſeaſon of operati- 
ons, he may probably acquire ſuch diſtinction, as 
to merit the ſucceſs of what he aims; my opinion 
however is, that it will be better ſor ſome worthy 
and able Man to deter him, from adopting this line 
at his preſent time of life. 


n 
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* A pleaſant conſolation ! True remedy of Miniſters for one Province, 
to know itſelf equai:y opyreiled, with another. 
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« Wu [I began, I did not think 1 ſhould 
have replied to every part of your letter. Unfor- 
tunately, it is anſwering it too literally, for it re- 
ealls, without ſatisfying, thoſe gloomy apprehen- 
fions contained, How happy will it make me, if in 
the courſe of a few days, I am enabled to rejoice 
with you on matters ſo eſſential now pending; you 
well know my fiiendſhip and attachment. I proteſt, 
theſe ſenſations are never fo pleaſing, as when em- 
ployed in whatever may be of ſervice to you, or in 
affording you conſolation ; for my confidence in 
you will only ceaſe with my life, and is tantamount 
to the reliance, I ſhall, on all occaſions, place on 
your friendſhip. It is a melancholy conſideration, 
that you ſhould not be with us at this critical junc- 
ture! What a difference in contraſting the event, 
we dread, to that, which, we had flattered ourſelves, 
would ariſe at the time of your departure, and 


which indeed had commenced in the moſt auſpici- 


ous manner. | 
ec J am Sir, &c. &c.“ 


Thx continual alarms, that troubled the repoſe 
of the Monarch, and afflicted thoſe in the intereſt 
ot Madame de Chateauroux, ſoon turned to diſaſ- 
trous certainty, This Lady died on the 8th. of 
violent convulive ſpaims, which indicated more 


ſtrongly 
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ſtrongly, that her death was premature. A man 
attached to the Duke, who quitted not the ſtreet in 
which ſlie reſided, was the firſt in conveying this 
ſorrowful intelligence, which was ſoon con- 
firmed by others of his friends. His grief was 
ſincere. Suſceptible of friendſhip, he loft, in Ma- 
dame de Chiteauroux, a friend, whoſe eſteem he 
valued, and in her ability and fituation, the ſtrong- 
eſt poſſible ſupport, he could enjoy at Court. 

Tae King was thrown into deſpair. In the 
demiſe of a perlon, whoſe loſs we regret, every good 
quality poſſeſſed becomes familiar to our remem- 
brance, and encreaſes, in our ideas, their eſti- 
mation. This Prince was ſenſible, it was not on- 
ly a lovely Miſtreſs and an agreeable Companion 
of whom he was deprived ; but a woman whoſe 
candor had prompted him to glorious actions, an 
who daily manifeſted her with to fee him, whom 
ſhe beloved, reign with honor, —His affection was 
greater for her memory, than that with which he 
was inſpired during her life; for had his paſſion 
been ardent, he would certainly have ſought the 
means of privately ſeeing her, before her public re- 
call, and otherwiſe by attention atoned in ſome de. 
ore? for the humiliation ſhe had bi en ſubjected to 
during his illnets. If his conlcicuce was not recon- 
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ciled to the intention of having her near him a- 


gain, and he feared the conſequences of a perſonal 
meeting, buth ſuch regard and feeling were due, 
as to have at leaſt written; a circumſtance few 
would believe he could have omitted, did not Ma. 
dame de Chateauroux's own letters convince us 
of the omiſſion. Thoſe, truly ſenſible of that paſ- 
ſion, mult conclude his Majeſty's was not power- 
ful; and that privation alone of a vacuum, he at 
tines thought he felt, was the occaſion of his wiſh- 
ing for her return. 

MonTPELLIER, where the Duke reſided three 
weeks after the death of the favorite, evinced, by 
a ſtop to it's amuſements, his regret, excited by 
real eſteem and fincere friendſhip, which cauſed 
genuine tears. His ambition ſuffered in it's career 
a ſevere check. So much was he in favor, and 
ſuch expectation did he place on her aſcendency on 
the Monarch's mind, that he had projected the 
reſtoration of the charge of Conſtable, with the 
view, that although Licutenant General, if it was 
not immediately conferred on him, he might in the 
end aſpue, and mect, through this Lady's ſolicita- 
tion, this high honor. —In tendency thereto, he 
drew up a memorial, wherein he eſtabliſhes, the 


renovation of this charge would not be attended 
with 


E 


with any inconveniency to the ſtate.— Here fol- 
low ſome extracts. 
© IN a Monarchical government, in which the 
* ſovereign concentrates the whole power, as in 
* France, no truſt, whatſoever, has erher value or 
* conſequence, but in the proportion hi, Maj-!ty is 
« graciouſly pleaſed to accord to it; accordingly 
ic every one, that has been inſtituted, has varicꝗ in 
ie it's price and functions, in different reigns, as the 
1 Monarch willed. That of conſtable, which, afcer 
ce a ſeries of years became ſo conſiderable, was in 
te it's origin, very inferior as the very word denotes 
c comes ſtabuli or, ſuperintendent of the horſe, 
te or royal (tables. The Mareſchals of France e- 
ce qually were a degree higher than thoſe attached 
6 to the ſtables; to them belonged the kaowledge 
ee of horſes, and on their judgment were bought 
and were tormed the (mall body of horſe apper- 
* taining to the ſovercigi's guard. In thoſe days 
« the ſtrength of the cavalry alone was known. 
«© The Marcſchals, from inſpecting thedepartment, 
“became it's leaders, and performed entirely the 


functions aſſigned to the Mareſchals of the preſent 
* day; over whom the conſtable is conſidered to 


% preſide. This truſt was important according to 
de the exigency of the times, and the ability of thoſe 
< holding 


1 


c 


holding it in that age of barbariim, when the 
© Kingdom was a prey to civil diſſention. Tae 


* 


conſtable Anne ae Montmorency, was of all o- 


thers the man, who beſt underſtood the nature of 


his truſt, and extended it's pretogatives, ſo as on 


** 


Lad 


« every occaſion to cauſe military references to his 


ic ab{ulute determination. In all petitions he exact- 


t i a particul ur ſty le of addcels to himſelt; and to 


© the Nike of Guile even, who not devlating from 


© the order prelcribed, he concluded in his anſwers, 


c in the trus aſſumptionot a ſuperior *© your aſſured 
* friend“; yet, however great this dignity, it did 
not exempt him ſrom exile. Montmorency, Con- 
& table, Admiral and Grand Maſter or Chamberlaig 


& of France, received at Rouen an order of baniſh- 


«© ment, and at once delpoiled of his high offices, 


could not reſiſt the authority, that impoled it, 
notwitliſtanding che unfortunate ſpirit of oppoſiti- 
on to the royal mandate, which prevailed in tho: 
* days of ignorance. But tnoſe enemies to ſubor- 
« dination even acted under the influence of a 
ce chief; and hiſtory informs us, the perſon leading 
« theſe revolts generally was a prince of the blood, 
cc who, with the towns in rebellien, had many diſ- 
C contepted nobles attached to his fortunes and in- 
cc 


tereſts, I believe at this moment, no perſuaſion 
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is requiſite to impreſs, that a prince of the blood 
could not, however ill diſpoſed, carry weight e- 
noug in cauſing one batt ion to deſert it's duty, 
or excite the moſt mutinous ot the people to an 
illegal combination againlt the civil adminiſtra- 
tor, much leſs therefore, would any :umult derive 
conſequence from a Conſtable with the Marèſchals 
of France, and even, uniting the authority of the 
governor of the province, here the local infurrec- 


tion might be attempted. 


« IT follows, from the above reaſons adduced, 


that ao danger can ariſe to the ſtate, in recreating 


this charge. If any oppoſition is endeavoured, 


it muſt proceed from the ſuggeſtion of miniſters, 
altogether puſhbly not approving that any in- 
dividual ſhould, in power however ſeperate, ap- 
proach near them in ſtation; and averſe equally, 
from invidious motive, to fee a ſubject, raiſed 
to an eminence, where, diſcharging bis duty 
with honor and credit to himſelf, he incites pub- 
lic applauſe, The French, emu'ous of martial 


glory, and bearing the utmoſt veneration for 


thoſe, who have acquired it, are naturally par- 
tial to men, inveſted with ſuch diſtinction, and 


would rally at ſuch a ſtandard, ſooner than fol- 
low the dictates of a miniſter. 


It was this jea- 


ce Jouſy 
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& jouſy that induced the Cacdinal de Richelieu to 


ſuppreſs this charge, and Mazarin in continuing 
c 


it's ſuppreſſion. Louvois likewiſe ſaw with the 
«« ſame eyes his intereſt in the abolition. Never- 
theleſs, Lewis the 14th offered it ro Turenne, 


& conditioning his converſion; and recently Mon- 


* 


fieur de Vendome, would have been ho- 


* nored with it, had his death not been premature. 


& Particulars verifying this ſtatement might be 


c 


brought forth. Magnani, his ſecretary, is (till 


La) 


living, and the credit of the aſſertion may reſt 
« on his teſtimony. 

« FuRTHER, it might be political, at this 
& juncture, to renew this charge; all others, hav- 
&« ing fallen into a degradation, which the nobili- 
« ty and men of rank vie not in any emulation to 
c obtain; it's expediency, on this account princi- 
© pally, is fo viſible, that independent of what 
ec has been faid in regard to the Miniſter, no 
« yoice of oppoſition to it can be furmized, unleſs 
ec from men of the Robe, (Parliament) “ who, in 
te a century more, will abrogate all the privileges 
© of nobility, and even now poſſibly might object, 


& from the Conſtable, in virtue of his office, tak- 


— 
— 


The claſs in France exerciſing Judicial and Civil Legiſlat on. 


cc ing 
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& ing precedency of the Chancellor. This, acting 
& in conſtant union, may endeavour to preſerve, to 
cc their chief, that ſtrange prerogative delegated, 
« inan elevation of rank by his charge ; to other 
« gentlemen, holding truſts of conſideration, and 
* however dignified by inaate high birth. 

« THE moſt formidable of the rights, a 
« Conſtable exerciſes, is the excluſive one of com- 
4e manding in all fortifications ; but if any appre- 
cc henſion is entertained of the effect ſuch a pow- 
* er might have, no difficulty can occur in redu- 
« cing or taking away altogether this branch. 
&« Other diſtinctions, as exterior, might remain in 
« their ſplendor. Such, as not ceding the poſt of 
© honor to any perſon, attached to the ſervice, 
% nowever tranſcendant his dignity, and receiving 


« the Monſeigncur, on all occaſions, even, from 
© the Mareſchals of France.” 

By the purport of this Memorial may be un- 
derſtood what ambitions views the Duke cheriſhed, 
Unhappilv, for him, his patroneſs was not in ex- 
iſtence; and deſtitute of her ſupport the Miniſters 
could no longer ſee the expediency of the advice 
given. After his conqueſt of Minorca, he again 
tried to bring forward the utility of this meaſure ; 
put the Monarch, however fond of him, and deſi- 

rous 


Do 
— - 


— 


— * 


— 


" 
- 


" —— 
1222 * 


- > th. 2 


—— - s 
So 


23. 4 3 » 
_ * 89 - 
A oY = wa 2 2 - 
_— * es 
* 


o * 4 - 1 
"3 
a ” o ” 
* 0 at . 


EIN 
„„ 


1 


rous of meeting his wiſhes, had not energy enougl. 


to adopt ſuch a reſolution; and in the miniſters the 
fame inflexible obſtinacy reigned, ſeconded by the 
approval of the Miſtreſs, whoſe preponderance in 
all acts of government was manifeſt, (Madame de 
Pompadour.) 

Richi Ev, returned from Montpellier, pre- 
ſents himſelf to the Monarch on Chriſtmas eve. 
The King recetves hin as a favorite, with whom he 
wiſhes to enter on thoſe points affecting his mind, 


where, from ſympathy, he may derive conſolation. 


He enjoins him ſecretly to await in his apartment, 


after the maſs of midnight has been performed, 

Tur Duke, faichful in obeying the orders of 
kis Mater, is punctual at the hour mentioned. His 
recolle Aion is immediately aſſailed by an aſſignati 
on of a diſferent nature given him, fome years de- 
tore, wherein he contemplated with ſuch ſatisfaction 
tis Majeſty's paſſion for Madame de Chiteaurcus, 
This awakes his regr2t in tracing every particular 
of the greatneſs of his 108. 

As ſoon as the Nlonarch eneves from ths 
vain ceremony of his couches, he tires wto a Coles 
wah Richelicu, where giving vent to his feelin 


myo 


1855 
he yields to the weaknels that prevails. Engroſſed 


1 


completely by the ſubject ol Madame d: Chatezu- 


1 1 


roux's death, his paſſion for her, her ſickneſs, her 
laſt moments, the Monarch and his ſubject diſſolve 
in tears, on the aſhes of their departed friend. His 
Majeſty freely upbraids bimſe'f, in probably having 
accelerated her death, by delaying fo long her in- 
tended return; and freely confeſſes, that, in her loſs, 


he is only ſenſible of the affection that poſſeſſed him. 
When the mind is in that ſtate of exaltation, it cea- 
ſes not beſtowing unreſerved commencation. Ma- 
dame de Chiteauroux was a divinity ot all perfec- 
tion; and the theme of her various endowments 
were repeated 'till the hour of parting, which, the 
morning breaking in, warned the propriety of. The 
Duke affured the King he was beloved by her as 
the individual; but when blended with the Mo- 
narch, her warmth of attachment inſpired her with 
ſuch a defire for his glory, as made her lay aſide 
every ſelfiſh conſideration, and there was good cauſe 
to ſuſpect, that the exceſs, with which ſhe had acted, 
had made her it's victim. To this, he imparted 
the torments, ſhe indured, when his Majeſty, ſacri- 
ficing his inclination to the apparent wiſh of his 
ſubjects, perſiſted in denying, to her, his preſence. 
So near the object of her adoration, and refuſed the 
felicity of ſeeing him, was t00 great a conflict for a 
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ind, frauzht with lenſibility, to bear with fortitude. 
Often, to his knowledge, did ſhe diſguiſe herſelf, and, 
braviog, every danger, which might attend the deli- 
©acy ot her ſex, ſhe repaired to places, where im- 
perceptibly ſhe might indulge herſelf wich a private ; 
view of the man ſhe doated on; and derived a plea- 
ling ſatisfaction at his healch being re-eſtabliſhed, 
and at his having become the idol of the people, 
dy the public acclamations, that ſurrounded him. 


Taz King did not expreſs great ſurprize in 
receiving theſe freih aſſurances, that her attachment 
lad been ſincere, He recollected all his favorite 
had told him, and his erroneous conduct, when 
he ſubject ſhe addreſſed him upon, was buſineſs, 
© [ was impatient towards her, when, (exclaimed 
© the Monarch,) I ought to have been thankful. 


* Gee,” ſaid he, opening the Drawer of a little 


Table, and throwing Letters upon it, © In thoſe 
« you will diſcover, how ſhe loved me, and the 

** courage ſhe diſplayed in ſpeaking the truth.” 
Tuss E precious documents, redounding ſo 
much to her eredit, were read with earneſtneſs by 
her friend; and it is to be lamented, they were not 
preſerved, The MTonarch allowed the Duke to 
retain one. and the copy of it having been confi» 
dently 
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ce:tly given to a friend of Richelieu's, we are hap- 
py, in the opportunity of tranſcribing it. 
« SRE, . 

« Tax degree of exaltation, that it has plvaſ- 
ed your Majeſty to place me in, inuſt, at all times, 
raiſe the envious againſt me, and create me enc- 
mies. If ambition had been the ladder on which 
T aſcended to ſuch elevation, perſonal regard would 
ſoon have converted that motive. Were you not 
a Monarch, you would naturally inſpire the Love 
felt for the Man. Judge, what my ſentiments muſt 
be, when 1, with pleaſure, am ſenſible, that the 
glory which environs you, I participate of in ſome 
meaſure, You have often prefſed me verbally to 
dilcloſe the truth, but conceiving myſelf more at 
eaſe in writing it, I embrace chat ſatisfaction. 

« Lr us begin, if you pleaſe, on the ſubject 
of your Miniſters, relative to whom, the converſation, 
your Majeſty did me the honor of holding with me 
yeſterday, furniſhed the topic. I reſpect your ſclec- 
tion. It can be but proper. I inculpate noone ; but a 
Monarch ought to be only ſuperintendent of the au- 
thority he delegates. XIiſtruſt, fir, always your 
ewn conception; 239 think, your judgment is apt to 


be milled by forming of :hers an opinion from your 
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own nature. They are men, and addicted to human 
frailty, it is too poſſible, that a perſonal intereſt may 
impede their acquieſcence in your beſt meaſures; 
and therefore, however ſalutary, they may be for your 
people, ſtill ſuch an obſtacle will prevent their being 
fulfilled. If theſe, fir, have in conſequence reaſons 
for grievance, they manage ſo, that the acceſs to your 
auguſt preſence is debarred. Should the Miniſ- 
ters of your power abuſe the truſt you confide in 
ti.em, have the energy immediately to remedy, and 
enact, by the dictates of your own conſcience, what 
it muſt point out to you then, as the rule of right. 
Contemplate, fir, the bleſſed fituation of a Mo- 
narch, ſurrounded only by thoſe, on whom, his ſove- 

reignty has conferred benevolence and happineſs. 
WEN I ventured, fir, to propoſe to your 
Nlajeſty to aſſume the command of your army in 
perſon, I was far from beiug actuated thereto by a- 
ny idea of a neceſſity exiſting, you ſhould expoſe 
yourſe!; to engage their fervor, On the contrary, I 
reaſon, as every loyal ſubject ought, that your days 
m this world are dedicated to the ſtate, and that a 
good father ought to value his life, for the good of 
his family. But your preſence, fir, with the Army, 
vill cauſe freſh order, will renovate their confidence; 
and in leading them to victory, will have the effect 
” of 
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of an addition of troops, headed by the beſt general. 
Moaſieur Orry has aſſured me, that pecuniary reſour- 
ces will not be wanting; that either there was e- 
nough in your Majeſty's treaſury, or that there 
ſhould not be a failure in this neceſſary ſinew, for the 
expences of the approaching campaign, which, grant- 
ing your Majeſty attends to my ſuggeſtion, 1 dare 
predict, although ſucceſs cannot be enſured, yet it is 
ne xt to an im-oſſibility ſhould prove ſo diſaſtrous as 
the preceding The œconc mical arrangement, that 
wiil reg" 1lat2 your departure, journey, and reſidence 
wich yur troops, Cannot fail of being a ſubject 
of approbation; ard if your Majeſty did not reign 
in ail heurts, J am perſuaded, this act alone would 
contribnte to ſuch a bleſſing. 

Ex cus, ſire, my freedom, you can but be ſen- 
ſible, it proceeds from the ſincere intereſt and warm 
attachment I take, in what muſt cover your Majeſ- 
ſty with honor. Why ſhould J indeed apprehend, 
that truth would be diſpleaſing? When, from the 
noble mind, reſerve and myſtery are protcribed, 
what reluctance can there be in acting with candor ? 
Were I to deſiſt in a wiſh for your glory, 1 ſhould 
ceaſe to love you; whillt my exiſtence laſts, I can 
unfeignedly aſſure your Majefty, both ſentiments 


will 
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will co-operate moſt powerfully in the mind of 
4 Sie, Nec.“ 

H1s Majeſty candidly avowed ſuch freedom 

had not, during her life, often been agreeable to 
him, and in this diſlike, he had, at times, when his 
mind was agitated on her account, met a certain re- 
pugnance, to invite again the tame familiarity, 
Now ſhe was gone, he was ſenſible of it's eſtimation, 
The Duke ava iled himſelf of this moment of ſen- 
ſibility to fathom his intention in reſpect to a ſecond 
campaign; and he diſcerned, with pleaſure, that, 
from the tomb, his Miſtreſs” inſpiration had till ation 
enough to ſtimulate the Monarch to the path of glo- 
ry. The King appeared decided, to rejoin the army 
in Flanders, conducting with him the Dauphia, his 
ſon ; who was to quit the ſolace of his recent wedded 
ſtate, for the fatigues of the field, where, the impoſing 
reflection of a victory awaited him, with the contem- 
plation of the miſeries, attendants, at beſt, on ſuch 
ſucceſs. Richelieu was confirmed in his ſituation of 
firſt aide de camp, by the Monarch's gracious aſſu- 
rance; and the dawn was obſerved by them, with- 
out an i lea of the tim they had been together. 
The King parted with reluctance, ſtill thinking, he 
had not given full vent to the remorſe, which aſſail- 


ed him, by enlarging on the virtues of his deceated 
wiltrels, 


10 1 


miſtreſs; and Richelieu, equally, in not expatiating 
on the noble ſentiments, which had marked the con- 
duct of chis friend through life. 


. ˙ ͤ—-.FNR—R8.. · ꝛm¼111 ˙Ü·ééñ—ñ—: ····¶·¶¶¶— — 
LETTERS OF LEWIS XV. TO THE MARE. 
SCHAL DE RICHELIEU. 


January 3d, 1743. 

Txz Marchioneſs of Chevreuſe, as well as de 
Farge:, have, within theſe few days, been attack 
ed by the ſmall Pox, and apprehenſions are enter- 
tained, from the appearance of the Diſorder, that 
they will not eſcape favorably. Helvetius augurs 
ill of their ſituation. The laſt, in particular, has a 
ſpeck in one ot her Eyes, that denotes miſchieyous 
conſequences, 

Tus Court and Paris are full of Predictions 
on the long lives of Meflr;. de Tenein and de Ri- 
chelieu. The calculation on each has even been 
extended to one hundred years: May you expe- 


rience it's verification. 

His Majeſty ſupped on Tueiday with two 
Princeſſes and a Dutcheſs, and to-morrow will be 
again in the ſame party. It is remarked, that the 
Counteſſes have not, of late, been ſo much noticed 
by royal favors, as they were beforo, 

THE 
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Taz King, at his Supper, appeared much 
to reliſh a Trout from the Lake of Geneva, lſent to 


him by Monſieur de Richelicu. He was gay, and 
drank to the health of the \Tare'icial de Richelieu, 
and toaſted, in another Glaſf:, i: p.ofperity of the 
Mareſchals of France. 

Tus Marquis de Meufe has expreſſed great 
anxiety, concerning a pair of Slippers, which, the 
Hero of the day left behind him, as he was retiring 
to reſt. 

Tux Marchioneſs de la Tournelle, is in her 
new apartments ſince yeſterday ; or rather in thoſe, 
occupied by her Siſter, 

Taz Mareſchal de Maillebois, has manifeſt- 
ed great uneaſineſs, in regard to a Bomb, that was 
near burſting on the head of her huſband, and from 
a channel he did not expect. But thank heaven, 
the exploſion has been deferred. What appears 
moſt extraordinary in this, is, that Monſieur de 
Luynes, who was greatly intereſted in it's ſueceſs, 
has been much chagrined in the diſappointmen:. 
The Dutcheſs of Villars has, on this occaſion, been 
ſummonſed, to Paris, to undergo interrogatories, 
which will terminate in the Family wiſhing to con- 


ſign 
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gu he circurnſtance to oblivion, a caution, which 
I fatter myſelf, I need n ot enjoin to you. 

Txs circle of Paris are greatly occupied in 
drying to diſcover the donor of a Box of the value 
ot 3,000 Livres, left at à certꝛia Comvefs? houſe. 
Herſelf, and many cf her friends in the ſeciet of 
her inclinations, think, that it prcceeds from an ac- 
knowledgement of a paſſion ſtill laſting, though I 
am led to aſcribe ic rather to a token of a new at- 


tachment, towhich ſhe is lik ely to be ſuſceptible. 
May it not be from Monſieur de .? Suſpici- 


ons fall on Monfieur de B* **, and others conjecture 
it to be from the P**#**, However doubtful it is at 
preſent, the myſtery will ſoon be exploded. 

Wx have had a deviliſh hard froſt of late. 
With you the climate is more mud, yet he firuaticn 
here is preferable. 

Oxs of chale fotty, whoſe lives were prog noſ- 
ticated to extend to one hundred years, has juſt paid 
the dei to nature, I pray God, that the remainder 


of us may not egually be diſappointed. But this is 


an event mere to be hoped for, than believed. 
T:xzzz are accouul; f2m Prague, dated the 
ich inſtant, that brings us nothing new; au ſome 
from Bavaria, dated the 13th, which, as yet, I 
2 haves 
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have not ſeen. (1) Many reports ariſe from Paris; 
according to the various factions, that govern that 
city. The enſuing weck probably will diſcloſe ſome 
of conſequence, both from Turkey and Italy, in the 
mean while, we view the end cf this, with the ſame 


tranquillity, that we ſhall conſider thoſe, that may oc- 


cur in the ſucceeding period. 


| | 
Ferſailles, 14th June, 1743. 

Tux King has paſſed two pleaſant days with 

the Princeſs, and it is with pleaſure, he daily diſco- 

vers, that ſhe is entitled to greater confidence, She 

has not that deſire of penetrating into every thing, as 


(1) Ir the original of this letter was not written in the King's own 
hand, there would be zealſun to believe a pleaſutry vas intended in this feig- 
ned ignorance; for is it poſſible, that Lewis the XV. was ſo loſt to pride and 
a ſenſe of glory, as to allow of thize weeks to elapſe, and remain in a liate of 
uncertainty of what was paſſing in Bavaria, the ſcene of ative operatious? 
Tais war had been commenced to humble the houſe of Auſttia, and to caule 
the ſucce ſſion to che Imperia! T:cone to devolveto the hauſe of Bavaria. Tie 
Eector had been choſen Emperor, It was requiite to ſupport this election, 


and, in this purfuit, millions of men and money were ſacrificed aud expended. 


It appears to us the mutives were ſtrong enough to excite his H ñeſt y' curloſi- 


ty. But this proves the apathy and indittcrence of the Monarch, to the ob- 


zeCt of importance of his Kingdom, which was abandoned, la it's welfare and 
Fonor, to the Care and Vigilancy dengel his Mingers. 


her 
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her ſiſters manifeſted; and which u as felt, as a ſpirit 
of curioſity, truly troubleſome, in women to harbor. 
H1s Majeſty has determined on the affair of 
the umbrellas ; and the reſult of his deciſion is, that the 
Princeſſes of the blood, and Dutcheſles, may aſſume 
the uſe of them in any proceſſion. 
Turxk was a grand council held yeſterday, 
that laſted too long, for the unimportance of it's diſ- 
cuſſion. I ſee plainly, that it is the wiſh of every 
one to be right, though, in the end, ſome one muſt be 
in the wrong; for it is ſcarcely poſſible, that in the 
reſult of any event, matters ſhould fo have occurred, 
28 to ſtamp, with propriety, every part of the mea- 
ore tending to it's execution. It is clear to me, how- 
ever, that our preſent fituation in Bavaria affordsno 
proſpect cf advantage. The Cardinal de Tenein, 
on this ſubject has committed, to my peruſal, a me- 
morial, which, though diffuſe, is no: void of juſt re- 
marks, | 
Lou are much wiſned for in the circle of our 
Ledies. Ore of them particularly ſeems ſo much 
_ aitefted by your abſence, that, to ſupport and relieve 
lier grief, ſhe has reſolved to draw conſolation trom 
e nitung ofthe aſſiduities of another perſon. How 
your excellency will bear this, remains with time to 


reconcile! for my part I fee, no great harm in tws 


perſo::: 
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perſons being obliged inſtead of one, Dumeril has 
ſpoken to me of the Mareſchal, I am much ſatisſied, 
that a gced underſlanding prevails between him and 
Monſieur D*Argenſon, for you well know, I like, that 
men, co-overativg in the ſervice of my ſtate, ſhou!d 
preſerve that happy uniſon of cordiality towards each 
other. The Mareſchal is bound in eratituce to the 
Princeſs, for ſhe wiſhes him truly well. 

I ua been aſſured, that {ſuch are the advar- 
tagecus diſpoſitions he has made, and the maſterly 
poſition of his army, he cannot fil of beating the 
Engliſh, when the day of encounter happens. I 
hope in God it may be verified, and that foon the act:- 
on, you meditate, tray concur to the dc ble end 
hoped for from it, of giving us peace and ſecing 2 
termination of all hoſtilities herrveen rhe reſpective 
ſtates, ſo long exhauſting their ĩubjects, blood, and 
treaſure, on fiuitleſs and unneceſſary wars. I am 
confident in your excellency's uſing your utmoſt a- 
bility, equally as it has wich your zeal been con- 
ſpicuous on other occaſions. L have therefore tc offer 
my prayers, that inthe reſult, you will be as ſuccelsſul, 
as in thoſe bright examples of lortune, which have 
eſtabliſhed your fame. 

Tux King goes to-morrow tc Choiſy, to ſ ay 
a few days, his perlonal attendants only have Leen 

ſummonſed 
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ſummonſed. He wiſhes to enjoy a little privacy, 
completely retired from the turbulence of a Court. 


In his converſations with the Princeſs, your excel - 
lency will not be forgotten, and may health and 


preſervation attend you ! 


Verſailles, 4th Auguft, 1743. 
I wasat Verſulles,when the Princeſs delivered, 


to me, the Letter, your Excellency had entruſted her 
with; and I doubt not that your remonſtrances, to 


the Prince of Conti, muſt have been animated. I 
could wiſh not to have known it, for this act has 


exaſperated me. I do not feel myſelf naturally ir- 
ritable, but, on the contrary, indulgent to the faults 
of others. Where however, as in this caſe, they 
have been manifeſt, and might have been avoided, 
I think, my anger, againſt the individual, not mu- 
placed. 

No, certainly, Monfieur de Broglio had no or- 
ders to quit his poſt in Bavaria, and, if by this 
motion, he has been the Martyr to policy, I can 
aſſure you, that political expectation has been 
fully his victim. But, I muſt not ruminate on what 


is paſt, and is now without remedy. It is incum- 


tent to cute the evil as ſoon as poſſible, and that, 
| C 
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by every vigor, which can be called forth into ac. 
tion. 1 do not think, diſhonor 1s attached on the 
conquered, but truly ſo, in the diſgrace of per- 
petually flying before the enemy, as theſe two 


years operations evince.—Our army is in want of 


diſcipline, and the Soldiers of encouragement. 
This is what employs my attention, and I entreat 


my Generals, to occupy themſelves of this alone. 

I pray of you to do your utmoſt, that 
all trifling punctilio's may be facrified to the gene- 
ral good. Let Frenchmen concentrate to this 
point, and we need not yet deſpair. 

May health preſerve you ! 


636v. 2 ͤ— — 


a—ẽ 


—— 


Verſailles, the 11th of Fuly, 1753. 

SINCE I am informed that you intereſt your- 

felf for the Parliament, I think it requiſite to com - 
municate my ſentiments to you on that body ; and 
which are founded on what I have ſeen, learnt, and 


fully comprehended, of their inſtitution and 


Tae Parliament, on every occaſion, has been 
2 erſe to the controul of it's Kings, or Regents; and 
in what regards my reign, they have ſclected ine, 
a man, whom they know diſpoſed to tranquility, 
- 10 


L 281 
to prefer the moſt bareſaced claims, ſupporting 
them by reaſons and deductions, equally impu- 
dent and imaginary. My patience was manifeſt 
laſt year. You, Monſieur de Richelieu, were an 
ocular witneſs of my forbearance. I appeared in- 
different, however foreign, to apathy, my feeling: 
and ſenſe of their conduct were, 

I do not attribute to the firſt preſident, what 
was ſaid to me. Himſelf as the organ and voice 
of that body could do no atkerwile, than expreſs 
it's dictates, But has it been merited? driven to 
exceſs, by the impropriety of their conduct, it is 
with grief, I muſt have recourſe, to make it 
known to them, who Il am. That I am their abſo- 
lie Sovereign, and holding my power alone from 
God, to Him alone am I acountable for it's earth- 
ly uſe, whenever it pleaſes Him to withdraw me 
and to transfer the {ceptre he has conferred on me, 
to my ſucceſſor. They will chen have another 


Maſter, and poſſibly not fo geod an one. Iam 


king, and the arbiter of my ſabjeAs, or is it the 
Parliament? No one will concede, and yet it is 
indiſpenſable, one party ſnould. I wiſh not to an- 
nihilate the Parliament, but it is my full intention 


to reduce it within thoſe limits, for which purpoic 


Ut 
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it was inſtituted and created. It muſt therefore 

ſlubmit, or [ muſt give up my rights. Juſtified as 
I am, and determined in aſſerting and tranſmitting 
thoſe rights inviolate to the heir of my Throne, 
I ſhall uſe the force, that God has been pleaſed to 
entruſt into my hands, and if required, in ſo good 
a cavle, pledge and riſk my life in the ſtake. If they 
ſu2 for pardon to me, if they obey what is my 
pleaſur2 to ena, with joy, I ſhall reſtore to them 
that power, with which I had veited them. Burt 
after lo many deviations from the line preſcribed, 
in the attempts, that I have obſerved to infringe 
& curtail my prerogative, will never allow, to them 
again, the opportunity of diſturbing the peace of 
my reign. Theſe conditions, which I exact, with 


juſtice, mult be fully undertood and ſabicribed to 
by them implicitly, e're 1 can bring mm to think 


Gi heir reftoration. 
Dt £rit prefident, being their Chief, and 


= Sfr. tO v dignity I fixed upon with 
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Peau 
Bene: of the ſuomTons of my parliament, and of 
The orders, I ſhall nave to give him, to cauſe being 
enecuted. I have hicherta been too con deſcend- 


ing. My nature has been impoſed upon to ex- 


tort 
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tort from me acquieſcences, which were even then 


not altogether ſatis factory, but now I am more 
firmly convinced, ſhould, in the firſt inſtance, have 
been determinately rejected. But in this moment, 
I will hear nothing, until ſuhmiſſiveneſs is evident, 
and I have full ſecurity of it's permanence. 

I snovLD be equally diſguſted with the aſſum- 


ed authority of the Prieſthood, if ever they pre- 
tended to ſtep our of thoſe myſtical lines, to 


which their power is confined. But I am willing, 
that to God, ſhould be rendered what appertaineth 
to God, and to Cæſar what appertuneth to Czar. 
Cæſar therefore holding of God the territorial poſ- 
ſeſſions, that belong to Cæſar, it follows, that it is 
incumbent on Cæſir to preſerve them entire, and 
as ſuch as he received them, let them devolve 
pure and unimpaired to poſterity, 

Tou may communicate to whoever you chooſe 
what I write, as for your own private perutal, I 
certainly cannot mean it alone. I ſhall have it 
thundered in the Pulpits, that my People, ſenſible 
of my rights, may ſce, with indignation, the en- 
croachments of that aſpiring Body; and fatisfied 
with the rectitude of their Monarch's coaduct, and 
jealous of the maintenance of a power fo delegated, 
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may ſanction, with their diſapprobation, the turbu- 
lent interference of the parliament. 
I nave not put my ſignature to this epiſtle, 


becauſe it has been on a very diſſerent ſubject, to 
what my other familiar Letters to you generally 


treat. But yourſelf, knowing my band-writing, 
may vouch it is mine, and that the ſentiments ex- 
preſſed are genuine. 

Issovro not heſitate to fign ſuch, as I have 


conveyed by it, as a public document and in form 


of a general declaration. Nay, if it was requiſite, 
which God forbid ! I would have nc ſcruple to 


ſign and atteſt it's purport, with my Blood. 


LETTERS OF THE DUTCHESS OF LAURAGAIS, 
TO MARESCHAL DE RICHELIEU, 


Verſailles, 5th December, 1755. 

Your plan, for the enſuing campaign, has been 
thought enterpriſing, though rather raſh, by propo- 
fing the ſiege of Portmahon for it's commencement; 
The detail, you have given, has met with amniad ver- 
fions, and his Majeſty himlelf appeared aſtounded at 
the magnitude of the object it embraced. It wilt 
be with great reluctance, that he determines vpon 


hoſtilities, 
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hoſtilities, and fuch is his averſion to trouble of any 
kind, that I really believe, were it not for the gene- 
ral inclination, he ſees, prevails to vindicate the ho- 
nor of the Nation, that rather than involve himſelf 
in any, though we know the burthen of conducting 
and directing the operations will not fall greatly on 
him, he would ſooner ſee the whole of his ſhips, pri- 


zes to the enemy. In the council it was debated ta 
carry the war into the Electorate of Hanover, in or- 


der to puniſh his Britannic Majeſty perſonally, for 
the miichief, that is likely to ariſe from his inimical 


meaſures, but though various diſcuſſions occurred, no- 
thing final was reſolved upon. The King heard 
them with great calmneſs, and did not ſay one word 
which could indicate his ſentiments. Nevertheleſs 
the war will happen, and you muſt be employed. 


Tux Abbe has aſſured me that you will not be 
neglected, and further promiſed to ſupport whatever 
you recommend. In fact, it is a bold ſuggeſtion, 

and if we tucceed, the Engliſh, from whom we have 
already experienced fuchdiſaſters, will, in their turn, 
be humiliated. The reſult depends onthe ſtreſs of 
the intelligence you have received concerning the 
place. Your opponents pronounce it impregaable, 
and yet I cannot think, you 90':!4 venture your re- 
piitation, 


E 


putation, but with certain and juſt proſpects of ſuc. 


ceſs. His Majeſty is out of humor, and it this de- 
ciſion occurs, they ſay, he is inclined to entruſt the 
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management to the Prince of Conti. Your name 
however has not been mentioned. The Abbe ſays 
he will take the opportunity of doing it at a favora- 
able moment, and that he has diſcerned the means of 
obtaining his Majeſty to conſent to the propoſition, 
I mvsT inform you, that you are often miſta- 
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thoſe regarding Madame de Pompadour. You have 
told me that ſhe flattered you, and inclined you to 
ſuppoſe ſhe would eſpouſe your views; yet I know, 
from unqueſtionable authority, that in your abſence, 
ſhe is far differently diſpoſed. The idea of the ſiege 
vas talked of at her houſe, and in the event of it's 
taking place, who was the proper perſon to com- 
mand. Your name was introduced naturally with 
others, when ſhe exclaimed in an ionical tone, 
« Monſieur de Richelieu certainly is coxcomb e- 
&« nough to aſpire to ſuch a charge ; and he will un- 
te dertake it with as much frivolity, as he would the 
« commencement of any 1atrigue. Fs vanity is 
ſuch, that adverſit'', of fortune alone can teach 
him the leſſon of his not being lo infallable, as he 
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« wiſhes the world to conceive of his talents. 


You 


11 


You may rely on the truth of this information, 
7 will, when we meet, communicate, in perſon, to | 
y >, from whom 1 had it. You will thence fee 
hoy vain are your hopes of ſupport from that quar- 
ter, lets vou are fixed upon, for the pleaſure, 
Vour dif grace would afford; | with, for my part, 
this may iallucace them. You will then be in com- 
mant, aud enabled to prove, to them, that, which 
you promiſe, you know weil how to perform, 
What ſurprize would attend them, and how they 
woul.i be duped for their malignity? 

Tax eſſential point, you have to do, is your 
immediate a loption of the project. After that, 
it is but juſt they ſhould occupy their attention on 
the framer of it. I am really upon thorns and 
will not quit the Abbe, leſt he ſhould decline in his 
good will towards you. I ſhall alſo, through a 
channel, you are not ignorant of, endeavor to per- 

{uade the Marchioneſs, that if the command of the 
| expedi· ion devolves on you, there is a certainty of | 
it's fulure. This will ſtimulate her malice againſt 
you. In ſhort, nothing muit be omitted, that can 


ſecure you the nomination. IT conſider your ho- 


nor deeply committed in this event, and I dream 
continually of it's practicability. 


You 
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You judge perſecty right in not inſinuatiag 
your wiſhes to his Majeſty. It would be the means 
of defeating then, for ſuch an election mit ema- 
nate from the Council. In the Mlareschal de Bel- 
liſle, you have another friend, who clandeitiacly 
lends his influence to counteract your inclinations, 
yet this will be of no avail. In deſpite of their en- 
deavors, you mutt be appointed, reduce the place, 
and return covered with glory, that they may barſt 
with rage and diſappointment. What a charming 
perſpective. The pleafing dream! Why, my dear 
friend, is it not realized? 

— — 
Paris, April 3d, 1758. 

I A as angry, as you are, to ſee the treatment 
vau have experienced, in not finding, at Toulon, 
every preparation which you deemed requiſite for 
the operations of the ſiege. They are bent on your 
dugrace. It is determined. With what pleaſure, 
however, do I learn, that, by your own perſonal ex- 
ertions, you have ſupplied the deficiency, by re- 
quiring, from Antibes and Marſcilles, the comple- 
ment of Artillery, which was wanting. For friend- 
ſhip's fake, take care of chat health, I hold in tuch 


eſtimation. What gratitude do I feel towards thoſe, 
who 
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who have, with ſach zeal, ſeconded your endea- 
vors. If every where you had met with equal rea- 
dineſs, there would be greater cauſe of ſatisfaction. 

The Marchioneſs, in her little committee, con- 
tinues to predict, that a total, and, to her, a pleaſing 
reverſe uf fortune will be the ultimate and deciſive 
end of the expectation, entertained from ſuch a 
commander, Every impediment, that you have 
Litherto met with, has been the effect of the induſ. 
try of her agents, and you may look for more here- 
after. Nevertheleſs, I am enlivened by your al- 
ſurances, that you have found in the troops, the 
chearfulleſt diſpoſition to co-operate, and that you 
{et off in the fulleſt perſuaſion, that fortune will be 
propitious. Why is not the day arrived, that will 
crown you with Laurels? Be it your portion to at- 
tain them, but, in your career, aboye all things, 

reflect it is not at your age, and arrived to ſuch mi- 
| litary elevation, that it is incumbent to act the 
young warrior. 

I sRaLL watch, with anxiety, the arrival of 
every exprels, diſpatched by you to bring me let- 
ters. That intimation of your intention of embark- 
ing on the 75th is conſidered, as announcing your 
departure, and the ice is now broken, I feel, how- 
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ever great your confidence may be. ſome diſq et, 
and how ſhould I not, when your honor is mv 
ed in the event? Good God! Were youu to fail u ha: 


2 triumph they would derivel . Jo, ny frien inet 


never experience ſuch humiliation, and his pie 
is too great to become the fable of the day, aud 
the object of ridicule. 

D*AzGE xsov is unremitted in his attention to 
the Marchioneſs. His favor and utility, as a Mi- 
niſter, are alceady fo eſtabliſhed, that I am perſ- - 
ded, this extra aſſiduity of his proceeds fro < 
intention of his being the ſpring to blacken your 
reputation.—Belliſle holds, at his houſe, alio ſe ec 
committees, He reminds me of a dog, Who, ba- 
eing for a long time barked, awaits the favotanlg 
moment to bite. You will never be pard e, uy 
him for having ſlighted his offer of marria:e fc 
your daughter, and if an opportunity occurs of do- 
ing you an ill office, he will ſeize it with aviditv, 
1] wiſh to God, thoſe Engliſh would be compiaiſane 
enough to ſuffer themſclves to be beaten, and they 
there would be an end to my lamenting anxiety, 

Tux King maintains his filence in council, 
To ſee him, one would really imagine, the war was 


not his concern, and that he had nothing at ſtake, 


In 


1 


In ſpeaking of yon, he fays it is now isn 
a Tur; if things go wr with uin, the cauſe mat 
be to hi ni noa. e. Ne cherefoce what blane 
will be yo.ic portion, ſhoull you have the misfor- 
tune not to ſucceed. 

Mut de Pom21 I» 1"s inlience is trans. 
dendant. She h<fitatez n iger to (p2a% in her 
own perſon, * I ſhall dy this—I thul 1» thi,” ſo 
that you may rely, the condut and dicection of the 
war will be more her's than his. Youu cannot 
therefore place much reliaace oa a man, who, 
through his weakneſs for a woman, and that impa- 
tience, which he manifeſts, in hearing opinions ſug- 
geſted contrary to his own, will immediately ſacri- 
fice you; and from herſelf you know the inveteracy 
of her malice. She thought you at firſt an angelig 
Being, and I cannot cunceive how you ſhould not 
have improved your ground with her, as others have 
done within our obſervation, It is well, your for- 
tune and rank placed you in a ſphere fir different 
to tollow the road to her favor, by ſuch means as 
we have ſeen it obtained. But you ſhould have 
treated her as 2 pretty womin, at whole ſhrine 
zou wühed to bend, and to ſuch divinities, what 


ſacrifices are not made: Tou now, in auy event, 


Mm would 
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would be ſecure, and where weuld have been the 


harm to enſure one's future quiet > I ſpeak to you 
as a friend. Not one of our ſex, with theſe pre- 


tenſions, ever forgives the omiſſion from a gallant 
man.—Good God! Why do I not partake of your 
perils, without pretending to participate in your 


glory? 


Verſailles, 6th July. 

I nzcCt1veD your's of the 2 iſt ultimo, yeſter- 
day, and truly forry am I to obſerve the obſtacles 
you meet in the progreſs of your ſiege. 

I LEARN likewiſe, with regret, that you lay 
no reſtraint on the ſafety of your perſon : nay, that 
you ex poſe youiſelf with all che ardor of a young 
Mouſquertaire, J entered on ſervice, and eager to 
be diſtinguiſhed. I had thought, it was not in the 
province of a General, to be laviſh of his perſon on 
every occaſion of danger; but fince you do it, I maſt 
have been miſtaken in the idea, which I had formed. 

Wulst I am writing to you, I am favored 
with your's of the 25th, which is very far from ad- 
miniſtering any conſolation to my apprehenſions. 
We have no news of Admiral Byng, nor of his 
Squadron. Would to God ! his arrival might be 


| protracted, 


L 263 J 


protracted, until the event of the ſiege was decided. 
Admiral Hawke, they ſay, carries poſitive orders 
to fight Mons. de la Galiſſoniere; but 1 am indif- 
ſerent to the ſucceſs of either, ſo that your's is not 
impeded by the reſult of their expected naval com- 
1 

A Moxst EUR Oſſolniai is dead. It is rumor. 
cd, that Meſdames de Beauveau ſolicit this rever- 
fon from the King of Poland. It is attend wich 
an income of ſix:y choufand livres rent. I appre- 
hend the Prince, your Nephew, will not be inſenſi- 
ble to it's worth, for you know his fondneſs for 
money. The Cardinal of Soubize has conſtituted 
Madame de Marſan, his univerſal legatary. Her 
health is in a bad ſtate, and according to every ap- 
pearance, ſhe will not be long in the enjoyment of 
ſuch good fortune. The Dauphin has been with 
the King to Arnonville. This is all that has paſted 
here. Adieu ! Remember the eſtimation I ſet on 
your glory, and may you proſper, is the ardent 
wifh of | 

Your &c. &c. 


Paris, 
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Paris, the gth, written 3 hours after Midnight. 
Mu happineſs exceeds all deſcription. My 
Joy is unbounded, even fſrpaſſing the ſentiments I 
entertained, ard the fervent hopes I had of your ſuc- 
cels. You are now crowned with honor. My 
mind and my head are fo agitated, that I can ſcarce- 
ly expre's my ſelf, and will therefore leave to you to 
ſupply what I may be Ceficieut in. I had the plea- 
{ure of embracing Monſieur de Fronſac on his arri- 
val. What a letter did he put into my hands! [ 
am in extacy. Gods! what a triumph! May you 
live long to reap the fruits of his Majeſty's and the 

Nation's gratitude. 


— — — j • 


Par is, the 25th, 

I an juſt returned from the keeper of the ſeals, 

who is hei e forthe Te Deum. He feels indignant in the 
treatment you experiencz from D'Argenſon, and 
ſpoke to me a great deal about his unaccountable 
conduct, To him alone are you indebted for hav- 
ing intimated, to the King, the necefliry of your 


remaining in command, and however deſirous his 
Majeſty was of ſeeing you, he could not oppoſe the 
advice, nor reſiſt the ſuggeſtion of D'Argenſon. The 
Keeper, as your friend, manifeſted, to Madame de 

Pompadour, 
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Pompadour, the injuſtice of ſuch an act, who preten- 
ded to be impreſſed with it's propriety, obſerving, 
that it was her opinion, D' Arg enſon had always been 
favorably inclined towards Monſieur de Richelieu. 
All this proceeds from his wiſh, that Maillebois 
ſhould arrive before you to give a detail ot the ope- 
tations, as his imagination may dictate, and in every 
reſpect it will be calculated to leſſen that glory which 
you lo richly deſerve. You know as well as any 
man, that to ſeize the firſt moment of ſucceſs is im- 
portant to the tuture intereſts in view ; for it is too 
much the way of the world, and the practice of 
courts, ſoon to forget ſervices rendered by a ſubject, 
however ſplendid they may be in their nature. It is 
the keeper of the ſeals advice, as well as mine, that 
yoa ſhould inſtantaneouſly write a ſeperate letter to 
the King, and another to D*Argenſon, ſtating that 
your own private affairs require your preſence here 
for eight days, at the expiration of which, if your 


return is conſidered eſſential, yon will be ready to o- 


bey their commands; without in the leaſt noticing, 
what, you know from private communication, has 
already occurred on this ſubject. Send a courier 


of your own, and let him awaic the anſwer. You 


muſt delay no longer, for your appearance here will 
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be the only means of diſconcerting the enemies ot 
your glory, and their inſidious projects. I am cvri- 
ous to know the excuſe D*Argenſon will adopt in his 
reply to you. 
Moxsizur de Fronſac ſets off this night. 
He takes with him the honors conferred on the 
Mahoniſts. No particulars of them have tranſſ ir- 
ed. His Majeſty intends, that you ſhould an- 
nounce them. I truſt, the ſurvivance is a part of 
the contents of the Packet, and I am led to con- 
clude it is, from the King not having ſpoken a ſyl- 
luble thereof to your ſon, intending, as I am well 
perſuaded, from his graciouſneſs, that you ſhould 
be the firſt to inform him of the dignity in rever- 
ſion. | 
I am well informed, that if a promotion of 
Mareſchals takes place, Monſieur de Beauveau will 
not be included, but will have the blue ribband.—. 
This is all I know. You will communicate, to me, 
the liſt of thoſe promoted, amongit which number 
] flatter royſelf, Dumenil will not be forgotten, eſpe- 
cially as he muſt give up every hope of having the 
| government of L'ecole Militaire. I ſpoke in bis 
favor to Duvernay for this poſt, who candidly an- 
fvered, it was promiled over again, for a greater 


term of years, than the natural life of the expect- 
ant, 


1 


ant: | muſt not omit to add, that the keeper of tlie 
teal; his atTured me he would ſupport, with zeal, 
to Madame de Pompadour, the urgency of yout 
requelt, aud would make it his buſineſs, that D*Ar- 
genſon ſhould expedite, without delay, his Majeſ- 
ty's Aſſent. Adieu! for the preſent. 

I nave juſt diſcovered, my dear Friend, freſh 
tidings of their inimical proceedings towards you. 
That Monſter, D'Argenſon, has the boldneſs to 
declare, that without Monſieur de la Galiffontere's 
ſucceſs, your's was rendered impoſſible, from the 
unmaſterly meaſures, you purſued in the reduction 
of the place, and in every inſtance you had betray- 
ed a want of talents as General. Conceive the an- 
ger, that tranſported me. I flew to the keeper of 
the Seals, who retains the ſame ſentiments in your 
favor, but mentioned, with regret, that His Majeſ- 
ty, had appeared to him, of late, not ſo dazzled 
with the brilliancy of your conqueſt and efforts to 
effect it, as he was on the moment cf receiving the 
news. For God's ſake haſten here, that you may 
not loſe the fruits of ſuch a victory. Tou know 
D' Argenſon's venom, and how fluQuating, in what 
regards you, the Marchioneſs is, who, atthis inſtant, 
through the keeper's friendly erdeavors, is well diſ- 


poled to ſecond your pretenſions. The number 
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is incredible, that aſpire to command, and amongſt 
theſe, you may be certain, her Soubize will not be 
forgotten. They are jealous of the fame, you have 
acquired, and it is natural, as you were not of their 
election. His Majeſty has no voice of his own, 
and on his ſipport, whilſt abſent, you cannot de- 
pend. I truſt you know him now fully, and how- 
ever juſt your obſervation may be, that, in his ſuc- 
ceſſor, a worſe Monarch might ariſe, yet I vow to 
God, I would ſooner run that riſque, than ſee your 


glory diminiſhed. Fly to his preſence, as ſoon as 


poſſible. The moment is precious, and may be 
irretrievable. I cannot think ſo meanly of you, 
but your appearance muſt diſſipate and expel this 
crowd of reptiles, jealous of well earned reputation, 
and conſtantly buzzing their ill natured animad- 


verſions, it the ear of a Monarch, who wants that 


| firmnels of mind to filence them, and to do juſtice - 


to a diſtinguiſhed ſubject. Adieu! Deſtroy this 
Letter, for fear of conſequences. , 


LETTEXS3 


_ — — 1 f 
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LETTERS FROM THE MARCHIONESS OF PO. 
PADOUR TO MONS.DE RICHELIEU. 


Verſailles, 10th Nov. 17 52. 


I ama woman of my word, Mareſchal, and f 


| you may thence be aſſured, that I will give you a 
| hearty embrace on your return. I felt an extreme 
| ſaliofaction in the arrival of your Courier. What 
pleaſure would attend the receipt of an expreſs, 
wich ſimilar contents, from Britanny. I communi- 
cated your Letter to His Majeſty, who obſerved, 
| ſuch a Letter merited a direct anſwer from him; 


BW if he has beea tardy in writing and expediting it, 
the fault reſts with the Miniſters, and not in our 
gracious Maſter's inclination. Good night, Mare- 

| ſchal. My health is yet impaired. You have great- 

ly contributed to it's reſtoration, and ſucceſs, e- 

qual to your's in others would ſoon cauſe me to 

emerge from my convaleſcent ſtate. I ſhall never 
regret ſuch accolades, even were I to ſuffer on ſuch 
an occaſion thoſe of the Biſhop of Mirepoix. Af. 
ter this extravagant ſally, it is time I ſhould ceaſe, 


and only tell you, that I am fincere'y your friend, 


Nn Verſailles, 
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1 
Verſailles, gth January, 1754. 
Lou ſpoke to me Mareſchal, the laſt time 1 
had the pleaſure of ſeeing you, with a certain degree 
af acrimony, intimating that I was the cauſe of 
thoſe lictle miſunderſtandings, which aroſe between 
the Monarch and yourſelf, When the humor of 
the moment aſſails the underſtanding, and blinds the 
judgment of friends, it is incumbent on thoſe, in 
whole regard they are, to excuſe their common « 
frailties; I therefore aſſure you that oa no occaſion, 
have I been the perſon to avert his Majeſty's good 
will againſt you. I am ſubject like yourſelf to mo- 
| mentary caprices, bat the ipſtant I ſaw you, they 
were diſpelled. You muſt well know, that if I did 
diſtinguiſh any one on my entrance in the iphere in 
which I roll, by a decided preference, it was yourſelf; 
and, in conſequence, that excepting a few caſes, 
where, your wiſhes may have been oppoſed by the 
trivial incidents of courts, you have nearly ſucceed- 
ed in every point you were deſirous ofgaining from 
the lovereign. You likewiſe are ſatisfied that his 
mind is often a prey to inconſiſtencies, that have an 
appearance to ſtrangers of diſguſt, but to thoſe that 
know hirn, are only the mark of a reſigned apathy, 
free from any hatred or diſlike, 
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BELrzvs me his Majeſty beſtows on you every 
juſtice which you merit as your due. He may be 
permitted certainly to indulge in ſome remarks on 
ſome peculiarities which may ſtrike him, and few are 
the men who can elcape ſuch. He may, likewiſe, 
be more conciliatory one day than the other, but 
the impreſſion is every thing, and this is his own. 
He has a pleaſing ſenſe of what you have done in 
his ſervice, and thelivelieſt recollection ofthe ſuccels, 
that has always crowned your endeavours. But if 
you go further, and expect an excluſive predilection 
in your favor, you will be miſtaken ; for I have not 
the vanity to think, or hope, he entertains ſuch a ſelf 
prepoſeſſion even in my behalf. 

In regard, to the place you ſolicited for the per- 
{on in whoſe intereſts you were engaged, 1 am ſorry 


there was between us acompetition. I had previouſ- 
ly aſked it of D'Argenſon, for a man, who long had 


been recommended to me. I was ignorant of your 
wiſhes, and I know you to be too gallanta perſon not 
to have ſacrificed them, when, you were informed 
mine ſtood in your way. I cannot therefore be con- 
fidered as a rival, deſirous of ſetting your's aſide, and 
eclipſing you in his Majeſty's good graces. 

I uusr appear very amiable in your eyes, in 


deſcending 


1 


deſcending to juſtify myſelf, I think you will allow; 
that fuch condeſcenſion merits a letter with the fulleſt 
excuſes on your part. I ſhould prefer, your coming 
to make them yourſelf, forthe graces of your perſon 
and the eloquence of your language are ſuch, that a 
woman mult be endowed with much firmneſs, who 
could reſiſt pardoning you. | 
Ix one cf our ſex, you have a friend moſt ear- 
neſtly intereſted in what regards your welfare. It 
really would be dangerous to ſtart as an opponent to 
you ; ſo many friends are you bleſſed with, that they 
would haſten to give their interpoſition in your fa- 
vour. Independent of other conſideration, I muſt, 
for my own quiet, prefer peace, to the ſlighteſt ap- 
pearence of war or diſagreement between us. 
I ur ever ſincere, 
Kc. &c. &c. 


— . 


Paris, the 4th May, 17 54. 

Tou believe me happy Mareſchal, and yon 
judge, like others, ſuperficially, I ſhall lay no ſtreſa 
on my health, which becomes worſe and worſe daily, 
nor, of the different contrarieties I experience ; but 
upon the unpleaſant ſenſation alone of that ingratitude, 
which marks and ſtamps the characters of thoſe on 
whom 


[ 273 J 
whom I have conferred eſſential obligation. [ 
have no cauſe of this nature to bring againſt the per 


ſon of whom we ſpoke in our laſt conference. 1 
am perſuaded he always regards me az a friend ; but 
what art muſt I employ to meet conſtantly with the 
fame reception, and appear in his eye as he found 
me. You have often told me, that I poſſeſſed every 
means and talent to guard againſt his inconſtancy, 
but, however flattered by your gallantry, I, of myſelf, 
perceive frequently, that theſe means deſert me. 
You are ſenſible how quickly, in a mind void of 
control and reſtraint, impreſſions take root. If once 
they were unfavorable to me, good God! what a tri- 
umph would they be ro my enemies. It is this, I 
am ſo anxious to prevent, for as a woman, my ſelf 
love and pride would feel a mortification which, no- 
thing could alleviate. Adicu! Mareſchal,your laſt vide 
made an impreſſion, which time will not eaſily efface. 


LETTER FROM VOLTAIRE, TO MARESCHAL 
DE RICHELIEU. 
Mont ion, 26th May, 1151. 
Tux late Admiral Byng, previous to his fa- 
tal end, defired of me, to convey to you his dying 
reſpects, gratitude, and true eſteem. With the 
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deepeſt ſenſe of your noble procedure, he expires; 
in the comfort, tl at your tribute of praiſe has ren- 
dered to his conduct the juſtice of. So generous 
2 Soldier,” theſe are the laſt words, pronounced 
by him regarding your liberal conduct in his be- 
half, and which, he enjoined, the friend charged 
to ſee his laſt will executed, ſhould be communi- * 
cated for your information. In the moment of my 


arrival here, I received them with the documents 
now uſeleſs, but juſtificatory, of that unſortunate 
perſon. Theſe are all the particulars that J can 
give you, my hero, in reſpe& to England, where 
both the friends and enemies of the late Admiral 


unite in juſt applauſe of your merit. 
I susPECT, that it was not foreſeen in France, 


the campaign truly a la Turenne, which the 
King of Pruſſia's Military abilities, have juſt at- 
chicved. To inſpire a belief in the Auſtrians, that 
he only wiſhed to entrench himſelf at Dreſden, to 
fave himſelt from the diſgrace of lofs of honor; and 
the conſequent determination he had formed of 
ſuicide; whilſt rapidly, and en a ſudden, he pe- 
netrates into Bohemia, in four different quarters, 
diſperſes the troops, that oppoſe him, ſeizes their 


Magazines, and terminates theſe exploits by a de- 
ciſive 


[ #75 ] 

ciſive victory, without affording the aſtoniſhed Au- 
ſtrians, an opportunity to breathe, theſe are acts, 
of ſuch exerticas, My Lord, that yourſelf, a pro- 
ſeſſional man, muſt candidly avow, ſurpaſs whate- 
ver was accompliſhed, in the moſt brilliant cam- 
paign of Turennes's. It is impoſſible to devine, 
where progrels, ſo uncommon will extend. The 
general opinion concurs, that he will detach twen- 
ty thouſand men, to co-operate with the Duke of 
Cumberland's army ; and that he has it in intention 
likewiſe, ſhortly to riſk an engagement with the 
French, Of this latter reſolution, I am confident, 
he has long nurſed it, as his wiſh ; and if an ac- 
tion enſues, the carnage will be great. 

Auipsr this ſcene of difficulty, may you pre- 
ſerve your health and good ſpirits ! and in thoſe 
moments deign, my Lord, not to omit, in your re- 
membrance, the good wiſhes of thoſe peaceable 
Swiſs, everlaſtingly attached to your fortune and 
welfare. 

I have the Honor, &c. 
(Signed) VOLTAIRE. 
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